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Columbus State Community College
Communication Department


COURSE: Theatre 2280 – Fundamentals of Acting	INSTRUCTOR:

CREDITS:  3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK:  1  LAB HOURS 4		PREREQUISITES: None

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE 

Introduction to the basic principles of stage acting with a focus on practical experience. 	Areas of emphasis include stage movement, vocal delivery, body language, concentration 	techniques and basic script analysis.


STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the rigors and self-discipline required for the creation and   performance of a role.
2. Become familiar with the Stanislavski System of actor training through practical explanation of techniques and exercises.
3. Adapt speech and voice for clarity and projection.
4. Develop voice and body awareness.
5. Experience the process of acting as a creative act by performing both scripted and improvisational work, including solo and ensemble pieces.
6. Analyze a script and conduct research to form a basis for characterization.
7. Become familiar with the history of acting theory and methods of actor training in Western theatre.
8. Evaluate the work of other actors using the vocabulary and principles of acting for the stage.

INSTITUTIONAL LEARNING GOALS
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course THEA 2280, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals identified below:
· ILG # 1 Critical Thinking 
· ILG # 6 Communication Competence 

In class students are assessed on your achievement of these outcomes.  Names will not be used when reporting results.  Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.

COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED


TEXTBOOK, MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS

Digital Textbook Located on Blackboard


GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS

Lectures, reading assignments, class and group discussion, exploratory writing, reading aloud from plays, theatre research project, attendance at theatre productions, videos, guest lecturers.


STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION

Performance 40%
	Written Assignments 30%
	Quizzes 20%
	Participation 10%

1. Daily in class activities - 100 points
	Your participation in all warm-ups, discussions, improvisations and acting 	exercises will be evaluated according to your skills of concentration, reaction, 	imagination, energy and commitment.

2. Monologue – 100 points

3. First Scene- 100 points
This includes improvement based on suggestions from instructor, discoveries in the rehearsal process, memorization, use of space, props, costumes, interpretation of character and communication with the other actor.

4. Scoring Exercise- 50 points
	Format will be discussed in class

5. Group Improvisation- 25 points

6. Character Analysis- 100 points
	3-4 pages. Format will be discussed in class.

7. Quiz- 100 points
	Based on theatre terms and definitions.

8. Theatre Review- 75 points
	You will attend one assigned production and write a 2 page theatre review.

9. Comm. Center Rehearsals- 100 points

10. Chapter Quizzes- 50 points 

10. Final Scene- 200 points	
This includes improvement based on suggestions from instructor, discoveries in the rehearsal process, memorization, use of space, props, costumes, interpretation of character and communication with the other actor.


GRADING SCALE
4.00 - 3.55 = A		90% - 100% = A		
	3.54 - 2.55 = B		80% -   89% = B		
	2.54 - 1.55 = C		70% -   79% = C		
	1.54 - 1.00 = D		65% -   69% = D		
	0.99 - 0.00 = E		Below   65% = E

SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Theatre is a world of deadlines and specifics. Actors are constantly faced with deadlines for rehearsal, learning lines, and performance. These deadlines happen without exception. This course requires strict deadlines for all work. There are NO exceptions. Assignments are also very specific. There is a right and wrong way to do certain work. In theatre, there is NO partial credit.
1. Written assignments will NOT be accepted through email. Make sure you take the time to print out your assignments in time for class. Broken printers, lost flash drives, lines in the computer center, etc. are not valid excuses. Plan ahead for any problem you may encounter.
2. Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the day they are due. If the assignment is not ready to hand in at the beginning of class it is considered late. Late assignments will NOT be accepted.
3. Class will begin on time. Actors are NEVER late for a performance. Whether it’s one minute or a half hour; late is late. You will be marked late for class and two classes late are equal to one class absent.
4. Beyond your one excused absence, you WILL lose participation points for every class late or absent.
5. In acting class, the process is as important as the finished product. If you miss in-class rehearsals, Comm Center rehearsals, etc., it will be impossible for you to achieve a high grade on your finished work regardless of the quality. Think of it like a math equation. It’s not enough for you to get the right answer. You also need to show your work.
6. I MUST see improvement during the course of the semester. The course is not graded on talent, but the willingness to participate, take direction, and the desire to improve is extremely important.
7. The course requires memorization of lines. Lines must be learned EXACTLY as written. It is the primary job of the actor to say the lines the way the playwright intended.
8. Two of the performance projects for this course involve scene work with other class members. If you have a history of being late, absent, or not committing to the required work you will NOT be assigned a scene partner. Actors do not want to work with performers they cannot trust.
9. Students must participate in three scripted performance projects, (monologue, scene 1, and scene 2). These three projects are requirements of the course. Failure to complete any of these three projects is an automatic failure of the course.
10. Acting class should be fun. However, it’s important that you do not interpret “fun” as “easy”. As you will soon learn, acting is hard work. The work may be challenging, but it is also very rewarding.
COMM Center Rehearsal Lab Assignment:

You are required to perform a taped rehearsal of your Monologue and Final Scene at the COMM Rehearsal Lab in 052 Union Hall. This assignment is worth 10% of your grade for the term. Read closely the following guidelines:
All rehearsals, to receive credit, must be completed at least 24 hrs. prior to your presentation deadline.
Schedule an appointment. Make an appointment for 2-5 days before your final taping of the piece. The Lab becomes crowded late in the term, so make your appointment early in the semester and keep it. The Lab opens the second week of the term. 
Rehearse your monologue and scene, often, and with an audience, until you feel confident that you can perform it well.
Bring your full script and your syllabus to the tutoring session.
All lines must be fully memorized 
Plan to arrive promptly for your appointment as it should take the full 30 minutes. Suggest that the tutor read your script before taping. Discuss your performance objectives as well before the taping. Perform the rehearsal with confidence. 
View this rehearsal with the coach and accept the tutor's critical feedback.
The tutor will send a copy of his/her feedback to me. The copy that is sent to me, if you have completed the assignment satisfactorily according to these specifications, will be the documentation for your grade. If you do not complete the assignments satisfactorily, according to the tutor, you will be notified and required to repeat the assignment.
Monologue rehearsals must be completed by    (5%)
Final Scene rehearsals must be completed by    (5%)

ATTENDANCE POLICY

Class attendance, oral reports, prompt and satisfactory completion of assignments, participation in class activities and discussions, and a positive contribution to the classroom atmosphere are considered in the instructor’s evaluation of your class participation.  

If you are tardy, you can expect a reduction of participation points for that day, at your instructor's discretion.  Because if you are not present for a class, you are not contributing to the class through participation.  There is no distinction between excused and unexcused absences for purposes of evaluating class participation.

Class participation activities include group work and discussions, and homework assignments.    The instructor determines the worth of your contribution to the class, so keep up with the assignments and participate.  Participation points cannot be made up regardless of the reason for missing a class or coming unprepared.  We value your input.


STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT
As an enrolled student at Columbus State Community College, you have agreed to abide by the Student Code of Conduct as outlined in the Student Handbook.  You should familiarize yourself with the student code.  The Columbus State Community College expects you to exhibit high standards of academic integrity, respect and responsibility.  Any confirmed incidence of misconduct, including plagiarism and other forms of cheating, will be treated seriously and in accordance with College Policy and Procedure 7-10.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) POLICY
It is Columbus State policy to provide reasonable accommodations to students with disabilities as stated in the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. If you would like to request such accommodations for access, please contact Disability Services: 101 Eibling Hall, (614) 287-2570. Email or give your instructor a copy of your accommodations letter from Disability Services as soon as possible.  Accommodations do not start until your instructor receives the letter, and accommodations are not retroactive.  
Delaware Campus students may contact an advisor in the Student Services Center on the first floor of Moeller Hall, (740) 203-8000.

AUDIO/VIDEO RECORDING OF CLASS
Audio-and video-recording, transmission, or distribution of class content (e.g., lectures, discussions, demonstrations, etc.) is strictly prohibited unless the course instructor has provided written permission via the syllabus or a signed form.  Authorization to record extends solely to students in that particular course.  Transmitting, sharing, or distributing course content onto public, commercial, or social media sites is strictly prohibited.

TITLE IX
Columbus State Community College is committed to creating a learning and working environment that is free of bias, discrimination, and harassment by providing open communication and mutual respect. If you have encountered sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, sexual assault, or discrimination based on race, color, religion, age, national origin, ancestry, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, genetic information (GINA), military status or disability, please contact one of the following people:

	Renee Fambro	
Director of Equity & 
Compliance
Human Resources 
Rhodes Hall 115
rfambro@cscc.edu
Phone:  614.287.5519

	Danette Vance
Title IX  Deputy Coordinator
Human Resources
Rhodes Hall 115
dvance1@cscc.edu 
Phone: 614.287.2433 
	Joan Cook
Title IX Deputy 
Coordinator
Human Resources
Rhodes Hall 115
jcook60@cscc.edu
Phone:614.287.2636 

	Darla Van Horn
Title IX Deputy 
Coordinator
Student Life
Eibling Hall 203(D)
dvanhorn@cscc.edu
Phone:614.287.2856


For additional information about your options at Columbus State Community College or to file a complaint online, please visit our webpage at: http://www.cscc.edu/services/title-ix/

TOBACCO FREE COLUMBUS STATE 2015
As a result of a proposal by the Ohio Board of Regents in 2012, Columbus State became a tobacco-free institution, as have colleges and universities across the nation, including The Ohio State University, which made the change in 2014.  In an effort to support the health and well-being of all students, faculty, and staff, the College has adopted a tobacco free policy which prohibits the use of all tobacco-related products on College property. The primary emphasis of this approach is to focus on the elimination of tobacco use on all College property with cessation left as a choice for the individual.  The effective date for the tobacco free policy was July 1, 2015.


INCLEMENT WEATHER OR OTHER EMERGENCIES 

In the event of severe weather or other emergencies that could force the college to close or to cancel classes, such information will be broadcast on radio stations and television stations.  Students who reside in areas that fall under a Level III emergency should not attempt to drive to the college even if the college remains open.

Assignments due on a day the college is closed will be due the next scheduled class period.  If an examination is scheduled for a day the campus is closed, the examination will be given on the next class day.  If a laboratory is scheduled on the day the campus is closed, it will be made up at the next scheduled laboratory class.  If necessary, laboratory make-up may be held on a Saturday.  If a clinical is missed because of weather conditions: (insert department policy).

Students who miss a class because of weather-related problems with the class is held as scheduled are responsible for reading and other assignments as indicated in the syllabus.  If a laboratory or examination is missed, contact me as soon as possible to determine how to make up the missed exam or lab.  Remember!  It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with reading and other assignments when a scheduled class does not meet, whatever the reason.

In the event the college is forced to close during Final Examination Week, exams scheduled for the first missed date will be rescheduled for (date), in the same location at the same time scheduled.  Exams scheduled for a second missed date will be rescheduled for _____.  Thus, our final exam is scheduled for (date) at _____ o’clock.  If the college is closed that day, the exam will be held on (date) at _____ o’clock.  If our exam is the second day the college has been closed, the exam will be held on (date) at _____ o’clock.

FINANCIAL AID ATTENDANCE REPORTING
Columbus State is required by federal law to verify the enrollment of students who participate in Federal Title IV student aid programs and/or who receive educational benefits through the Department of Veterans Affairs. It is the responsibility of the College to identify students who do not commence attendance or who stop attendance in any course for which they are registered and paid. Non-attendance is reported every semester by each instructor, and results in a student being administratively withdrawn from the class section. Please contact the Financial Aid Office for information regarding the impact of course withdrawals on financial aid eligibility.

For the purposes of financial aid reporting, a student meets the participation and attendance criteria if s/he has actively engaged in the class and demonstrated a meaningful attempt toward completion of the course. Examples of active engagement may include, but are not limited to: completing a graded course assignment (e.g., homework, quiz, essay, project, or lab); actively participating in studio or practicum sessions; making content-related contributions to an online discussion forum (including responses both to prompts and to student/instructor posts).
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 UNITS OF INSTRUCTION

WEEK 1
Unit of Instruction:  
Preparation for Acting I:  Course introduction, syllabus, calendar of assignments, theatre review assignment, policies, expectations. How to read a play.  The playwright and character.  Lecture.  
Student Learning Outcomes:  
1, 2 
Assigned Reading:  
Readings from the textbooks about how to read a play. Handouts concerning beginning improvisational exercises
Assessment Methods:  
Informal class discussion evaluation.  Group exercises. Midterm/Final.

WEEK 2
Unit of Instruction:  
The Actor’s Approach.  The Physical Warm-up, Imagination, Concentration, Principles of Action   Lecture, discussion.
Student Learning Outcomes: 
2, 3, 7
Assigned Reading:  Read textbook on Centering, Sensing and Focusing.
Assessment Methods:
Informal class discussion evaluation. Acting Exercises, Midterm/Final.  

WEEK 3
Unit of Instruction: 
The Actor’s Approach. The Magic If, Ensemble, Class projects to demonstrate principles, Lecture,  discussion. 
Student Learning Outcomes:  
2, 3, 4, 7
Assigned Reading:  
Read textbook about imagery, perception, sense memory, emotion recall
Assessment Methods:  Informal class discussion evaluation. Class projects. Midterm/Final.  

WEEK 4
Unit of Instruction:  
The Actor’s Instrument: Body, Rhythms, Trust, Pace, Gestures  
Student Learning Outcomes: 
4, 5, 6
Assigned Reading:  
Read textbook about freeing and use of the body. 
Assessment Methods:  
Midterm, final examinations.  Monologue application of principles evaluation.   


WEEK 5
Unit of Instruction:  
The Actor’s Instrument: Voice, Articulation, Projection, Vocal Warm-ups, Pronunciation, Pitch and Range 
Student Learning Outcomes:  
5, 6, 7
Assigned Reading:  
Read textbook about speaking on stage, stage standard and freeing of the voice 
Assessment Methods:
Midterm, final examinations.  Monologue: application of principles evaluation. 

[bookmark: Text34]WEEKS 6, 7, & 8
Unit of Instruction:
The Actor’s Tasks: Actions, Objectives, Obstacles, Super Objectives, Given Circumstances, Improvisation
Student Learning Outcomes:
2, 5, 6
Assigned Reading:
Read textbook about Stanislavski Method, Creating a character, analyzing a script
Assessment Methods:
Midterm, final examinations. Monologue Presentation. Group Improvisation, Scoring Exercise 

WEEKS 9, 10 &11
Unit of Instruction:
The Actor’s Technique: Standard Acting Terms, Blocking, Visualization, Talking and Listening, The Illusion of the First Time.
Student Learning Outcomes:
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8
Assigned Reading:
Read textbook about scene work and staging for a production. How to watch and analyze a play.
Assessment Methods:
Midterm, final examinations.  Theatre review evaluation using departmental rubric. Open scene work presentation

WEEKS 12 & 13 
Unit of Instruction:
The Rehearsal Process:  The Actor, Director, Producer.  Historical perspective – Stanislavsky , demands of classical acting,  challenges of acting. Evolution of the director, the auteur director, the work of the director.  The director’s collaborators.  The producer or manager in commercial and noncommercial theatres.
Student Learning Outcomes:
1, 5, 7, 8 


Assigned Reading:
Read textbook about methods of acting, directors and producers of theatre.  Steps of role analysis
Assessment Methods:  
Informal class discussion evaluation.  Midterm/Final.  Theatre review evaluation using departmental rubric. Scene work. Character Analysis

WEEK 14 
Unit of Instruction: 
The Audition: How to audition, types of auditions, the callback, the interview
Student Learning Outcomes:
1, 2, 3, 7, 8
Assigned Reading:
Read textbook about auditioning for the stage, how to interview, cold readings.
Assessment Methods:  
Informal class discussion evaluation.  Midterm/Final. Scene work.

WEEK  15
Unit of Instruction:
The Performance: combine all techniques used all semester to create a fully developed character.
Student Learning Outcomes:
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8
Assigned Reading:
Read textbook about the performer and performance
Assessment Methods:  
Informal class discussion evaluation.  Midterm/Final. Scene work

WEEK 16
Final Examination.  
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