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COURSE NUMBER: PSY 2261	COURSE TITLE: Child
Development

INSTRUCTOR: Traci Haynes and Nicole Brandt	CONTACT: thaynes@cscc.edu or nbrandt2@cscc.edu
CREDITS: 3	CLASS/CONTACT HOURS PER WEEK: 3 PREREQUISITES: C or higher in PSY 1100

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:
This course examines the nature, nurture and development of children from conception through middle childhood. The traditional child development approach is used with emphasis upon physical, cognitive, social, emotional, and language development.

COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
After completing this course, students will be able to:
1. Assess the biological, cognitive, cultural, environmental and social factors that influence development throughout childhood.
2. Evaluate current and past research in childhood guided by theories within developmental psychology.
3. Apply developmental psychology principles to daily life throughout childhood.
4. Detect myths and misconceptions regarding human development during childhood.
5. Describe methodological approaches used to study development.
6. Assess and critically analyze theories, research methodology and findings (outcomes), and applications developed by developmental psychologists and made available through textbooks, newspapers, professional and lay periodicals, and the internet throughout childhood.
GENERAL EDUCATION OUTCOMES:
For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:
· ILG#1 Critical Thinking
· ILG#3 Quantitative Skills
· ILG #4 Scientific Literacy
· ILG #6 Communication Competence
· ILG #7 Cultural and Social Awareness

In class, students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.

COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED
1. Email: https://mail.cscc.edu/student/index.html. Check your CSCC email regularly. Instructors send course information, give updates, or answer questions through email.
2. Course Blackboard Website: http://courses.cscc.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp. Log in with your CSCC username and password. Click on PSY2261/this section number. Here you will find the instructor’s contact information, your grades, the syllabus, and course materials.
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3. Connect/SmartBook. The required eBook is called a SmartBook and is automatically integrated into the Blackboard course which is through McGraw Hill’s platform called Connect. It is very important to always go to Blackboard to get to the SmartBook and assignments.

TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS:
Martorell, Gabriela (2023). Child, 3rd edition. McGraw Hill.
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Lecture, discussions, class activities, audio/visual supplements, readings

STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
Closed-book and closed-note unit exams covering 3-4 chapters. SmartBook and Connect online assignments for each chapter. Additional evaluation methods vary by instructor.

GRADING SCALE
	A = 90-100%

	B = 80-89%

	C = 70-79%

	D = 60-69%

	E = 0-60%



ATTENDANCE POLICY
Varies by instructor and modality.

COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION

Week 1
· Unit of Instruction: Introduction to Child Development
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
Describe how development is studied in terms of periods and domains.
· Give examples of the influences that make one person different from another.
· Identify recurrent issues, general models, and points of consensus in views of development.
· Summarize the main theories of child development.
· Describe how developmental researchers collect data, design research, and address ethical concerns.
· Assignment: Readings, lectures, videos
· Assessment Methods: SmartBook and Connect assignments, discussion board or class activity, unit exam
· Assessment Due Dates: Varies by instructor, class time, and modality

Week 2

· Unit of Instruction: Conception, Heredity, and Environment
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Summarize the process of conception and alternative paths to parenthood.
· Describe what genes are and how they influence human development.
· Identify types of genetic and chromosomal abnormalities and available screening options.
· Explain how heredity and environment interact in human development.
· Identify individual characteristics influenced by heredity and environment.
· Assignment: Readings, lectures, videos
· Assessment Methods: SmartBook and Connect assignments, discussion board or class activity, unit exam
· Assessment Due Dates: Varies by instructor, class time, and modality

Week 3
· Unit of Instruction: Pregnancy and Prenatal Development
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Summarize prenatal development.
· Summarize the effects of environmental influences on prenatal development.
· Describe options for monitoring prenatal development.
· Assignment: Readings, lectures, videos
· Assessment Methods: SmartBook and Connect assignments, discussion board or class activity, unit exam
· Assessment Due Dates: Varies by instructor, class time, and modality

Week 4
· Unit of Instruction: Birth and the Newborn
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Specify how childbirth has changed in developed countries.
· Summarize the birth process.
· Describe the physical characteristics of a newborn and how a neonate's health is assessed.
· Summarize causes and consequences of birth complications.
· Describe the role of bonding and how parenthood affects marital relationships.
· Assignment: Readings, lectures, videos
· Assessment Methods: SmartBook and Connect assignments, discussion board or class activity, unit exam
· Assessment Due Dates: Varies by instructor, class time, and modality

Week 5
· Unit of Instruction: Physical Development and Health in Infants and Toddlers
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Describe physical growth and development in infants and toddlers.
· Summarize infant brain development and early human reflexes.
· Describe the sensory capacities of young infants.
· Summarize motor development in infancy.
· List major physical and emotional risks for infants and toddlers.
· Assignment: Readings, lectures, videos
· Assessment Methods: SmartBook and Connect assignments, discussion board or class activity, unit exam
· Assessment Due Dates: Varies by instructor, class time, and modality

Week 6
· Unit of Instruction: Cognitive Development in Infants and Toddlers
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Summarize the ways that infants and toddlers learn and remember.
· Describe developmental and intelligence testing for infants and toddlers.
· Summarize Piaget's sensorimotor stage.
· Explain the information processing approach to studying cognitive development in infants and toddlers.
· Summarize how brain structures are tied to early cognitive development.
· Identify early social and contextual influences on development.
· Describe the development of language in infants and toddlers.
· Assignment: Readings, lectures, videos
· Assessment Methods: SmartBook and Connect assignments, discussion board or class activity, unit exam
· Assessment Due Dates: Varies by instructor, class time, and modality

Week 7
· Unit of Instruction: Psychosocial Development in Infants and Toddlers
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Describe emotional development and temperament in infancy and toddlerhood.
· Summarize the process, patterns, and long-term effects of attachment.
· Describe the emerging sense of self, autonomy, and moral development in toddlerhood.
· Explain how relationships with siblings and peers affect early psychosocial development.
· Assignment: Readings, lectures, videos
· Assessment Methods: SmartBook and Connect assignments, discussion board or class activity, unit exam
· Assessment Due Dates: Varies by instructor, class time, and modality

Week 8
· Unit of Instruction: Physical Development and Health in Early Childhood
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Summarize physical changes in early childhood.
· Describe common sleep problems in early childhood.
· Describe changes in motor development in early childhood.
· Identify key health and safety concerns of early childhood and the associated risk factors.
· Assignment: Readings, lectures, videos
· Assessment Methods: SmartBook and Connect assignments, discussion board or class activity, unit exam
· Assessment Due Dates: Varies by instructor, class time, and modality

Week 9
· Unit of Instruction: Cognitive Development in Early Childhood
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Summarize Piaget's preoperational stage.
· Describe the basic processes, capacities, and types of memory in early childhood.
· Identify tests of intelligence, factors that influence measured IQ, and applications to teaching practices.

· Summarize how language develops in early childhood.
· Evaluate different approaches to early childhood education.
· Assignment: Readings, lectures, videos
· Assessment Methods: SmartBook and Connect assignments, discussion board or class activity, unit exam
· Assessment Due Dates: Varies by instructor, class time, and modality
Week 10
· Unit of Instruction: Psychosocial Development in Early Childhood
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Describe the development of self-concept, self-esteem, and emotional regulation in early childhood.
· Summarize gender development in early childhood.
· Describe play in early childhood.
· Explain how parenting practices influence development.
· Compare prosocial and aggressive behavior in terms of expression and environmental influences.
· Assignment: Readings, lectures, videos
· Assessment Methods: SmartBook and Connect assignments, discussion board or class activity, unit exam
· Assessment Due Dates: Varies by instructor, class time, and modality

Week 11
· Unit of Instruction: Physical Development and Health in Middle Childhood
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Summarize physical changes in middle childhood.
· Describe key concerns about nutritional needs and sleep patterns in middle childhood.
· Describe the role of recess-time play and organized sports in motor development during middle childhood.
· Identify key health and safety concerns of middle childhood and the associated risk factors.
· Discuss mental health in middle childhood and common mental health disorders
· Assignment: Readings, lectures, videos
· Assessment Methods: SmartBook and Connect assignments, discussion board or class activity, final exam, paper/project
· Assessment Due Dates: Varies by instructor, class time, and modality

Week 12
· Unit of Instruction: Cognitive Development in Middle Childhood
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Summarize Piaget's stage of concrete operational thought.
· Summarize changes in information processing skills in middle childhood.
· Describe how intelligence is viewed and measured in middle childhood and the roles played by heredity and environment.
· Summarize language and literacy development in middle childhood.
· Describe influences on academic achievement during middle childhood.
· Describe how schools educate children with special needs.
· Assignment: Readings, lectures, videos
· Assessment Methods: SmartBook and Connect assignments, discussion board or class activity, final exam,

paper/project
· Assessment Due Dates: Varies by instructor, class time, and modality

Week 13
· Unit of Instruction: Psychosocial Development in Middle Childhood
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Describe the development of self-concept, self-esteem, and emotional understanding in middle childhood.
· Describe the influences of family atmosphere, family structure, and sibling relationships on psychosocial development in middle childhood.
· Describe changes in peer relationships during middle childhood.
· Assignment: Readings, lectures, videos
· Assessment Methods: SmartBook and Connect assignments, discussion board or class activity, final exam, paper/project
· Assessment Due Dates: Varies by instructor, class time, and modality
Week 14
· Unit of Instruction: Final projects/papers (varies by instructor)
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Synthesize knowledge of physical, cognitive, and psychosocial development from prenatal to middle childhood.
· Demonstrate an understanding of the interaction among biological, psychological, and environmental factors across developmental stages.
· Assignment: Readings, lectures, videos
· Assessment Methods: SmartBook and Connect assignments, discussion board or class activity, final exam, paper/project
· Assessment Due Dates: Varies by instructor, class time, and modality
Week 15
· Unit of Instruction: Catch up week / preparation for the final exam / (varies by instructor)
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
· Review and reinforce key concepts and themes from the course.
· Apply developmental theories and research findings to analyze real-world scenarios or case studies.
· Communicate key developmental concepts effectively through written, visual, and/or oral formats
· Demonstrate readiness for cumulative assessment through discussions, papers, class activities.
· Assignment: Readings, lectures, videos
· Assessment Methods: SmartBook and Connect assignments, discussion board or class activity, final exam, paper/project
· Assessment Due Dates: Varies by instructor, class time, and modality
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