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	POLS 1300 SYLLABUS
International Relations Autumn Semester 2023

	Section:
	Textbook: Essentials of International Relations (9th Ed.) Mingst & McKibben - eBook with Instant Access in Blackboard under the

	POLS-1300-001-79475
	“Course Information” button.

	Class Meeting
	Additional Materials

	Days/Times/Location:
	Additional materials, supplemental readers, news articles, etc., may be

	Tuesdays and Thursdays
	assigned at the discretion of the instructor.

	12:00 – 1:20 p.m.
	Course Description

	TL 214
	This course examines the origin, nature, and development of the post-

	Instructor:
	Cold War international system. It explores how individuals, Nation-
States, nongovernmental and international organizations interact with

	Jonathan Kreger Professor
	one another. Basic concepts include knowledge of actors such as
Nation-States, international organizations like the United Nations, transnational corporations, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and

	Office Hours/Location:
	social movements. The course further examines theoretical frameworks

	Tuesdays and Thursdays 7:30 – 10:30 a.m.
In Person and Zoom
	for interaction such as idealism, realism, and nationalism. The course
considers aspects of foreign policy including political economy,
isolationism, and interventionism. It also explores strategies for enhancing international security, conflict resolution, diplomacy,

	And by appointment
	military intervention, and the role of international law.

	Columbus Campus
	Prerequisite: Placement into English 1100.

	TL 327
	Learning Outcomes

	Zoom link posted in
Blackboard under “Course Information”
	Students should be able to demonstrate an understanding of:
1. Actors such as states, international organizations, NGOs, transnational corporations, and social movements.

	E-mail:
	2. Theoretical frameworks such as liberalism, realism, and constructivism.

	jkreger@cscc.edu
	3.  International political economy, international security, and foreign

	Phone:
	policy.

	(614) 287-2238
	Institutional Learning Goals
For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills

	Facebook:
	associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:

	PoliSci Cscc
	· ILG # 1 Critical Thinking
· ILG # 3 Quantitative Skills

	
	· ILG # 4 Scientific Literacy

	
	· ILG # 6 Communication Competence

	
	· ILG # 7 Cultural and Social Awareness

	
	Students are assessed on the achievement of these outcomes. Names

	
	will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is

	
	used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of

	
	student learning throughout the college.



3

Instructional Methods
Students are expected to:
1. Read the textbook and other supplemental material as provided by the instructor;
2. Listen to lectures, view videos, and participate during classroom discussions;
3. Stay current with the news through articles, videos, blogs, etc.;
4. Complete online quizzes, in-class activities, and exams.
Coursework/Grading
Midterm and final exams will be given during the semester (see course calendar for due dates). Students are expected to take the exams at the scheduled dates, times, and locations as well as arrive on time the day of an exam. Students arriving late will not be permitted to take the exam and will earn a zero. In the event an exam is missed, students must contact the instructor prior to the exam with official documentation for an excused absence and to discuss alternative arrangements. Students who do not contact the instructor regarding their absence prior to the exam or without official documentation will not be given a make-up exam and will earn a zero. Make-up exams will be essay and taken at the Testing Center at the instructor’s discretion. Students will schedule an appointment with the Testing Center.
There are 13 weekly online chapter quizzes administered in Blackboard (see course calendar for due dates) and 7 in-class activities throughout the semester for students to apply what they’re learning from the course. Students arriving late or leaving early will forfeit the points for the in-class activity that day. Missing class and a subsequent in-class activity will also result in a zero for that activity. The two lowest in-class activity grades will be dropped no questions asked. Missed in-class activities beyond two will result in zeros even if they’re excused absences since the two lowest in-class activity grades are automatically dropped.
A research paper and video presentation will be completed by students. See the “POLS 1300 Research Paper Instructions” page for details.
Students will earn the following points for their coursework:

	Coursework
	Points

	Weekly Blackboard Quizzes (13 x 10)
	130

	In-Class Activities (5 x 20)
	100

	Midterm Exam
	50

	Research Paper
	100

	Research Paper Presentation
	20

	Final Exam
	100

	Total Points
	500


Student course grades will be based on the following scale:

	Grade
	Points

	A
	450-500

	B
	400-449

	C
	350-399

	D
	300-349

	E
	0-299


Grades are not rounded. However, I will reevaluate any student's grade that is within one-half (0.5) percent of the next highest grade. If within the one-half percent, I will review the student's total body of work in the class (attendance, participation, quality of assignments, etc.) to determine if the student actually earned the higher grade but just fell a few points short mathematically. Grades within the one-half percent are not automatically rounded as the course grade is based on the total points a student earns.

Attendance
It is expected students will attend class. Attendance will be recorded each class period. Missed in-class coursework cannot be rescheduled. Missed exams may be rescheduled only at the discretion of the instructor, with prior approval, and with proper documentation (e.g., death certificate, court summons, note from emergency room, etc.). Missed lectures can never be fully recovered. However, if you must miss a lecture or other activities and announcements, it is your responsibility to get missed information from classmates and Blackboard. Come to class – there’s a correlation between attendance and student success!
Classroom Etiquette
1. Always be respectful, courteous, and kind to your classmates and instructor.
2. Come to class on time and ready to ask questions about readings and lectures.
3. Ask pertinent questions, contribute to discussions, avoid "private" or “off-topic” conversations that distract the instructor and other students.
4. Remember the instructor is the one to end the class — do not prepare to leave early.
5. Cell phones and computers must be turned completely off during class time.
6. No food or beverages are allowed in the classroom.
As an enrolled student at Columbus State, you have agreed to abide by the Student Code of Conduct as outlined in the Student Handbook. You should familiarize yourself with the student code. Faculty expect you to exhibit high standards of academic integrity. Any confirmed incidence of Academic Misconduct, including plagiarism and other forms of cheating, will be treated seriously and in accordance with College Policy and Procedure.
Instructors reserve the right to ask students to leave the classroom due to violations of the Student Code of Conduct or based on any behavior that disrupts the educational process.
Plagiarism: first offense will result in a zero on the assignment and be reported to the College; second offense will result in failing the course and be reported to the College. Writing generated, in part or completely, by Artificial Intelligence (AI) should NOT be submitted for any written work in this class. Using AI is plagiarism.
Faculty Communication with Students Policy
Faculty will answer student e-mails and return voice mail messages within three business days (not including weekends, holidays, or during semester breaks). Grades should be communicated to students within ten business days after the due date for the work.

Student Concerns
If you have a concern about class, here is the process for addressing the matter:
1. Have a discussion with your instructor.
2. Have a discussion with the Lead Instructor (see below for contact information).
3. Have a discussion with the Department Chair (see below for contact information). For this step, be prepared to write a documented complaint.
Lead Instructor/Chair information

	Political Science Lead
	Jonathan Kreger
	jkreger@cscc.edu
	(614) 287-2238

	Department Chair
	Jeff Akers
	jakers8@cscc.edu
	(614) 287-5040


Social Science Department and College Policies
Additional Social Science Department and College policies are in Blackboard under “Course Information.”

Course Calendar


Week 1
8/29	Class Overview
8/31	Intro to Political Science
9/2	Intro to PoliSci Quiz Due in BB
Week 2
9/5  Approaches to IR (1) 9/7  Approaches to IR (1) 9/9   Ch. 1 Quiz Due in BB
Week 3
9/12 Historical Context of IR (2) 9/14 Historical Context of IR (2) 9/16  Ch. 2 Quiz Due in BB
Week 4
9/19	IR Theories (3) 9/21	IR Theories (3)
9/23	Ch. 3 Quiz Due in BB
Week 5
9/26 IR Levels of Analysis (4) 9/28 IR Levels of Analysis (4) 9/30  Ch. 4 Quiz Due in BB
Week 6
10/3 NO SCHOOL – Day of Service 10/5  Tools of Statecraft (5)
10/7	Ch. 5 Quiz Due in BB

Week 7
10/10 War and Security (6) 10/12 War and Security (6) 10/14  Ch. 6 Quiz Due in BB
Week 8
10/17	Midterm Exam Review
10/19	Midterm Exam


Week 9
10/24 International Law (7) 10/26 International Law (7) 10/28   Ch. 7 Quiz Due in BB
Week 10
10/31 International Political Economy (8) 11/2 International Political Economy (8) 11/4  Ch. 8 Quiz Due in BB
Week 11
11/7	IGOs and NGOs (9)
11/9	IGOs and NGOs (9)
11/11   Ch. 9 Quiz Due in BB
Week 12
11/14	Human Rights (10) 11/16	The Environment (11)
11/18	Chs. 10 & 11 Quiz Due in BB
Week 13
11/21	Global Health (12)
11/23	NO SCHOOL – Thanksgiving Break
11/25	Ch. 12 Quiz Due in BB
Week 14
11/28	Research Paper Due
Student Paper Presentations 11/30	Student Paper Presentations
Week 15
12/5	Student Paper Presentations 12/7	Final Exam Review

Finals Week
12/12	Final Exam 12:00-1:50 p.m.




Schedule is subject to change at instructor’s discretion.
(#) denotes the textbook chapter to read before coming to class. Non-italicized dates are class meeting dates.
Quizzes are available in Blackboard (BB) one week prior to the due date.

POLS 1300 Research Paper Instructions
· Write a 3-5 page research paper on one of the following topics (100 pts.):


5

United Nations (UN)
Causes of the North-South Gap Realism Theories of IR
Liberal Theories of IR Social Theories of IR Just War Theory
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Assoc. of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) African Union (AU)
Organization of States (OAS) Arab League
Amnesty International

Paris Climate Agreement Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
History of European Imperialism The Rise of China Democratization of India Collapse of the Soviet Union
Economic Development of South Africa International Monetary Fund (IMF)
The World Bank
Universal Declaration of Human Rights European Union (EU)
Gender Theories of IR


Students can select a topic not listed but need to get prior approval from the instructor.
Instructions:
· Use the American Psychological Association (APA) style and formatting.
· Double space using 12-point, Times New Roman font and one-inch margins.
· Include a cover page, an abstract, and Works Cited page with 3-5 academic sources. The cover and Works Cited pages do not count towards the 3-5 pages of text.
· Paper video presentations will be 2-4 minutes to summarize the key findings from the research (15 pts.). Videos are required and will be submitted to the appropriate Blackboard discussion board. Your paper will be considered incomplete and given a zero if you do not submit a video. Students will reply to one another student’s video with their top three lessons learned from watching the video (5 pts.).
· Submit your paper using the Turnitin assignment link provided in Blackboard.
· Emailed papers will not be accepted.
· Late papers and video presentations will not be accepted.
· Get instructor feedback on draft outlines, papers, etc. two weeks prior to the due date.
· Writing generated, in part or completely, by Artificial Intelligence (AI) isn’t permitted. Using AI is plagiarism.

	Research Paper Rubric
	Points Possible

	Content (85%)
	85

	· Explaining and applying 5-8 relevant concepts from the course.
	

	· Analyzing topic using critical thinking
	

	· Providing supporting details, examples, information, etc.
	

	· Using 3-5 academic sources with in-text citations
	

	Grammar/Spelling/Formatting (15%)
	15

	· Writing clearly with good organization and flow
	

	· Spelling and punctuating correctly
	

	· Formatting and citations using APA style correctly
	

	Total Points
	100
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