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COURSE NUMBER: THEA 1100	6/20/2025
COURSE TITLE: Introduction to Theatre

INSTRUCTOR:	CONTACT:
CREDITS: 3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 3	PREREQUISITES: ENGL 1100
[bookmark: DESCRIPTION_OF_COURSE]DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

Designed to help students bring critical thinking skills into their experience as theatre goers.
[bookmark: COURSE_STUDENT_LEARNING_OUTCOMES]COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. Basic Knowledge: Acquire knowledge of the essential elements of theatre including dramatic play structure, various methods of actor training, technology, and design techniques.
2. Textual Analysis: Analyze and interpret dramatic texts representing prominent periods in theatrical history.
3. Contextual Examination: Recognize, examine, and evaluate the creative contributions of the actor, director, designer, playwright, and producer.

4. Breadth: Recognize Western and non-Western theatre as a reflection of society’s
changing social and cultural values.
5. Communication: Develop an appreciation of live theatre performances by establishing a method for evaluating the quality of a live theatre production.
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Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:

ILG 1 Critical Thinking
ILG 6 Communication Competence ILG 7 Cultural and Social Awareness

In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.
[bookmark: COURSE_MATERIALS_REQUIRED]COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED

None
TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS

Theater 1100 OER available on Blackboard Playscripts located on Blackboard
Various Open Education Resources
[bookmark: GENERAL_INSTRUCTIONAL_METHODS]GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS

Lectures, reading assignments, class and group discussion, exploratory writing, reading aloud from plays, theatre research project, attendance at theatre productions, videos, guest lecturers.

[bookmark: STANDARDS_AND_METHODS_FOR_EVALUATION]STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION

60% Examinations
10% Theatre Review #1 (2-3 pp typed)
10% Theatre Review #2 (2-3 pp typed) 10% Class Preparation and Participation 10% Theatre Research Project
[bookmark: GRADING_SCALE]GRADING SCALE

90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
59 and below = E/EN
[bookmark: SPECIAL_COURSE_REQUIREMENTS]SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
None
[bookmark: COLLEGE_SYLLABUS_STATEMENTS]COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS

Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at https://www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml

or on the College website Quick Links “Standard Syllabus Statement: Student Resources, Rights, and Responsibilities”.
UNITS OF INSTRUCTION WEEK 1
Unit of Instruction: Essential Elements of Theatre I: Audience and Critics: Course introduction,
syllabus, calendar of assignments, theatre review assignment, policies, expectations. Elements of theatre. Audience and critics. How to read a play. The playwright. Lecture.
Student Learning Outcomes: 1, 4, 5
Assigned Reading: Readings from the textbooks about the playwright and how to read a play. Analysis of a play based on dramatic structure and the playwright’s task. Suggested short play for analysis: Trifles (Glaspell) or play selection from the Anthology
Assessment Methods: Reading quiz. Informal class discussion evaluation. Midterm/Final.
WEEK 2
Unit of Instruction: Greek Theatre and the principles of Aristotelian methodology. Evolution from religious rites to theatre festivals and formal theatre productions. Greek theatres. Lecture, video, discussion.
Student Learning Outcomes: 2, 3, 4, 5
Assigned Reading: Read textbook on birth of Western theatre, Aristotle’s method of analyzing tragedy. Suggested plays: Oedipus the King or Antigone (Sophocles), Medea (Euripides), or the representative Greek tragedy in the current anthology of plays.
Assessment Methods: Play reading quiz. Informal class discussion evaluation. Midterm/Final.
WEEK 3
Unit of Instruction: Roman theatre production. Historical analysis, cultural perspective, Roman comedies, Horace as critic, influence of the Greeks. Roman theatres. Lecture, video, discussion. Student Learning Outcomes: 2, 3, 4, 5
Assigned Reading: Read textbook about early theatre: Roman and Medieval. Suggested plays: The Menaechmus Brothers (Plautus). Suggested film: A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum.
Assessment Methods: Play reading quiz. Informal class discussion evaluation. Midterm/Final.
WEEK 4
Unit of Instruction: Essential Elements of Theatre II: The Designers – Lighting and Sound. Lighting in theatre history, objectives of lighting design, elements of stage lighting, the lighting designer’s resources, the lighting designer’s collaborators; the sound designer, sound reproduction, sound reinforcement, sound technology.
Student Learning Outcomes: 1, 4, 5
Assigned Reading: Read textbook about the lighting and sound designers. Suggested video:
Setting the Stage (Starlight Express); Chicago.
Assessment Methods: Midterm, final examinations. Theatre review: application of principles evaluation.

WEEK 5
Unit of Instruction: Essential Elements of Theatre II: The Designers – Scenery and Costumes. The scene designer’s objectives, elements of scene design, the process of scene design, the scene designer’s collaborators and the production process. The costume designer’s objectives; elements of costume design; the costume designer’s collaborators.
Student Learning Outcomes: 3, 4, 5
Assigned Reading: Read textbook about scenery and costumes. Suggested video: Setting a Scene with Julie Taymore creating the set for The Tempest; The Lion King (costuming by Julie Taymore).
Assessment Methods: Midterm, final examinations. Theatre review: application of principles evaluation.
WEEK 6
Unit of Instruction: Medieval Theatre: Theatre and culture in the Middle Ages. Medieval drama – liturgical, mystery and morality plays. Medieval theatre production, pageant wagons and theatre space.
Student Learning Outcomes: 2
Assigned Reading: Read textbook about medieval theatre. Suggested play: Abraham and Isaac
(Adaptation from medieval English)
Assessment Methods: Midterm, final examinations.
WEEKS 7 & 8
Unit of Instruction: Renaissance Theatre. The Renaissance Era – Italian Theatre - Commedia dell-Arte; Drama in Elizabethan England; Spanish Drama in the Spanish Golden Age; French Drama – The Neoclassical Era. Include deadline for attending first live theatre production and writing a theatre review on the production elements.
Student Learning Outcomes: 2, 3, 4, 5
Assigned Reading: Read textbook about Renaissance Theatre. Suggested plays: Hamlet: The Prince of Denmark (or any play by Shakespeare); Tartuffe (or other representative play by Moliere). Suggested films: the ending of Shakespeare in Love, depicting a Shakespeare production in the Globe Theatre. A compilation of Hamlet’s “To be or not to be” speech by various Shakespearean actors.
Assessment Methods: Midterm, final examinations. Reading quizzes. Theatre review evaluation using departmental rubric.
WEEK 9
Unit of Instruction: Essential Elements of Theatre III: The Actor, Director, Producer. Historical perspective – Stanislavsky, demands of classical acting, challenges of acting. Evolution of the director, the auteur director, the work of the director. The director’s collaborators. The producer or manager in commercial and noncommercial theatres.
Student Learning Outcomes: 1, 2, 4, 5
Assigned Reading: Read textbook about methods of acting, directors and producers of theatre. Suggested videos: The Fight Director.
Assessment Methods: Informal class discussion evaluation. Midterm/Final. Theatre review evaluation using departmental rubric.

WEEK 10
Unit of Instruction: Restoration through Romanticism. English Restoration, Restoration drama: Comedies of Manners; 18th-Century Drama: New dramatic forms. Theatre Production in the eighteenth Century; Social Change and Theatre in Nineteenth-Century Life; Nineteenth-Century Dramatic Forms; Theatre Production in the Nineteenth Century.
Student Learning Outcomes: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
Assigned Reading: Read textbook about the restoration through the romantic period. Suggested plays: The Way of the World (Congreve); The Busy Body (Centlivre). Suggest film: ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore.
Assessment Methods: Reading quiz. Informal class discussion evaluation. Midterm/Final.
WEEK 11 & 12
Unit of Instruction: Early Modern Theatre – 1875 – 1945. Birth of Realism. Realistic Playwrights. Naturalism. Producers of Realism: Independent Theatres. Departures from Realism: Antirealist Playwrights – Ibsen, Strindberg, and Wedekind, Symbolism, Antirealist Designers: Appia and Craig; Russian Theatricalism: Meyerhold; Early Eclectics; Departures from Realism.
Student Learning Outcomes: 1, 2, 3, 5
Assigned Reading: Read textbook about early modern theatre. Suggested plays: A Doll’s House (Ibsen); The Cherry Orchard (Chekov); A Dream Play (Strindberg); The Good Woman of Setzuan (Brecht). Suggested films: Henrick Ibsen: The Master Playwright; The Federal Theatre Project, Project 891, and the Mercury Theatre.
Assessment Methods: Reading quiz. Informal class discussion evaluation. Midterm/Final.
WEEK 13
Unit of Instruction: Non-Western Theatre. Japanese theatre – Noh, Bunraku, Kabuki; Chinese theatre – Peking (Beijing) Opera; Latin American Theatre, Middle Eastern Theatre.
Student Learning Outcomes: 1, 2, 3, 5
Assigned Reading: Read textbook about non-western theatre. Suggested play: Sotoba Komachi (Kan’ami Kiyotsugu). Suggested videos: The Tradition of Performing Arts in Japan; The Art of Kabuki.
Assessment Methods: Reading quiz. Informal class discussion evaluation. Midterm/Final.

WEEKS 14 & 15
Unit of Instruction: Contemporary and Post War Theatre. Theatre of the Absurd; Postwar Directors; Alternatives to Commercial Theatre; African American Theatre; Feminist Theatre; Gay and Lesbian Theatre; Musical Theatre; Performance Art. Researched Theatre Project Due.
Second Theatre Review Due.
Student Learning Outcomes: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
Assigned Reading: Read textbook about contemporary and post war theatre. Suggested plays: Krapp’s Last Tape Beckett), Waiting for Godot (Beckett), Joe Turner’s Come and Gone (Wilson); Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (Williams); The Glass Menagerie (Williams); A Streetcar Named Desire(Williams); The Boys in the Band(Crowley), Far Away (Churchill). Suggested Videos: Waiting for Beckett; A Streetcar Named Desire.

Assessment Methods: Reading quiz. Informal class discussion evaluation. Midterm/Final. Theatre review evaluation using departmental rubric. Theatre research project evaluation using departmental rubric.
WEEK 16
Final Examination.
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