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COURSE NUMBER: VET 1103			COURSE TITLE: Introduction to Small Animal Medicine
INSTRUCTOR:		CONTACT: 
CREDITS: 1 hour	CLASS/CONTACT HOURS PER WEEK:	2 lab hours per week
PREREQUISITES: Admission to Veterinary Technology Program

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE 
This course will familiarize the student with common business procedures used in veterinary practices, including fundamental record-keeping and medicolegal requirements.  The role of the veterinary technician as a member of the veterinary health care team and client educator is addressed.  Handling, restraint, patient assessment and medicating techniques for canine and feline species will be covered.  An overview of USDA regulations and ethical use of animals will be explored.  The student will learn basic animal training methods and how to assist clients with the resolution of common animal behavior problems.

COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Recognize the USDA regulations for the ethical use of animals
Perform animal enrichment by participation in the PACT program 
Write information in a medical record following the legal requirements of a medical record.  
Demonstrate proficient handling and restraint of dogs and cats 
Perform patient assessment techniques of the dog and cat 
Perform basic grooming techniques of the dog and cat
Recognize different canine and feline body postures
Distinguish basic animal learning theories
Perform basic obedience skills and shaping 
Identify common behavioral problems and explain resolutions for certain common animal behavior problems
Perform common medication techniques
Perform calculations and dosages

PROGRAM OUTCOMES 
Perform patient assessment techniques, obtain thorough patient history and maintain medical records for patient animals in a veterinary health care setting
Administer medications orally, aurally and optically

OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 
For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:
#1 Critical Thinking 
#2 Ethical Reasoning 
#3 Quantitative Skills 
#5 Technological Competence
#6 Communication Competence

In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.

COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED
-	Calculator
-	Pencil/Pen
- 	Watch with second hand (water proof preferred)
-	Name Tag

TEXTBOOK, MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS
· McCurnin’s Clinical Textbook for Veterinary Technicians (McCurnin), 11h Edition; Oweta Samples

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Blackboard Powerpoint Lectures, Small Group Discussion, Laboratory Exercises, Independent Study with online Assessments and Homework Assignments.

STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
1. There will be online self-assessments covering material lecture material to be listened to each week.  Assessments will be completed online and due by midnight on Sunday each week. You will have homework assignments to complete online by the due date listed in Blackboard calendar. Weekly Assessments and Homework Assignments will not be accepted late! They may be completed ahead of schedule. There will also be a comprehensive final exam.    
2. There is a 110 minute lab associated with this course.  There are 10 skills labs.  Each lab is worth 10 points.  Laboratory points are obtained on preparedness, participation, and timeliness.
3. There will be a comprehensive final laboratory skill practical worth 50 points.

	You must pass all three parts to successfully complete this course. 

Part 1 of Grade: (Total Points = Letter Grade)

	11 online assessments						= 100 Points
	8 Homework (10-40 points each)				= 170 points		
	Comprehensive Written Final Exam 				= 180 Points
	Practical Skills Test						=   50 Points
	10 Laboratory Exercises @ 10 points				= 100 Points

	Total Points							= 600 Points
	
	GRADING SCALE
	Letter Grade			Percentage			Points	
		A			100 – 92%			600 - 552
		B			  91 – 84%			551 - 504
		C			  83 – 76%			503 - 456
		D			  75 – 68%			455 - 408
		E			<68%				<408	

Grades below a D in any Vet Tech course will not be acceptable.  Any student that receives a grade below a D will need to repeat the course. Two or more unsatisfactory or failing grades in vet tech courses will result in dismissal from the program.

Part 2 of Grade:
	LABORATORY EXERCISES - Preparedness / Participation / Timeliness
The student must demonstrate satisfactory participation, preparedness and timeliness for the lab.  The student must achieve 80 out of 100 points.  Failure to achieve at least 80 laboratory points (80%) will result in a failing grade for the course regardless of the total points earned for the course. Participation and Preparedness points will focus on the following, but not limited to, having a current name tag, a functional watch, being able to answer instructor’s questions, working well with others and maintaining a safe environment.
	
Part 3 of Grade:	
	COMPREHENSIVE SKILLS PRACTICAL
The student must demonstrate satisfactory proficiency in basic skills learned in the laboratory. The student must achieve 40 of 50 points (80%) on the portion of the course.  Failure to achieve at least 40 points will result in a failing grade for the course regardless of the total points earned for the course.

SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
APPROPRIATE ATTIRE:
A. All students should observe high standards of personal hygiene to promote professionalism, health and safety, and client care.
B. Hand hygiene is one of the most important factors that reduces the incidence of infections. Students are expected to maintain good hand hygiene by washing with antimicrobial soap and use of alcohol-based sanitizers.
C. Fingernails and nail polish can harbor additional bacteria. Students should keep nails clean and trimmed to an appropriate length that does not interfere with their ability to perform essential skills. The CDC recommends natural nails be kept to ¼ inch in length, colored and chipped nail polish and fake nails should be prohibited when working with high-risk patients.
D. Long Hair should be out of the field of operations to aid in infection control and avoid contamination. If hair is long enough to cover the collar or touch your shoulders, it must be tied back at the nape of the neck and secured so it does not require handling during the procedure.
E. Bangs should not extend below the eyebrows as this interferes with your ability to see.
F. Jewelry poses a physical hazard to the wearer when restraining animals and can be a reservoir of bacteria. Jewelry should be reduced to not more than two post earrings per ear and a plain band ring.
a. Note: nose rings, lip ring, ear bars and gauges, fancy belts, necklaces or bracelets pose a risk for injury when working with animals and should be avoided or covered when working with animals.
G. Uniform Guidelines
a. Scrubs must be worn during laboratories, P.A.C.T. and clinical rotations. Scrubs should be clean and neatly pressed, not faded, discolored, or ripped, and not “see through.” Additionally, a nametag or other form of identification must be clearly visible at all times when in the Veterinary Technology building or at clinical internship sites.
b. Scrubs should be properly fitted to cover exposed skin, clean and free of any bodily fluids.
c. If contamination of scrubs occurs during a laboratory or clinical, the student should change into a clean set of scrubs.
d. To minimize the transfer of infectious disease, students should not wear scrubs during a laboratory, P.A.C.T. or clinical that have been worn at a previous clinical site or location without laundering first.
H. Scrub Jackets/Lab Coats
a. Disposable Lab Coats will be provided within laboratories to avoid contamination of clothing and improve infection control.
b. Scrub jackets are permitted if they are clean and do not interfere with the ability to complete essential skills.
c. Cloth laboratory coats are permitted to be worn in place of a disposable lab coat but must be laundered regularly.
I. Uniform Accessories
a. A watch with a second hand should always be available to the student to monitor procedures during laboratories and clinicals which require close attention to time in assessing patients.
PERSONAL COMMUNICATION DEVICES:
Cellular phones or other communication devices will NOT be permitted in the classroom or laboratory area.  If a communication device is needed, permission of use must be given by the instructor and there will be no audible signal. Cell phones are not permitted in VET 1103 Laboratory. Without prior permission of instructor, use of cell phone during lab will result in loss of participation points and possible dismissal from lab.  

ATTENDANCE POLICY
       Homework assignments and Weekly Assessments are due by 11: 59 PM on the due date.	
The student must promptly attend all laboratories and be present at the start of lab as determined by clock on wall in VT 122.  An absence is arriving after animal care is completed.  An unexcused absence will result in a 10 point deduction from your participation points. An unexcused late arrival will result in a 5 point deduction from your participation points.  2 unexcused late arrivals will result in an unexcused absence.  Greater than 2 missed laboratories (excused or unexcused) is equal to failure of the course due to hands on lab using animals.	  

COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”.

WEATHER RELATED DEPARTMENT SPECIFIC POLICY
In the event of severe weather or other emergencies that could force the college to close or to cancel classes, such information will be broadcast on radio stations and television stations.  Students who reside in areas that fall under a Level III emergency should not attempt to drive to the college even if the college remains open.

Assignments due on a day the college is closed will be due the next scheduled class period.  If an examination is scheduled for a day the campus is closed, the examination will be given on the next class day.

Students who miss a class because of weather-related problems with the class is held as scheduled are responsible for reading and other assignments as indicated in the syllabus.  If a laboratory or examination is missed, contact me as soon as possible to determine how to make up the missed exam or lab.  Remember!  It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with reading and other assignments when a scheduled class does not meet, whatever the reason.

Lab schedule will be modified if unforeseen campus closure occurs.



UNITS OF INSTRUCTION
Week 1
- Unit of Instruction:  Ethics, Careers, Routine Animal Care
- Learning Objectives/Goals: Recognize the USDA regulations for the ethical use of animals
 - Assignment:  Read McCurnin Chapter 1 
- Assessment Methods:  Week 1 assessment due 11: 59 PM Sunday of Week 1 and Final Exam Week 16

Week 2
- Unit of Instruction:  Problem Oriented Medical Record System
- Learning Objectives/Goals:  Write information in a medical record following the legal requirements of a medical record.  
- Assignment:  Listen to POMR Lecture, McCurnin Chapters 2, 3 and 7, Lab 2
- Assessment Methods:  POMR assessment due 11: 59 PM Sunday of Week 2, History Homework due 11: 59 PM Sunday of Week 2 and Final Exam Week 16

Week 3
- Unit of Instruction:  Gentle Leader
- Learning Objectives/Goals: Perform animal enrichment by participation in the PACT program;  Demonstrate proficient handling and restraint of dogs and cats
- Assignment:  Listen to PACT and Gentle Leader Lectures, PACT guidelines, Gentle Leader    
   Videos, Lab 3
- Assessment Methods:  Week 3 assessment due 11: 59 PM Sunday of Week 3 and Final Exam Week 16

Week 4
Unit of Instruction:  Postures
- Learning Objectives/Goals:  Recognize different canine and feline body postures
- Assignment:  View Posture documents, Listen to Restraint Lecture, McCurnin Chapters 5 & 6,
   Lab 4 and 5
- Assessment Methods:  Posture assessment due 11: 59 PM Sunday of Week 4 and Final Exam Week 16

Week 5
- Unit of Instruction:  Restraint
- Learning Objectives/Goals:  Demonstrate proficient handling and restraint of dogs and cats
- Assignment:  View Posture documents, Listen to Restraint Lecture, McCurnin Chapters 5 & 6,
   Lab 4 and 5
- Assessment Methods:  Restraint assessment due 11: 59 PM Sunday of Week 5 and Final Exam Week 16

Week 6
- Unit of Instruction:  Practice Management and Medical Record
- Learning Objectives/Goals:  Write information in a medical record following the legal 
   requirements of a medical record and understand employee positions in a veterinary practice.  
- Assignment:  Read McCurnin Chapters 2, 3 and 7
- Assessment Methods:  Practice Management and Medical Records Homework both due
 11: 59 PM Sunday of Week 6 and Final Exam Week 16

Week 7
- Unit of Instruction:  Bathing, TNT and Medicating
- Learning Objectives/Goals:  Perform common medication techniques
- Assignment:  Listen to Lectures Week 7 and view supplemental videos, McCurnin Chapters 7, 
   17 and 18; Lab 6
- Assessment Methods:  Week 7 assessment due 11: 59 PM Sunday of Week 7 and Final Exam Week 16

Week 8
- Unit of Instruction:  Learning Theories, Basic Skills and Shaping
- Learning Objectives/Goals:  Distinguish basic animal learning theories. Perform basic 
   obedience skills and shaping 
- Assignment:  Listen to Theories, Skills and Shaping Lectures, McCurnin Chapter 5; Lab 7
- Assessment Methods:  Training assessment, and Behavior Homework both due 11: 59 PM Sunday of Week 86 and Final Exam Week 16

Week 9 and 10
- Unit of Instruction:  Physical Exam
- Learning Objectives/Goals:  Perform patient assessment techniques of the dog and cat 
- Assignment:  Listen to Physical Exam Lectures, McCurnin Chapter 7; Lab 8 and 9 
- Assessment Methods:  Physical assessment due 11: 59 PM Sunday of Week 9 and PE homework both due 11: 59 PM Sunday of Week 10 and Final Exam Week 16

Week 11: Behavior Websites

Week 12
- Unit of Instruction:  Calculations and Dosages
- Learning Objectives/Goals:  Perform calculations and dosages
- Assignment:  Listen to Calculation and Dosage Lecture, Perform practice problems; Lab 10
- Assessment Methods:  Calc/Dose Homework due 11: 59 PM Sunday of Week 12 and Final Exam Week 16

 Week 13
- Unit of Instruction:  Canine Behavior Problems
- Learning Objectives/Goals:  Perform patient assessment techniques of the dog and cat 
- Assignment:  Listen to Dog Behavior Problems Lectures, McCurnin Chapter 5 
- Assessment Methods:  Dog Behavior assessment, and Behavior Myths Homework both due
 11: 59 PM Sunday of Week 13 and Final Exam Week 16

Week 14
- Unit of Instruction:  Feline Behavior Problems
- Learning Objectives/Goals:  Perform patient assessment techniques of the dog and cat 
- Assignment:  Listen to Cat Behavior Problems Lectures, McCurnin Chapter 5 
- Assessment Methods:  Cat Behavior assessment, and Catitude Homework both due 11: 59 PM Sunday of Week 14 and Final Exam Week 16

Week 15: Practical Skills Test in lab Week 15

Week 16: Written Comprehensive Final Exam in lab Week 16
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