Course Title
and Number:
Law and Society SOC 2309
Columbus State Community College
Course Outline

Credits: 5	Class Hours Per Week:	3	Lab Hours Per Week: 0 Prerequisites:	Placement into ENGL 1100
Concurrents:	None

Description of Course:	Introduction to the law as a social institution, including the origins of law and its relationship to other social institutions, social control, and social change.

Goals of Course:	The student will:
1. Describe the basic foundations of the sociology of law, the families of legal systems, and the functions and dysfunctions of the law.
2. Discuss and summarize legal theories and philosophies.
3. Explain the structure of the legal system in the United States at both the state and federal level.
4. Recognize the unique characteristics of and training into the legal profession in the United States and the stratification systems within the legal profession.
5. Explain the ethical requirements for legal practitioners and the factors that affect access to the law.
6. Explain the basic methods of dispute resolution, the social influences on disputing, and public responses to the law.
7. Outline the steps in the criminal justice process and the issues faced throughout the system.
8. Explain the role of juries in the legal system and the influence of social and legal factors on jury decision making.
9. Describe the role of the law as a tool of social control and the role and effectiveness of punishment in society.
10. Explain the use of the law in generating and responding to social change in society.
11. Analyze cases involving racial, ethnic, and other forms of discrimination in their historical context.
12. Explain the impact of technology on the law, especially with regard to privacy and mass surveillance.
General Education
Outcomes:	For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:
1. Critical Thinking
3. Quantitative Skills
4. Cultural and Social Awareness
6. Communication Competence
7. Cultural and Social Awareness
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.
Textbooks, Manuals and
References:	Lippman, Matthew. Law and Society, 4th ed. 2024. Sage Publishing.
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General Instructional
Methods:	Lecture, discussions, laboratory exercises, videos, field trips, speakers, computer simulations, PowerPoint presentations, and various other methods as determined appropriate by the instructor.

Standards for Evaluation: In general, 90% is required for an "A," 80% for a "B," 70% for a "C," 60% for a "D" and below 60% is an "E."

Methods of Evaluation:	The methods of evaluation are left to the discretion of the faculty member responsible for each course section. The following are suggested but not mandatory means of evaluation: observation reports, book reviews, term papers, individual projects, group projects, class participation, class reports, discussion board participation, exercises, exams, and quizzes.

Attendance Policy:	The attendance policy is left to the discretion of the faculty member
responsible for each course section.
College syllabus statements: Columbus State Community College required college syllabus statements on college policies and student support services can be found at www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the college website quick links “syllabus statements.”

Units of Instruction:	1.	Week 1 - Lippman, Chapter 1: An Introduction to Law and Society
2. Week 2 - Lippman, Chapter 2: Theories of Law and Justice
3. Week 3 - Lippman, Chapter 3: The Structure and Function of Courts
4. Week 4 - Lippman, Chapter 4: The Legal Profession Week 5 – Exam 1
5. Week 6 - Lippman, Chapter 5: Access to Justice and Legal Ethics
6. Week 7 - Lippman, Chapter 6: Dispute Resolution
7. Week 8 - Lippman, Chapter 7: Criminal Courts
8. Week 9 - Lippman, Chapter 8: Juries
Week 10 – Exam 2
9. Week 11 - Lippman, Chapter 9: Law and Social Control
10. Week 12 - Lippman, Chapter 10: Impact of Law on Society
11. Week 13 - Lippman, Chapter 11: Law and Racial and Ethnic Inequality
12. Week 14 - Lippman, Chapter 12: Privacy and Surveillance Week 15 – Exam 3
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