POLS 1250 SYLLABUS
Introduction to State and Local Government

Textbook: State and Local Government, Bowman & Kearney (11th Edition)

Additional Materials:
Additional materials, supplemental readers, news articles, etc., may be assigned at the discretion of the instructor.
Course Description:
This political science course introduces students to the nature, purpose, and structure of state and local governments. Attention is given to federalism, the institutions and processes that create public policy, including fiscal policy and the court system The strengths and weaknesses of the state and local government system are discussed, along with the everyday role of citizens in a democracy-especially at these levels of government.

Learning Outcomes:
1. Understand and discuss the role of state and local governments within the context of the United States Constitution (i.e. federalism);
2. Explain the different structures of state and local government, with a specific understanding of Ohio government;
3. Recognize and discuss fiscal policies and challenges faced by state and local governments;
4. Understand and discuss the election processes and judicial system of state and local governments.

Institutional Learning Goals:
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the following ILGs:
· ILG # 1 Critical Thinking
· ILG # 3 Quantitative Skills
· ILG # 4 Scientific Literacy
· ILG # 6 Communication Competence
· ILG # 7 Cultural and Social Awareness

Students are assessed on the achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results.
Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.
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Coursework:
Due dates for assignments can be found in the course calendar. Students are expected to complete all assignments before the deadline. In the event a student must miss an assignment, the student must contact the instructor at least three hours prior to the exam, with documentation for an excused absence, and discuss alternative arrangements. Students who do not contact the instructor regarding their absence prior to an exam will not be given a make-up exam and will earn a zero. Make-up exams will be at the instructor’s discretion.

Quizzes (450pts)
There will be a quiz every week with 15 questions that cover the reading material for each respective week. Each quiz is worth 30pts. You have 25 minutes to complete the quiz and you must complete it once you begin it. Quizzes are to be completed on the student’s own time through Blackboard.

Exams (100pts)
There are two exams in this course (not including the midterm and final exam). Exams are broken into two sections: multiple choice (50pts) and short answer (50pts).

Midterm Exam (150pts)
The midterm exam is a cumulative examination comprised of multiple choice (50pts), short answer (50pts), and essay questions (50pts).

Final Exam (200pts)
The final exam is a cumulative multiple-choice exam. A study guide will be provided in advance.

Grading:
To calculate your course grade, add your points from your course work and compare your total points with the following scale:

	Grade
	Points

	A
	900-1000

	B
	800-899

	C
	700-799

	D
	600-699

	E
	0-599



Example of calculating a student’s course grade:

	Course Work
	Total Points Possible
	Points Earned

	Exam 1 Midterm Exam 2 Quizzes Final Exam
	100
150
100
450
200
	85
120
75
432
168

	Total and Letter Grade
	1000 A
	880 B



Grades are not rounded, curved, or altered. You receive the score you earn. However, I will reevaluate any student's grade that is within one percent (10 points) of the next highest grade. If within the one percent, I will review the total body of that student’s work (attendance, participation, assignments, etc.) to determine if the student earned the higher grade but just fell a few points short mathematically. Grades within the one percent margin are not automatically rounded as the course grade is based on the total points a student earns.

Readings:
Students are expected to keep up with the reading assignments. Information presented in lectures, classroom activities, and PowerPoints should only be used to supplement the material in the textbook. Students who do not read the textbook are more likely to struggle with the course!

Plagiarism Statement:
Plagiarism is the act of representing directly or indirectly another person’s work or ideas as your own. It can involve presenting someone’s speech, wholly or partially, as yours, quoting without acknowledging the true source of the quoted material, copying and submitting another person’s work with your name on it and similar infractions.
Even indirect quotations, paraphrasing etc., can be considered plagiarism unless sources are properly cited. Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will be reported to the College.

Attendance:
It is expected that you will attend class regularly. Attendance will be recorded each class period. Missed in-class assignments cannot be rescheduled. Missed exams may be rescheduled only at the discretion of the instructor, with prior approval (at least three hours before exam is administered) and with proper documentation (e.g. death certificate, court summons, note from emergency room, etc.). Missed lectures can never be fully recovered. However, if you must miss a lecture or other activities and announcements, it is your responsibility to get missed information from classmates and Blackboard. Come to class - there is a strong correlation between class attendance and student success!

Classroom Etiquette:
For your benefit and for the benefit of your classmates:
1. Be respectful to your classmates and instructor at all times.
2. Come to class on time and ready to ask questions about readings and lectures.
3. Ask pertinent questions, contribute to discussions, avoid "private" or “off-topic” conversations that distract the instructor and other students.
4. Remember that the faculty is the one to end the class — do not prepare to leave early.

As an enrolled student at Columbus State Community College, you have agreed to abide by the Student Code of Conduct as outlined in the Student Handbook. You should familiarize yourself with the student code.
The faculty at Columbus State expect you to exhibit high standards of academic integrity. Any confirmed incidence of Academic Misconduct, including plagiarism and other forms of cheating will be treated seriously and in accordance with College Policy and Procedure.

Instructors reserve the right to ask students to leave the classroom due to violations of the Student Code of Conduct or based on any behavior that disrupts the educational process at Columbus State Community College.

Faculty Communication with Students Policy:
Social Sciences Department policy states faculty will answer student e-mails and return voice mail messages within three business days (not including weekends, holidays, or during semester breaks). Grades should be communicated to students within ten business days after the due date for the work. If a student has not received a response within a reasonable amount of time, the student is urged to attempt to contact the faculty member a second time. If the student does not receive a response after a second attempt, then the student should contact the faculty member's lead instructor or the department chair.

Student Concerns:
If you have a concern about your class, here is the process for addressing the matter: First - have a discussion with your instructor
Second - have a discussion with the Lead Instructor
Third - have a discussion with the Department Chair
At the third step, students should be prepared to write a documented complaint. Additional information can be found on Blackboard.

Social Science Department and College Policies:
Additional Social Science Department and College policies can be located in Blackboard under the Course Information button.

Course Calendar

	Week 1: Introduction to State and Local
	Assignments Due

	Day 1: Class Overview / Intro
	Quiz 1 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Day 2: Intro to State and Local Gov.
	

	Week 2: Federalism
	Assignments Due

	Day 1: Federalism Lecture
	Quiz 2 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Day 2: Discussion and Activity
	

	Week 3: State Constitutions
	Assignments Due

	Day 1: State Constitutions Lecture
	Quiz 3 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Day 2: Discussion and Activity
	Writing Assignment 1 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Week 4: Citizen Participation and Elections
	Assignments Due

	Day 1: Citizens and Elections Lecture
	Quiz 4 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Day 2: Exam 1 (Chapters 1 – 4)
	

	Week 5: Political Parties and Interest Groups
	Assignments Due

	Day 1: Parties and Interest Groups Lecture
	Quiz 5 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Day 2: Discussion and Activity
	

	Week 6: State Legislatures
	Assignments Due

	Day 1: State Legislatures Lecture
	Quiz 6 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Day 2: Discussion and Activity
	

	Week 7: Governors and Executive Power
	Assignments Due

	Day 1: Governors Lecture
	Quiz 7 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Day 2: Discussion and Activity
	Writing Assignment 2 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Week 8: Budget Administration and Taxing
	Assignments Due

	Day 1: Budget and Taxing Lecture
	Quiz 8 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Day 2: Exam 2 (Chapters 5 – 8, 13)
	

	Week 9: State and Local Courts
	Assignments Due



	Day 1: State and Local Courts Lecture
	Quiz 9 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Day 2: Discussion and Activity
	

	Week 10: Local Government Types
	Assignments Due

	Day 1: Local Government Types Lecture
	Quiz 10 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Day 2: Discussion and Activity
	

	Week 11: Local Leadership and Governance
	Assignments Due

	Day 1: Local Governance Lecture
	Quiz 11 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Day 2: Discussion and Activity
	Writing Assignment 3 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Week 12: State-Local Relations
	Assignments Due

	Day 1: State-Local Relations Lecture
	Quiz 12 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Day 2: Exam 3 (Chapters 9-12)
	

	Week 13: Economic Development and Education Policy
	Assignments Due

	Day 1: Economic Development Lecture
	Quiz 13 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Day 2: Education Policy Lecture
	

	Week 14: Criminal Justice
	Assignments Due

	Day 1: Criminal Justice Policy
	Quiz 14 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Day 2: Discussion and Activity
	Writing Assignment 4 due Sunday before 11:59 pm

	Week 15: Final Exam Review
	Assignments Due

	Day 1: Final Exam Review
	

	Day 2: Final Exam Review
	

	Week 16: Final Exam
	

	Day 1: Final Exam (Cumulative; Chapters 1-15)
	





*Dates subject to change
