Columbus State Community College
SOC 2330 Web– Marriage and Family Relations Spring 2024

Instructor:
Office:
Phone:
Email:
Office Hours:

REQUIRED TEXT
Marriages & Families: Changes, Choices & Constraints, 9th edition. + REVEL access. Nijole Benokraitis and Cheryl Buehler. Pearson Publishing.

**This is an instant access text class. You have already paid for it in your tuition/fees and don’t need to purchase anything else. Follow the steps in the ‘our classroom’ folder to access the Revel website, which includes the online text.
COURSE PREREQUISITE
English 1101 or higher
COURSE DESCRIPTION
An introduction to the impact of modern society upon the family as it relates to courtship, size of family, member relationships, economic problems and marital stability. This course compares alternative lifestyles, and marriage and family relationships throughout the lifespan.
[bookmark: COURSE_GOALS_and_LEARNING_OUTCOMES]COURSE GOALS and LEARNING OUTCOMES
Students should learn and demonstrate knowledge of:
· The major theoretical perspectives as they relate to marriage and the family, including Functionalism, Conflict Theory, and Symbolic Interactionism
· The socio-historical evolution of family forms and processes contributing to change in form over time
· The interaction between work and family
· The causes and consequences of diversity in family form such as cohabitation, marriage, child-bearing, divorce and remarriage
· The causes and consequences of family violence and crises
· The role of family and family practices in child socialization
· Causes and consequences of the social meanings given to gender and sexual orientation in families
· The role of social structure, governmental policy, and systems of inequality on family form and dynamics
INSTITUTIONAL LEARNING GOALS
In addition to specific course content, the following outcomes are assessed in this course:
· Critical Thinking
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· Quantitative Skills
· Scientific Literacy
· Communication Competence
· Cultural and Social Awareness
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “ Syllabus Statements”.

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS AND UNITS OF INSTRUCTION
See the week by week course schedule

LAST DAY TO DROP THIS COURSE
Monday 3/25

COURSE EVALUATION AND ASSIGNMENTS
	Midterm
	100

	Final Exam
	100

	Course Overview Quiz
	10

	Worksheets (20 pts ea.)
	100

	Text Section Quizzes (REVEL)
	602

	Weekly Chapter Quizzes (BLACKBOARD)
	130

	Discussion Boards (10pts ea.)
	50

	Email Instructor
	10

	Graphing Assignment
	40

	
	1142 points



**There is NO extra-credit for this class.** GRADING SCALE
The grading scale is as follows. There is no curve.

Grade Percent	Grade Points
	A
	90
	to
	100
	(1028-1142 points)

	B
	80
	to
	89
	(914- 1027 points)

	C
	70
	to
	79
	(800 – 913 points)

	D
	60
	to
	69
	(686 - 799 points)

	E
	Below
	59
	
	(685 points and below)


**Again, there is NO extra-credit work available for this class.**



ASSIGNMENTS

All assignment instructions are on Blackboard. Due dates are listed in the course schedule. Since assignments are all available for lengthy periods of time, due dates are not flexible, and many of the assignments cannot be taken late or made up.
Emergencies happen, so plan ahead to avoid missing assignments.

Exams
There are 2 exams, a midterm and a final. The final is not cumulative. See the course schedule for the weeks/chapters covered on each exam.

Quizzes
There are two types of weekly quizzes: chapter section reading quizzes AND overall weekly quizzes. You must complete both every week

· The chapter section quizzes are on REVEL and are to be completed while you read the online text (chapter sections, Eg. 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, etc.). Chapter section reading quiz questions are limited to 2 attempts.
· The overall weekly quizzes are on BLACKBOARD in the ‘assignments’ folder. They cover the overall chapter(s) assigned for the specific weeks. Overall weekly quizzes may be taken 5 times before their due dates pass. The highest score always records, so there are no penalties for taking them multiple times. These quizzes draw from a large pool of questions, and each time you take them, you will see different questions. This is a great way to study for the midterm and final exams.
Discussion boards
Students must participate at least 2x per discussion board session on Blackboard. They are accessible 24/7 during their available period. Participants must adhere to the guidelines (see instructions listed under the “assignments” tab on blackboard).

Worksheets
There are 5 worksheets to be completed throughout the term. Each worksheet consists of two files: a pdf questionnaire and a separate Word document with the T/F answers and required essay questions.

Graphing Assignment
There are graphing assignment. Using the CDC vital statistics provided, you will create a graph of the data and answer questions based on your graph and assigned sources. You must upload your answer sheet as a Word (doc/docx) file, while your graph can be a jpg, pdf or other viewable file.

Email Instructor
See instructions under “assignments” for what must be included in the email.


[bookmark: Course_Schedule_–_Spring_2024_–_SOC_2330]Course Schedule – Spring 2024 – SOC 2330 Web
Lectures = powerpoint lectures in Lecture Notes Folder
Text = Marriages & Families: Changes, Choices & Constraints, 9th ed (REVEL Online Text), Benokraitis and Buehler, Pearson Publishing


NOTE: All assignments are due by 10:00pm on their due dates at the VERY LATEST. I am happy to accept any work you finish early and recommend that you stay ahead of the schedule if you can.

	Midterm Exam available (Testing Center): Mon 1/22 –Fri 3/8 (chps 1-3, 5-6, 8-9)

	Final Exam available (Testing Center): Mon 3/25 –Tues 5/7 (chps 4, 7, 10-13)




	[bookmark: Week_1_Week_starting_Jan_15_The_Changing]Week 1	Week starting Jan 15	The Changing Family; Studying the Family

	Goals: Understand the evolution of the definition of the term ‘family;’ how families have changed over time with regard to makeup, demographics, and diversity; the three leading perspectives on why families are changing; the macro- and micro-level factors affecting families; and cross-cultural research and perspectives on families.


READ: Course Policies and Course schedule (syllabus) (Bb > Course Information > Course Policies)
Text Chapters 1 and 2 (Bb> Our Classroom > Revel)
Weeks 1 and 2 folders (Bb > Our Classroom > Lectures and Materials)

DO:	Fri 1/19 - Email Dr. Swarts by 10:00pm (see assignment instructions: Bb > Our Classroom > Assignments > Email Instructor Assignment)
Fri 1/19 – Course Overview Quiz (Bb > Our Classroom > Assignments
> Course Overview Quiz) by 10:00pm


	[bookmark: Week_2_Jan_22_The_Changing_Family;__Stud]Week 2	Jan 22	The Changing Family; Studying the Family

	Goals: Understand the three main sociological perspectives (functionalist, conflict, and interactionist) and the five others commonly used (feminist, ecological, family development, social exchange, and family systems) and how they are applied to the study of relationships and families; methodology and primary research techniques used to gather data; the importance of ethics and values in research.



READ: Text Chapters 1 and 2 (Revel) Weeks 1 and 2 Folders (Bb)

DO:	Fri 1/26 – Chapters 1 AND 2 Reading Section Quizzes (REVEL: Bb >

Our Classroom > Revel) by 10:00pm
Fri 1/26 – Quizzes 1 AND 2 (BLACKBOARD: Bb > Our Classroom > Assignments > Overall Weekly Quizzes) by 10:00pm
Sun 1/28 - Discussion Board 1 ends Sunday, 10:00pm. (Bb >Discussion Board)


	[bookmark: Week_3_Jan_29_Historical_and_Contemporar]Week 3	Jan 29	Historical and Contemporary Family Diversity

	Goals: Understand the varied experiences of families of different racial and ethnic groups in the US over time, and how those experiences have led to diversity in family forms.



READ: Text Chapter 3
Week 3 Folder

DO:	Fri 2/2 – Chapter 3 section quizzes (REVEL) by 10:00pm Fri 2/2 - Quiz 3 (BLACKBOARD) by 10:00pm

	[bookmark: Week_4_Feb_5__Socialization_and_Gender_R]Week 4	Feb 5	Socialization and Gender Roles

	Goals: Understand the concepts of sex, gender, gender identity, gender roles, intersex, transgender, gender inequality, gender stratification, and sexism; theoretical explanations for gender roles, including sociobiology (nature/nurture debate); how gender roles are learned and affected by the media; the impact of gender inequality both in the US and globally


READ: Text Chapter 5
Week 4 Folder

DO:	Fri 2/9 - Worksheet 1: Gender (by 10:00pm via Blackboard) Fri 2/9 - Chapter 5 section quizzes (REVEL) by 10:00pm Fri 2/9 - Quiz 4 (BLACKBOARD) by 10:00pm

	Week 5	Feb 12	Love

	Goals: Understand the concept of love, including theoretical perspectives, functions, and potential dangers.


READ: Text Chapter 6
Week 5 Folder

DO:	Fri 2/16– Graphing Assignment: Teen Birth Rates (Blackboard) by 10:00pm Fri 2/16- Chapters 6 section quizzes (REVEL) by 10:00pm
Fri 2/16 - Quiz 5 (BLACKBOARD) by 10:00pm
Sun 2/18 - Discussion Board 2 ends 10:00pm
[bookmark: Week_6_Feb_19_Dating_and_Mate_Selection]Week 6
Feb 19
Dating and Mate Selection

Goals: Understand the reasons for dating as well as its manifest and latent functions; various forms of mate selection; strategies for meeting partners; mate selection


theories; cross-cultural comparisons of dating and mate selection; dating violence; patterns of breaking up.

READ: Text Chapter 8
Week 6 Folder
DO:	Fri 2/23 - Chapter 8 section quizzes (REVEL) by 10:00pm Fri 2/23 - Quiz 6 (BLACKBOARD) by 10:00pm







	[bookmark: Week_7_Feb_26_Singlehood_and_Cohabitatio]Week 7	Feb 26	Singlehood and Cohabitation

	Goals: Understand singlehood in the US, including why more people are delaying marriage and/or living alone, the different types of singles, and reasons that cohabitation has increased.




READ: Text Chapter 9
Week 7 Folder

DO:	Fri 3/1 Chapter 9 section quizzes (REVEL) by 10:00pm Fri 3/1 - Quiz 7 (BLACKBOARD) by 10:00pm
Prep for/take midterm exam at the testing center

	[bookmark: Week_8_Mar_4__Marriage_and_Communication]Week 8	Mar 4	Marriage and Communication

	Goals: understand the changing nature of marriage, including manifest and latent reasons for marrying, variations in marriage patterns (monogamy, polygyny, polyandry, heterosexual, same sex), and changing marital roles; the importance of communication in marital relationships, patterns of communication, communication problems, and conflict resolution.


Midterm Exam Deadline – Fri 3/8 - Chps: 1-3, 5, 6, 8, 9 (weeks 1-7)

READ: Text Chapter 10
Week 8 Folder

DO:	Last day to take the midterm at the testing center - Fri 3/8.
Fri 3/8 - Worksheet 2: Communication
Fri 3/8 - Chapter 10 section quizzes (REVEL) Fri 3/8 - Quiz 8 (BLACKBOARD)
Sun 3/10 - Discussion Board 3 ends 10:00pm

	[bookmark: Week_9_Mar_18_Sex_and_Sexuality]Week 9	Mar 18	Sex and Sexuality

	Goals: Understand the physical and cultural nature of sex; the concepts of sexual identity, orientation, knowledge, scripts, and self-efficacy; the history of sex and sexual attitudes in the US; sexual health and changes over the lifespan.



READ: Text Chapter 7
Week 9 Folder
DO:	Fri 3/22 - Chapter 7 section quizzes (REVEL) by10:00pm Fri 3/22 - Quiz 9 (BLACKBOARD) by 10:00pm

	[bookmark: Week_10_Mar_25__Parenting:_More_Choices_]Week 10	Mar 25	Parenting: More Choices and Constraints

	Goals: Understand the role of parenting in child socialization; the complex nature of whether to become a parent, including birth control, abortion, pregnancy, surrogacy, and childlessness; the impact of parenthood on women, men, their relationships and careers; variations in families (race, ethnicity, socio-economic status, sexual orientation) and their impact on parenting and children’s outcomes; common parenting styles and forms of discipline.



READ: Text Chapter 11
Weeks 10-11 Folder

DO:	Fri 3/29 - Worksheet 3: Motherhood and Fatherhood Patterns

[bookmark: Week_11_Apr_1__Parenting:_More_Choices_a]Week 11	Apr 1	Parenting: More Choices and Constraints

READ: Text Chapter 11
Weeks 10-11 Folder

DO:	Fri 4/5- Chapter 11 section quizzes (REVEL) by 10:00pm Fri 4/5- Quiz 10 (BLACKBOARD) by 10:00pm


	[bookmark: Week_12_Apr_8_The_Economy_and_Family_Lif]Week 12	Apr 8 The Economy and Family Life

	Goals: Understand how and why the nature of work and the economy have changed over time, including factors such as globalization and off-shoring; how work and the economy affect marital roles and families; the impact of inequality on families; the impact of workplace and governmental polices on families



READ: Text Chapter 4
Week 12 Folder
DO:	Fri 4/12 - Chapter 4 section quizzes (REVEL) by 10:00pm Fri 4/12 - Quiz 11 (BLACKBOARD) by 10:00pm

Sun 4/14 - Discussion Board 4 ends

	Week 13	Apr 15	Domestic Violence and Other Family Crises

	Goals: Understand the types, causes and consequences of familial violence, including intimate partner violence, child abuse, and elder abuse; crises affecting families, such as substance abuse, mental health issues, suicide, rape (date, stranger, marital), and financial insecurity.



READ: Start Text Chapter 12 Weeks13-14 Folder
[bookmark: Week_14__Apr_22_Domestic_Violence_and_Ot]Week 14	Apr 22	Domestic Violence and Other Family Crises

READ: Text Chapter 12
Weeks 13-14 Folder

DO:	Fri 4/26 - Worksheet 4: Relationship Violence
Fri 4/26 - Chapter 12 section quizzes (REVEL) by 10:00pm Fri 4/26 - Quiz 12 (BLACKBOARD) by 10:00pm

	[bookmark: Week_15_Apr_29_Separation_and_Divorce,_R]Week 15	Apr 29	Separation and Divorce, Remarriages and Stepfamilies

	Goals: understand the phases, processes, and outcomes of separation, divorce and remarriage; micro and macro levels reasons for divorce and why divorce rates have declined; the effects of divorce on both adults and children; stepfamilies, including types, strengths and challenges.


READ: Text Chapter 13
Week 15 Folder

DO:	Fri 5/3 - Worksheet 5: Ideal Mate
Fri 5/3 – Graphing Assignment 2: Marriage and Divorce Rates Fri 5/3 - Chapter 13 section quizzes (REVEL) by 10:00pm
Fri 5/3 - Quiz 13 (BLACKBOARD) by 10:00pm
Sun 5/5 - Discussion Board 5 ends


Exam Week - Final Exam Deadline - Tues 5/7 –– By Appointment Only at the Testing Center - Chps: 4, 7, 10-13 (weeks 8-15)

Last chance to take final exam. Deadline – Tues 5/7.
