SOC 1500—Rural Sociology SAMPLE SYLLABUS
Instructor: Shauna Sowga Phone: 614-287-5963 (Office) Email: ssowga@cscc.edu
Meeting Times: Online
Office: TL 317
Office Hours: In person: Thurs 9-12 and 1:30-3:30, via Zoom Tuesday 2-4
Textbook:
Experience Sociology (2023, 5th Ed.) by David Croteau & William Hoynes (McGraw Hill) ISBN: 1260726827
Other readings as listed.
Course Description

As an introduction to rural sociology, this course will survey contemporary issues in rural society throughout the world, paying special attention to the U.S. and developing countries. This course will introduce sociological theories, methods, and concepts and apply them to agriculture, natural resources, rural social institutions and communities, population growth and change, globalization, environment, and development.

Course Objectives:
Students should be able to:
1. Develop an understanding of sociological foundations, theories, methods, and the sociology of rural life.
2. Understand the nature of rurality and rural populations, communities, and the economic, social, and cultural basis of rural life.
3. Develop an understanding of the diversity of rural populations and population change in the U.S. and globally.
4. Gain an understanding of globalization and domestic and international development and global processes of migration, immigration, and refugee resettlement.
5. Develop an understanding of social change processes in rural society and social policies developed to address rural social problems in domestic and international contexts.

General Learning Outcomes:
Critical Thinking Quantitative Skills Scientific Literacy
Communication Competence Cultural and Social Awareness Course Policies:
1.	Student Conduct: When respect breaks down, the learning process is
interrupted. This includes the use of cell phones or other devices in a manner that disrupts the classroom environment. Students must be respectful of others and the instructor. Students must abide by the student code of conduct rules (see student policy 7-10). See the link to the student handbook: Offhttp://www2.cscc.edu/services/studenthandbook/StudentPolicyProced.pdf .
2.	Attendance: Students are expected to participate in the online class multiple times per week. All weeks begin on Monday at midnight and end on Sunday at midnight. However, week 16 will end on Thursday at midnight to allow for grading. Students who miss more than one week generally find themselves falling behind and struggling to keep up with the material and meeting deadlines.
3.	Exams*: Students have 1 week to take tests, quizzes, and exams. All exams and quizzes will be online via blackboard and can be taken at home. Students who miss an exam should contact the instructor within 24 hours and have a valid written documented excuse to take a make-up exam. If you know ahead of time that you will not be able to attend an exam due to a planned out of town trip for work or military, you must provide two weeks’ notice with written documentation. You will have 2 hours to complete both exams.
4.	Late assignments will be accepted with prior approval from the instructor, or under exigent circumstances.
5.	Grading: Please allow up to 7 days for all grades to be returned via Blackboard after the due date.
6.	Please see Department and College Policies on Blackboard

Course Requirements
	Two Exams @ 50 points each
	100 points (20%)

	5 Discussion Boards @ 20 points each
	100 points (20%)

	5 Quizzes @ 20 points each (Blackboard)
	100 points (20%)

	10 Exercises @ 10 points each
	100 points (20%)

	Rural Issues or Rural People Project
	100 points (20%)

	TOTAL
	500 points (100%)


Exams
· Multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, and essay exams will be administered at home.

Quizzes
· Quizzes are taken online on Blackboard; see the policies on missed exams above. Students will have 1 hour to complete the quizzes. All quizzes will be open on Monday at midnight and close on Sunday at 11:59 pm est.

Discussion Boards
· Discussion boards will be completed via Blackboard. Each week students will complete one assigned discussion board answering each question and post at least two peer responses. All main posts should be 150 words in length and cite outside sources using APA format. All peer responses should be substantive. Please see policies on late discussion boards above.
Rural Issues or Rural People Paper
· The paper will be due on Sunday at the end of Week 13. Please view all assignment instructions under the assignment link. All papers must include correct APA formatting and in-text citations. Email assignment submissions will not be accepted. Please submit your paper via Turnitin under the assignment submission area.
Exercises
· All assignments are due by Sunday at 11:59 pm est. Please view all assignment instructions under the assignment links. All exercises must include correct APA formatting. Please submit each assignment under the correct assignment submission area.

Grade scale:

	A
	450-500

	B
	400-449

	C
	350-399

	D
	300-349

	E
	299 or less



Course Schedule
The Schedule is subject to minor modification.

	
Week 1
	8/28-
9/3
	
Chapter 1
	Introduction to Sociology and Rural Sociology
	Exercise 1
Intro DB

	
Additional Reading
	
	Jaffe & Gertler (2017), “Rural Sociology” (available online
library)
	
	

	Week 2
	9/4-
9/10
	Chapter 2
	Theory and Research Methods
	Exercise 2

	
	
	
	
	

	
Week 3
	9/11-
9/17
	Chapter 3 (pp.
50-61; 73)
	Culture, Defining Rural, the Rural Mystique
	Exercise 3
Quiz 1

	
Additional Reading
	
	Lough (2016) “Overcoming the Contempt for Small Places.” AJES.
(Online Library)
	
Theodori & Willits (2019). “Rural and Small-Town Residents and the Rural Mystique” (Online Library
	

	
Week 4
	
9/18-
9/24
	Chapter 5 (pp.
98-115)
Chapter 16 (pp.
407-419)
	
Power, Politics, Rural Governance
	Exercise 4
DB 2

	
Additional Reading
	
	RUPRI, Effective Rural Governance (link in Our
Classroom)
	
	

	
Week 5
	
9/25-
10/1
	Chapter 6 (pp.
147-161)
Chapter 15 (379-
388; 393-394)
	Social Interaction, Groups, Social Networks, Social Capital, Communities
	
Exercise 5

	
Additional Reading
	
	Flora (2006) “Social Capital and Community” (Online Library)
	
	

	Week 6
	10/2-
10/8
	Chapter 9
	Class and Global Inequality, Spatial Inequality
	Quiz 2
DB 3

	
Additional Reading
	
	Galster & Sharkey (2017) “Spatial Foundations of Inequality” Online Library)
	
	

	Week 7
	10/9-
10/15
	Exam 1 (At home exam)
	
	Complete Exam 1



	Week 8
	10/16-
10/22
	Chapter 10
	Race & Ethnicity
	Exercise 6

	

Additional Reading
	
	Crocket, et al. (2018). “Racial Minority Youth in the Rural United
States” (Online Library)
	
	

	
Week 9
	10/23-
10/29
	
Chapter 11
	
Gender & Aging
	Exercise 7
Quiz 3

	

Additional Reading
	
	Weil (2017). Aging in Rural Communities: Identity Maintenance”
(Online Library)
	
	

	Week 10
	10/30-
11/5
	Chapter 12 (pp.
307-319)
	Religion in Rural Areas The Amish in Ohio
	Exercise 8

	

Additional Reading
	
	Handrick (2023) “The Changing Lives of Amish Women” (Plain Anabaptist
Journal.org)
	
	

	Week 11
	11/6-
11/12
	Chapter 13
	Education and Work, Making a Living in Rural America
	DB 4

	

Additional Reading
	
	Wilson, et al. (2018) “Rural Educational Attainment: The Importance of Context.” (Online Library)
	
	

	Week 12
	11/13-
11/19
	Chapter 15 (pp.
400-404)
	Rural Health and Healthcare Inequalities
	Quiz 4

	

Additional Reading
	
	US Dept of HHS (2024) “Access to Healthcare in Rural America: Current Trends and Key
Challenges” Report.
	
	

	
Week 13
	
11/20-
11/26
	
Chapter 15 (pp.
394-399)
	
Environment and Natural Resources
	DB 5 RIP/RPP
Papers
DUE

	
Additional Reading
	
	Beckley (2017). Energy and the Rural Sociological
Imagination. (Onlin e Library)
	Hunter, et al. (2005). “The Association between Natural Amenities, Rural Population Growth, and Economic Well-being” (Online Library)
	



	
Week 14
	
11/27-
12/3
	Chapter 16 (pp.
427-434)
Chapter 17 (pp.
444-450)
	The Economy in Rural America, Community & Global Development, Globalization
	Exercise 9

	



Additional Readings
	
	Center on Rural Innovation. 2023. The Equity of Opportunity in Rural America. https://ruralinnovati on.us/blog/equity-economic-opportunity-rural-america/
	


Emory (2006). “Using Community Capitals to Develop Assets for Positive Community Change.” Community Development Journal (Online Library)
	

	
Week 15
	12/4-
12/10
	
Chapter 17
	Population, Migration, Refugee Resettlement
	Exercise 10
Quiz 5

	




Additional Readings
	
	
The United Nation High Commission for Refugees 1951 Refugee Protocol and 1967 Convention on the Rights of Refugees. (UNHCR, available online)
	
USDA Economic Research Service. (2024). Net Migration Spurs Rural Growth in Areas of the United States. (Online Link)

Migration Policy Institute (2023). Refugees and Asylees in the United States. (Online link)
	

	Finals Week
	12/11-
12/16
	Exam 2 (Final Exam)
You have until Thursday (close) to take the exam.


**For the purposes of financial aid reporting, a student meets the participation and attendance criteria if s/he has actively engaged in the class and demonstrated a meaningful attempt toward completion of the course. Examples of active engagement may include but are not limited to: completing a graded course assignment (e.g., homework, quiz, essay, project, or lab); actively participating in studio or practicum sessions; making content-related contributions to an online discussion forum (including responses both to prompts and to student/instructor posts).
