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COURSE NUMBER: PSY2331	COURSE TITLE: Psychopathology

INSTRUCTOR:	CONTACT: Department Phone 614-287-5005

CREDITS: 3	CLASS/CONTACT HOURS PER WEEK: 3 PREREQUISITES: Grade of “C” or better in PSY 1100.

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: This course provides an examination of the various psychological disorders as well as theoretical, clinical, and experimental perspectives on the study of psychopathology. Emphasis is on terminology, classification, etiology, assessment, and treatment of the major disorders. Research, major perspectives, and myths in the field of mental health are explored considering diverse cultural norms.

COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: Below is a list of specific skills this course is designed to guide you towards obtaining. Each assignment you complete in this course will contribute to your growth towards meeting these goals.
· Describe and evaluate the historical and cultural viewpoints as well as current theoretical views of psychological disorders.
· Compare and contrast the symptoms of psychological disorders with non-pathological behaviors.
· Describe the clinical picture and discuss clinical assessment of each of the major psychological disorders (e.g. anxiety, somatoform, mood, personality, and psychotic disorders as well as addictions) using the DSM for reference.
· Evaluate the relevance of current and past research within clinical and counseling psychology.
· Distinguish myths and misconceptions from facts regarding psychological illness and therapy and apply facts to understanding of diagnosis, etiology, prognosis, and treatment of psychological disorders.
· Evaluate ethical issues regarding treatment and current status of treatment resources.
· Assess and critically analyze theories, research methods and findings (outcomes), and applications developed by psychologists and made available through textbooks, newspapers, professional and lay periodicals, and the internet.
· Recognize diversity and individual differences and similarities and how they intersect with mental health and cultural definitions of wellness and functioning.
PROGRAM OUTCOMES:

OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals
· ILG#1 Critical Thinking
· ILG#3 Quantitative Skills
· ILG #4 Scientific Literacy
· ILG #6 Communication Competence
· ILG #7 Cultural and Social Awareness
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of
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student learning throughout the college.
COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED:

Internet/Electronic Materials: You will need regular access to a computer and the following.
· Blackboard: https://courses.cscc.edu/ Here you will find, the syllabus, course materials, assignments, and grades.
· The most recent release of Firefox or Chrome internet browsers.
· Word Processing applications such as Microsoft Word for FTF, DOC and/or DOCX files
· Adobe Reader or other PDF reader for PDF documents.
· Email: https://www.cscc.edu/services/student-email.shtml Check your CSCC email regularly. Announcements and updates are sent via email to your CSCC email. You can expect a response within 24-48 hours. Emails sent from any other address may go into my "junk" folder and not checked.
· Note: Please be sure to check that your device meets the technical requirements for the course. This will help ensure that you have what is needed to work through the materials and
assignments: https://www.cscc.edu/academics/online-learning/technical-requirements.shtml
TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS:
· Sue, D., Sue, D. W., Sue, D. M., & Sue, S. (2025). Understanding Psychological Disorders Enhanced (12th Ed). Cengage. - includes MindTap access. Course is designated as Instant Access.
· American Psychological Association. 2017. Multicultural Guidelines: An Ecological Approach to Context, Identity, and Intersectionality. Access at https://www.apa.org/about/policy/multicultural-guidelines (certain pages will be assigned)
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS:
· All readings are available in Blackboard or in your eBook
· Lecture, discussion, and other methods as determined appropriate by the instructor will be used.
· Each course folder contains study guides, readings, videos, and supplementary materials.

STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION:
The methods of evaluation are left to the discretion of the faculty member responsible for each course section. The following are suggested but not mandatory means of evaluation: papers, individual projects, group projects, class participation, presentations, exercises, and examinations.

GRADING SCALE:
In general, 90% is required for an "A," 80% for a "B," 70% for a "C," 60% for a "D" and below 60% is an "E" or “EN.” An E represents a failing grade and that a significant portion of the coursework was attempted by the student. An EN represents a failing grade and that a significant portion of the coursework was not attempted by the student. Both E and EN grades have the same impact on a student’s GPA. If a student has financial aid, then an EN grade may negatively impact their financial aid status and may result in paying back tuition.
SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS ATTENDANCE POLICY
Financial Aid Recipients (including Veterans Affairs) Please Note: Columbus State is required by federal law to verify the enrollment of students who participate in Federal Title IV student aid programs and/or who receive educational benefits through the Department of Veterans Affairs. It is the responsibility of the College to identify

students who do not commence attendance or who stop attendance in any course for which they are registered and paid. Non-attendance is reported each semester by each instructor, and results in a student being administratively withdrawn from the class section. Please contact the Financial Aid Office for information regarding the impact of course withdrawals on financial aid eligibility.

For the purposes of financial aid reporting, a student meets the participation and attendance criteria if s/he has actively engaged in the class and demonstrated a meaningful attempt toward completion of the course.
Examples of active engagement may include, but are not limited to: completing a graded course assignment (e.g., homework, quiz, essay, project, or lab); actively participating in studio or practicum sessions; making content-related contributions to an online discussion forum (including responses both to prompts and to student/instructor posts).

COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”.
UNITS OF INSTRUCTION


	Week
	Unit of Instruction
	Learning Objectives/Goals
	Assessment Method
	Assignments
	Assignment Due Dates

	Week 1
	Introduction
	Welcome to the Course
	
	Pre-Course Readings
	Week 1

	Week 2
	Module 1
	Introduction to Abnormal Psychology
	
	Chapter 1 Quiz
	Week 2

	Week 3
	Module 1
	Understanding and Treating Mental Disorders
	
	Chapter 2 Quiz
	Week 3

	Week 4
	Module 2
	Assessment and Classification of Mental Disorders and
Research Methods for Studying Mental Disorders
	
	Chapter 3 & 4 Quiz
	Week 4

	Week 5
	Module 2
	Ethics in Abnormal Psychology
	
	Chapter 17 Quiz
	Week 5

	Week 6
	Module 3
	Anxiety, Obsessive-Compulsive and Related Disorders
	Exam 1
	Chapter 5 Quiz
	Week 6

	Week 7
	Module 3
	Trauma and Stressor-Related Disorders
	
	Chapter 5 Quiz
	Week 7

	Week 8
	Module 3
	Depressive and Bipolar Disorders & Suicide
	Case Study
	Chapter 8 & 9 Quiz
	Week 8



	Week 9
	Module 4
	Somatic Symptom and Dissociative Disorders
	
	Chapter 7 Quiz
	Week 9

	Week 10
	Module 4
	Eating Disorders
	
	Chapter 10 Quiz
	Week 10

	Week 11
	Module 4
	Substance-Related and Other Addictive Disorders & Sexual Dysfunctions, Gender Dysphoria and Paraphilic Disorders
	Exam 2
	Chapter 11 & 14 Quiz
	Week 11

	Week 12
	Module 5
	Schizophrenia and Related Disorders
	
	Chapter 12 Quiz
	Week 12

	Week 13
	Module 5
	Neurocognitive and Sleep-Wake Disorder
	Case Study 2
	Chapter 13 Quiz
	Week 13

	Week 14
	Module 5
	Personality Psychopathology & Disorders of Childhood and Adolescence
	Final Project
	Chapter 15 & 16 Quiz
	Week 14

	Week 15
	Review
	Review
	
	
	Week 15

	Finals Week
	
	Exam 3
	Final Exam
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