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COURSE NUMBER: SHS 2230	COURSE TITLE: Introduction to Communication Disorders

INSTRUCTOR:  Heather Johnston, Ph.D.	CONTACT: hjohnst1@cscc.edu

CREDITS: 3	CLASS/CONTACT HOURS PER WEEK: 3	PREREQUISITES: Placement into ENGL 1100
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:
This course provides a survey of the topics, methodologies, and applications of speech and hearing science in normal and disordered hearing, speech, and language. This includes an introduction to the components of normal communication, including anatomy and physiology of speech and hearing mechanisms and physical components of sound and language. Major emphasis is on specific communication disorders, including fluency disorders, stuttering, swallowing disorders, aphasia, reading disorders, and different types of hearing loss.
Course material will also address the Speech Pathology and Audiology professions and communication therapies.
COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
· Understand normal development of various aspects of communicative behavior
· Understand the anatomy and physiology of the normal and disordered speech and hearing mechanisms
· Acquire a basic understanding of the acoustics of speech
· Gain knowledge of causes and characteristics of various communication disorders
· Develop an awareness of the educational, economic, social, and cultural consequences of communication disorders
· Gain a basic understanding of the role of various professionals and family members in helping individuals with communication disorders
· Interact more effectively and empathetically with individuals with communication disorders
GENERAL EDUCATION OUTCOMES:
For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:
ILG #1 Critical Thinking
ILG #6 Communication Competence ILG #7 Cultural and Social Awareness
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.
COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED
1. Email: https://mail.cscc.edu/student/index.html. Check your CSCC email regularly. I may send course information, give updates, or answer questions through email. You can expect me to answer your emails within 24-48 hours.
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2. Course Blackboard Website: http://courses.cscc.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp. Log in with your CSCC username and password. Click on SHS2240/this section number. Here you will find my contact information, your grades, the syllabus, and course materials.


TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS
· Required readings provided by instructor.
· Optional textbook: Plante & Beeson (2013). Communication & Communication Disorders: A Clinical  Introduction. 4th Edition. A copy is on reserve at the CSCC Library.
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
This class is conducted entirely online through Blackboard. You will watch videos, participate in discussion boards, and complete projects, assessments, and surveys

STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION:
Discussion boards, case studies, and exams.

GRADING SCALE:
	A = 90-100%

	B = 80-89%

	C = 70-79%

	D = 60-69%

	E = 0-60%



ATTENDANCE POLICY
You are expected to log on to Blackboard several times per week. Simply posting to the discussion board and leaving for the week is not a good idea. Classmates will be posting their assignments at different times each week, so you will need to be active on Blackboard multiple times per week. If you are receiving financial aid, please note that during the semester I am required to report whether you have been attending class or not. If you have not been to class in over 2 weeks, I need to report you as not attending and you will be withdrawn from the class.

COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION:

Week 1
· Unit of Instruction: Introduction to Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Define the terms communication and language.
· Know in general the classification of communication disorders in the areas of speech, language, and hearing.
· Identify the diversity of career options in the fields of SLP, AUD, and related fields.
· Assignment: Video lecture, readings

· Assessment Methods: Discussion Board, midterm exam

Week 2
· Unit of Instruction: Biological Foundations of Speech
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Identify the head and neck structures that are used to produce sound and locate them on anatomical models.
· Understand the respiratory, phonatory, and resonance systems.
· Identify the structures used for articulation of speech sounds and locate them on anatomical models.
· Explain how videoendoscopy is used by SLPs to visualize internal structures.
· Identify areas of the nervous system related to speech, including brain areas and cranial nerves.
· Assignment: Video lecture, readings
· Assessment Methods: case study or discussion board, anatomy practice, midterm exam

Week 3
· Unit of Instruction: Acoustics
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Understand the acoustic components of sound visualized as a waveform.
· Understand the physical versus psychological characteristics of sound frequency, intensity, and quality.
· Recognize how spectrograms are used by SLPs to visualize speech sounds.
· Assignment: Video lecture, readings
· Assessment Methods: case study or discussion board, midterm exam

Week 4
· Unit of Instruction: Phonetics
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Understand the characteristics of phonemes and how they are produced, including place, manner, and voicing.
· Have a general knowledge of the International Phonetic Alphabet and be able to transcribe the phonemes of American English.
· Describe the developmental norms for phoneme acquisition, including the process of creating phoneme categories.
· Identify and describe developmental phonological processes.
· Assignment: Video lecture, readings
· Assessment Methods: case study or discussion board, phonetic transcription practice, midterm exam

Week 5
· Unit of Instruction: Phonological Disorders
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Explain and differentiate articulation disorders, from phonological disorders/speech delay, and motor speech disorders.
· Describe and identify the four types of speech sound errors.
· Describe persisting developmental errors with phonemes and phonological processes.
· Describe the common symptoms that occur with speech delay.
· Describe the different components of an evaluation for speech delay, including any testing, and analyses conducted by the SLP.

· Describe treatment approaches/goals for speech delay.
· Assignment: Video lecture, readings
· Assessment Methods: case study or discussion board, midterm exam

Week 6
· Unit of Instruction: Craniofacial Anomalies and Motor Speech Disorders
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Explain how craniofacial anomalies and syndromes are related to speech production disorders.
· Explain what cleft lip and palate is, including the cause, variation in presentation, the impact on speech production, and the negative impact on a person's quality of life.
· Explain dysarthria and common symptoms/subtypes.
· Describe Cerebral Palsy, including prevalence, cause, and the types of dysarthria.
· Discuss communication options for individuals with dysarthria.
· Describe tongue thrust.
· Describe and explain Childhood Apraxia of Speech, including possible causes and symptoms.
· Describe the different acquired speech production disorders in adults, including dysarthria and apraxia
· Assignment: Video lecture, readings
· Assessment Methods: case study or discussion board, midterm exam

Week 7
· Unit of Instruction: Fluency Disorders
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Define fluency and the characteristics of normal disfluencies.
· Identify prevalence of stuttering, onset of symptoms, and prognosis.
· Describe stuttering symptoms, including types of disfluencies and secondary characteristics.
· Evaluate possible causes of stuttering.
· Describe in general how stuttering is evaluated and treatment approaches/goals.
· Describe the psychosocial impact of stuttering.
· Describe acquired stuttering in adults and how it differs from developmental stuttering.
· Describe cluttering symptoms and treatment.
· Assignment: Video lecture, readings
· Assessment Methods: case study or discussion board, midterm exam

Week 8
· Unit of Instruction: Voice and Swallowing Disorders
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Describe the characteristics that contribute to voice. Explore the idea of voice differences versus voice disorders.
· Describe how voice is affected by problems with resonance, phonation, and/or loudness.
· Explain phonotrauma and the individuals who are at the greatest risk.
· Describe the various disorders related to vocal fold tissue changes, including laryngitis, vocal nodules, vocal polyps, laryngeal papilloma, and laryngeal cancer.
· Identify laryngeal cancer symptoms and risk factors, common surgical procedures, and post-operative speech strategies available to patients.
· Describe the various neurological voice disorders, including vocal fold paralysis, Spasmodic Dysphonia, and Parkinson's Disease.
· Describe the various functional voice disorders, including Muscular Tension Dysphonia and

Puberphonia.
· Describe how voice disorders are evaluated by an SLP.
· Consider voice therapy for individuals without a disorder.
· Explain the four stages in a normal swallow.
· Define dysphagia including causes and risk factors.
· Describe common symptoms of dysphagia.
· Describe how dysphagia is evaluated by an SLP, including identifying other health professionals on the team.
· Describe treatment approaches/goals and the psychosocial impact of dysphagia.
· Describe Feeding Disorder in children, including causes, symptoms, and risk factors.
· Assignment: Video lecture, readings
· Assessment Methods: case study or discussion board, midterm exam

Week 9
· Unit of Instruction: Language
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Define language and discuss its dynamic properties.
· Evaluate the difference between language differences and language disorders.
· Define and differentiate between dialect, accent, foreign accent, and bilingualism.
· Examine the cultural factors that influence communication.
· Explore the intersection of multiculturalism and communication disorders. Discuss how SLPs should consider these issues.
· Explain the structural language ability of form, including phonology, morphology, and syntax.
· Explain the structural language ability of content, including vocabulary and semantics.
· Explain language use/pragmatics.
· Describe and contrast the various language acquisition theories, including behaviorism, nativism, cognition, and biology.
· Map out the timeline of language development, focusing on developments of form, content, and use at each stage (infancy, toddlerhood, preschool, school age).
· Describe language skills age 0-1.5 years, including types of vocalizations, gestures, vocabulary, and errors.
· Describe language skills age 1.5-3 years.
· Describe language skills age 3-5 years, including discourse skills and metalinguistic skills.
· Discuss the development of literacy, beginning with preliteracy skills and teaching approaches to reading.
· Assignment: Video lecture, readings
· Assessment Methods: case study or discussion board, final exam
Week 10
· Unit of Instruction: Language Disorders in Children
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Explain what a language disorder is, including the variants based on issues with form, content, and/or use.
· Define the term "late talker" and their demographics and symptoms.
· List and define the various manifestations of a language disorders considering comprehension, expression, components of language, and severity.
· Describe in detail the diagnosis of Developmental Language Disorder/Specific Language Impairment

including cause, symptoms, and psychosocial impact.
· Explain the term secondary language impairment. Discuss the common language impairments found in individuals with Autism, Intellectual Disability, and Hearing Impairment.
· Discuss how symptoms of Attention Deficit-Hyperactivity Disorder can impact language.
· Describe how language disorders are evaluated by an SLP, including the need for a multicultural framework.
· Describe language therapy goals and treatment strategies, including how the SLP works with parents and K-12 teachers and staff.
· Assignment: Video lecture, readings
· Assessment Methods: case study or discussion board, final exam

Week 11
· Unit of Instruction: Language Disorders in Adults
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Define aphasia and list the common causes and risk factors.
· Identify brain areas within the perisylvian region that are involved in language, knowing their names, functions, and locations on a brain diagram.
· Describe the Boston Classification System for aphasia.
· Describe the six types of aphasia, including the lesion location, Boston Classification profile, and hallmark symptoms. (Anomic aphasia, Broca's aphasia, Wernicke's aphasia, Conduction aphasia, Global aphasia, Primary Progressive aphasia)
· Describe how aphasia symptoms are assessed and treated by an SLP.
· Describe the acquired reading and writing impairments of alexia and agraphia.
· Describe the common communication impairments experienced with damage to the right hemisphere.
· Define dementia. List the causes and symptoms, focusing on communication impairments.
· Assignment: Video lecture, readings
· Assessment Methods: case study or discussion board, final exam

Week 12
· Unit of Instruction: Hearing Biology
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Identify anatomical areas of the outer ear, knowing their names, functions, and locations on a diagram of the ear.
· Identify anatomical areas of the middle ear, knowing their names, functions, and locations on a diagram of the ear.
· Identify the two middle ear muscles and describe their functions.
· Identify anatomical areas of the inner ear, specifically the semicircular canals, vestibule, and cochlea, and locate them on a diagram of the ear.
· Describe how the cochlea translates soundwaves into neural information, including a description of the basilar membrane, tonotopic organization, and the function of the hair cells.
· Describe the pathway of sound information from the 8th cranial nerve to auditory centers in the brain.
· Assignment: Video lecture, readings
· Assessment Methods: case study or discussion board, hearing anatomy practice, final exam

Week 13
· Unit of Instruction: Hearing Disorders
· Learning Objectives/Goals:

· Define the terms hearing loss and hearing impairment.
· Explain the difference between the terms deaf and Deaf.
· Discuss the the stigma associated with hearing loss in our culture and the psychosocial impact of having a hearing impairment.
· Explain the four types of hearing loss (conductive, sensorineural, mixed, and central auditory processing disorder) along with the typical severity of loss, location of the problem in the auditory system, and the prognosis.
· Considering hearing loss in children, state the prevalence, risk factors, and the most common causes of conductive and sensorineural hearing loss.
· Considering hearing loss in adults, state the prevalence, risk factors, and the most common causes of conductive and sensorineural hearing loss.
· Assignment: Video lecture, readings
· Assessment Methods: case study or discussion board, final exam
Week 14
· Unit of Instruction: Hearing Assessment & Treatment
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Describe the process of hearing screenings for children and for adults.
· Describe the initial parts of an audiological evaluation, beginning with the goals of a case history and otoscopy.
· Describe the two types of Immittance Audiometry testing: tympanometry and acoustic reflexes, explaining what these tests are evaluating. Accurately interpret common tympanometry results.
· Explain the different types of objective testing (otoacoustic emissions, auditory brainstem response) and what structures are being assessed by these tests.
· Describe how audiometric testing is conducted, including the testing procedure, how the audiogram is created, the different ways of presenting sounds to the patient, and descriptors associated with different audiometric results.
· Accurately interpret typical audiogram results for conductive, sensorineural, and mixed hearing losses.
· Describe behavioral testing strategies for young children.
· Describe different types of speech testing and how that is conducted and recorded on the audiogram.
· List the different components of a digital hearing aid and identify them on a diagram.
· List the different types of hearing aids (behind-the-ear, in-the-ear, etc.) and explain why some types are better than others for different individuals.
· Discuss hearing aid care, maintenance, and possible obstacles to successful use.
· Explain what an auditory implantable device is and the different options. In more detail, explain how a cochlear implant works, who is best suited for getting a cochlear implant, and the team of professionals that work with an individual getting a cochlear implant.
· Describe a variety of Hearing Assistive Technology Systems, this will include Assistive Listening Devices and Assistive Alerting Devices.
· Following the audiological evaluation, describe counseling and communication strategies that an Audiologists will cover with their patient who has a hearing loss.
· Explain auditory training.
· Describe additional considerations needed when treating a child who has a hearing loss.
· Describe the different communication options for a child with severe to profound hearing loss.
· Assignment: Video lecture, readings
· Assessment Methods: case study or discussion board, final exam

Week 15
· Unit of Instruction: Professional Issues
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Revisit the diversity of career options in the fields of SLP and AUD, including the most common work settings.
· Describe the interdisciplinary nature of communication disorders and the different disciplines SLP/AUDs interact with.
· Recall in general the requirements needed to be a licensed SLP or AUD.
· Assignment: Video lecture, readings
· Assessment Methods: case study or discussion board, final exam
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