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COURSE NUMBER: 	VET 1501		COURSE TITLE: Animal Nutrition

CREDITS:	1	CLASS/CONTACT HOURS PER WEEK:	1	PREREQUISITES: BIO 1121, BIO 1122

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE 
This course focuses on fundamental animal nutrition for domestic species, including caloric and nutrient requirements, and feeding techniques. The student will learn to educate clients on the nutritional needs of various animal species and explain the necessity and purpose of veterinary prescription diets in the management of diseases.

COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
To teach the student basic nutrition for companion, livestock and lab animals so that they can explain proper nutrition to the client and properly feed the healthy dog, cat, horse, livestock and lab animal species.

PROGRAM OUTCOMES 
· [bookmark: _Hlk129335465]Effectively communicate preventative medicine, treatment protocols, dental health, and medical and surgical procedures to veterinary clients.
· Administer and monitor basic and/or intensive nursing care, including fluid therapy and nutritional management.
· 


OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING (Include only those ILGs covered in this course)

For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:
ILG # 1 Critical Thinking
ILG #3  Quantitative Skills
ILG #8  Professional and Life Skills

In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.

COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED
Computer with Internet Access

TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS
McCurnin’s Clinical Textbook for Veterinary Technicians and Nurses. 10th ed. (Bassert, Beal, & Samples, 2022)


SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTS:
Clinical Anatomy and Physiology for Veterinary Technicians, Colville and Bassert, Third Edition,
Chapter 16

Small Animal Clinical Nutrition 5th ed. Michael S. Hand, Craig D. Thatcher, Rebecca L. Remillard, Phillip Roudebush and Bruce J. Novotny Mark Morris Institute. 2010. 

A Guide to the Principles of Animal Nutrition by Gita Cherian is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License, except where otherwise noted.


GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
PowerPoint© and SoftChalk© presentations with lecture narrations; internet resources, self assessment quizzes, homework assignments, discussion board, midterm, and final exams. 

There are lecture questions and activities in each unit. A quiz will be completed online at the end of each unit. Homework assignments from the course material consist of nutrition calculations on the discussion board as well as industry continuing education from web sites. A midterm and a comprehensive final will be administered through Lockdown Browser.  


STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
Your grade in this course is based off a total of 600 points. The breakdown is as follows:

	Category
	Points

	SoftChalk® Unit Lesson Assignments (12) points vary per lesson			
	105 points

	Unit Quizzes									
	120 points

	Nutrition Assessment Assignments (Small and Large animal)			
	55 points

	Discussion Board Assignment on Pet Food Recalls				
	20 points	

	Purina Daily Nutrition Matters Certificates					
	50 points

	Hill’s Veterinary Nutritional Advocate Certificates				
	50 points

	Midterm Exam	
	100 points

	Final Exam 							
	100 points

	
	

	Total points				
	600 points






GRADING SCALE

	Letter Grade
	Percent
	Points

	   A
	92-100
	552-600

	   B
	84-91.99
	504-552

	   C
	76-83.99
	456-503

	   D
	68-75.99
	408-455

	    E
	0-67.99
	  0  - 407 



SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
A grade of “D” 68% (408 points) must be attained to continue in the Veterinary Technology Program.    

The midterm and final exam will be administered using Respondus Monitor and Lockdown Browser. This will require the download of Lockdown Browser and use of a functional webcam and microphone on your home computer/device. You will test your computer, webcam and Respondus Monitor function by completing the Syllabus and Course Information Practice Quiz   during Week 1. The instructions can be found here:  Article - Respondus LockDown Browser ... (cscc.edu) and LockDown Browser - Student Video - Respondus


If there are circumstances that prevent you from completing the exams using the virtual proctoring methods, you must notify the instructor seven (7) business days prior to the opening of the testing window. 

There are no make-up midterm or final exams. The exams are open for a one-week time frame. If an exam is missed, the points are forfeited for the exam. 

ATTENDANCE POLICY
This course is an asynchronous web course. There are no required class meeting times. 
You must complete all tests.  Any missed test will result in a test score of zero (0).  If you have a documented legitimate excuse (severe illness, death in family) for missing a test, email the instructor prior to the test.  If you miss a test or have a documented legitimate excuse, the instructor will determine when the makeup will be, and the format of that test (essay, oral etc.).  Grades on makeup tests will have a 10% penalty.  Homework assignments submitted after the due date will be corrected but no points will be awarded.

COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”.


UNITS OF INSTRUCTION 
	Week
	Unit of Instruction
	Learning Objectives/ Goals
	Assignments:
	Assessment Methods
	Due Date


	

1





	
UNIT 1
Basic Monogastric Digestion

	Review of Monogastric Digestive Physiology
	Unit 1 SoftChalk© Lesson

Syllabus and Course Information Practice Quiz
	Unit 1 Quiz
	May 30

	
2
	UNIT 2
Herbivore Digestion

	Review of Ruminant Digestive Physiology
	Unit 2 SoftChalk© Lesson
	Unit 2 Quiz
	June 4

	
3

	UNIT 3
Equine Digestion

	Review of Hind Gut Digestive Physiology
	Unit 3 SoftChalk© Lesson
	Unit 3 Quiz
	June 8

	
	UNIT 4
Basic Nutrient Groups


	Understanding of Essential Nutrients in Diets
	Read: McCurnin Chapter 9 pg. 275-278

Unit 4 SoftChalk© Lesson

Part 1- Calculating Daily Energy Requirements Assignment            
            
	Unit 4  Quiz
	June 13

	
4
	UNIT 5
Pet Food Labels

	Evaluate Food Labels and Adequacy of Diets
	Read: McCurnin Chapter 9 pg. 283-290

Review Internet Resources

Unit 5 SoftChalk© Lesson

Part 2- Evaluate Pet Food Labels assignment
	Unit 5 Quiz
	June 18

	
5
	UNIT 6
Feeding Dogs and Cats



	Feeding Management of Companion Animals
	Read: McCurnin Chapter 9 pg. 290-297

Unit 6 SoftChalk© Lesson

Purina Daily Nutrition Matters Certificate Courses (Pet Food Ingredients; Choosing a Pet Food; Nutrition Myths & Facts)

	Unit 6 Quiz
	June 22





	
Midterm Exam- Covers Units 1-6 Open 6/23/25 to 6/29/25 (7:00PM)


	
	
	Part 3- Pet Nutrition Adequacy and Recommendations Assignment 

Hill’s Veterinary Nutritional Advocate Certificate Wellness Level 1- *Small Animal Nutrition (total 9 modules)
	*Pet Wellness & Life Stages Nutrition (total 7 modules)
*Therapeutic Level 1- Weight Management
	Hill’s VNA Wellness Level-1 Certification
	June 27

	6

	UNIT 7
Large Animal Feedstuffs

	Identify and Evaluate Feeds Used in Livestock Rations
	Review Internet Resources for Forage and Grain Feedstuff Identification

Unit 7 SoftChalk © Lesson 

	Unit 7 Quiz
	July 6

	7
	UNIT 8
Equine Nutrition and Feeding

	Ration Formulation and Feeding Management of Horses
	Read McCurnin Chapter 9 pg. 297- 304

Unit 8 SoftChalk© Lesson

	Unit 8 Quiz
	July 11

	8
	UNIT 9
Dairy Cattle Nutrition

	Feeding for Lactating and Dry Cows, Ration Formulation for Dairy Replacements
	Read: McCurnin Chapter 9 pg. 304-309

Unit 9 SoftChalk© Lesson 

Pearson Square Calculations Assignment
	Unit 9 Quiz
	July 16

	
9
	UNIT 10
Beef Cattle Nutrition
	Feeding Management for Cow Calf and Feedlot Cattle
	Read: McCurnin Chapter 9 pg. 309-313

Unit 10 SoftChalk© Lesson
	Unit 10 Quiz
	July 20

	
	UNIT 11
Nutrition for Lab Animals and Exotics

	Management of Nutritional Needs of Exotics and Lab Species
	Read: McCurnin Chapter 9 pg. 313-319

Chapter 23 (Nutrition for avian, reptiles and small mammals covered throughout chapter)

Unit 11 SoftChalk© Lesson

Review Internet Resources (Lafeber Vet)

Extra credit: Avian Nutrition Course (Lafeber Vet)

	Unit 11 Quiz
	July 25

	
10
	UNIT 12 
Veterinary Toxicology

	Understanding toxic principles in veterinary medicine
	Read: McCurnin Chapter 26 pg. 824-840

Review Internet Resources 

Unit 12 SoftChalk© lesson 

Veterinary Toxicology Assignment
	Unit 12 Quiz
	July 30

	
	DISCUSSION BOARD: Pet food safety
	Clinical evaluation and client education of companion diets
	Review and respond to Discussion Board Prompts including individual post and comments on two classmates’ posts. 
	Discussion Board participation. Rubric posted for evaluation
	Initial post due July 27

Comments due
July 30


	11

	
Cumulative Final Exam available 7/31/25 to 8/7/25 (7:00PM)
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