Columbus State Community College
POLS 1100 Syllabus Introduction to American Government
Textbook: We the People, Dr. Thomas Patterson (15th Edition), McGraw-Hill. You have Instant Access to the e-book via Blackboard, so there’s no need to purchase a copy.

Additional Materials:

I may also assign additional materials, supplemental readings, news articles, and other sources to supplement the textbook.

Course Description:

An introduction to the nature, purpose and structure of the American political
system. Attention will be given to the institutions and processes that create public policy. The strengths and weaknesses of the American political system will be discussed, along with the role of citizens in a democracy.

Learning Outcomes:
1. Explain political science as a discipline in the social sciences.
2. Explain the functions of American political institutions with emphasis on the three branches – legislative, executive & judicial.
3. Describe both the formal and informal processes that are part of the American system of government
4. Analyze and compare majoritarian democratic theory with pluralist democratic theory in American government
5. Explain the role of, and conflict between, American values such as order, freedom, equality and individualism as they operate in the American political system
6. Define federalism and explain its key role in the American political system
7. Analyze and explain the various actors, processes and factors that affect elections in the American political system.
8. Explain how and why policy is made in the American system of government and list the strengths and weaknesses of this process

Institutional Learning Goals:
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the following ILGs:

· ILG # 1 Critical Thinking
· ILG # 3 Quantitative Skills
· ILG # 4 Scientific Literacy
· ILG # 6 Communication Competence
· ILG # 7 Cultural and Social Awareness

Students are assessed on the achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results.
Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.

Academic Best Practices
Here’s a list of “best practices” of successful students in the course. These practices are good ways to help you meet your academic goals for this course:
1. Read the assigned readings before class time.
2. Be an active learner: listen carefully to lectures and take notes and pay attention during videos or other presentations.
3. Be involved and engaged in classroom activities, such as in-class writing assignments and group activities.
4. Be a kind and supportive community member in all interactions with fellow classmates
5. Complete written assignments by the assigned due date/time. Submit them via Blackboard according to the directions provided. If you find you have fallen behind, email me to discuss an extension. We all have circumstances in our lives that occasionally make it hard to meet deadlines.
6. Complete quizzes on your own on Blackboard by the assigned due date/time. If you find you have fallen behind, email me to discuss an extension. We all have circumstances in our lives that occasionally make it hard to meet deadlines.
7. Complete exams in class as assigned.
8. Keep me informed of any circumstances that are making it hard for you to keep up with attendance or work. I care about you, and I’m here to support you in meeting your academic goals. There’s no shame in letting me know what’s going on in your life. I keep all personal information you share with me confidential.

9. As an enrolled student at Columbus State Community College, you have agreed to abide by the Student Code of Conduct as outlined in the Student Handbook. You should familiarize yourself with the student code. The faculty at Columbus State expect you to exhibit high standards of academic integrity. Any confirmed incidence of Academic Misconduct, including plagiarism and other forms of cheating will be treated seriously and in accordance with College Policy and Procedure. Plagiarism is the act of representing directly or indirectly another person's work as your own. It can involve presenting someone's speech, wholly or partially, as yours, quoting without acknowledging the true source of the quoted material, copying and handing in another person's work with your name on it, and similar infractions. Even indirect quotations, paraphrasing, etc. can be considered plagiarism unless sources are properly cited. Plagiarism will not be tolerated.
10. We’re all aware of the new artificial intelligence tools available to us and their great potential to shape our world. These same tools also provide students with temptations to submit work that does not reflect their own original thinking. Part of the purpose of this course is for you to develop critical thinking and writing skills. Therefore, writing generated by Artificial Intelligence (AI) chatbots such as ChatGPT, Bard, etc. should NOT be submitted for any written work in this class, including discussion boards and Country Assignments. I will use AI-detection programs when and if I suspect the use of AI. While you’ll receive a zero on an AI-assisted
submission, I’ll offer you the opportunity to discuss it with me and to rewrite it using your own original thinking. Continued use of AI may be subject to stricter penalties, on a case-by-case basis

Assignments:

Quizzes:	20% of course grade
You will take a Blackboard quiz every unit which will cover the content of lectures and assigned reading. Quizzes will include a variety of objective question formats, such as multiple-choice, multiple answer, fill-in-the-blank, matching and ordering. Check the course calendar on Blackboard for due dates.
Written assignments:	20% of course grade
There are four written assignments that will assess your ability to understand and apply course concepts.
They will also assess your writing skills and your ability to locate and use college-appropriate sources respectfully, including providing APA-formatted in-text citations and a References list.
Midterm Exams:	40% of course grade
There will be three midterm exams with a combination of question formats, potentially including
multiple choice and other objective formats (see quizzes), short answer and extended response. A study guide for each exam will be available on Blackboard.
Final Exam:	20% of course grade
The final exam is a cumulative multiple-choice exam. A study guide for the final exam will be available on Blackboard.

Units of Study

Unit 1: Introduction to Political Science
Assigned readings: “An Ideal Liberal Arts Major: Political Science” (APSA)


Unit 2: Political Thinking
Assigned readings: Patterson, Ch. 1; “Individualistic Culture and Behavior” by Kendra Cherry Learning Objectives:
· Understand critical thinking, and what political science can contribute to it.
· Identify the core values underlying American political culture.
· Discuss the U.S. immigration policy.
· Define government and politics.
· Compare and contrast the various types of government.
· Demonstrate knowledge of the origins of American democracy.
· Describe key ideologies in American politics.

Unit 3: The U.S. Constitution
Assigned readings: Patterson, Ch. 2; Federalist Papers #47 “by James Madison Learning Objectives:
· Recall key events that led to the U.S. Constitution.
· Explain how the Constitution was negotiated and ratified.
· Identify the Constitution and its basic components.

Unit 4: Federalism
Assigned readings: Patterson, Ch. 3; Federalist Papers #28 by Alexander Hamilton Learning Objectives:
· Describe the U.S. federal system.
· Demonstrate knowledge of the distribution of federal versus state powers.
· Summarize the evolution of the U.S. federal system.
· Compare state constitutions with the U.S. Constitution.
· Describe sources of revenue for state and local governments.
· Analyze the benefits and drawbacks of U.S. federalism today.
· Explain public opinion’s influence on setting the boundaries between federal and state
power.

Unit 5: Congress
Assigned readings: Patterson, Ch. 11; at least one current event news article Learning Objectives:
· Describe factors affecting congressional elections.
· Explain how Congress is structured.
· Describe the functions of Congress.
· Describe the leadership positions in the House and Senate.
· Describe the sources of congressional power.
· Explain the legislative process.

Unit 6: The Presidency and the Bureaucracy
Assigned readings: Patterson, Ch. 12 and 13; at least one current event news article Learning Objectives:
· Describe the evolution of presidential power.
· Summarize the president’s roles.
· Describe the presidential election process.
· Explain the structure of the executive branch.
· Identify and explain sources of presidential power.
· Describe the evolution of the federal bureaucracy.
· Summarize the organizational structure of the federal bureaucracy.
· Outline the evolution of national environmental policy.
· Explain the budgetary process.
· Summarize the sources of bureaucratic power.
· Outline the ways the federal bureaucracy is held accountable.
· Categorize federal bureaucrats.

Unit 7: Federal Courts
Assigned readings: Patterson, Ch. 14; at least one current event news article Learning Objectives:
· Explain the structure of the court system.
· Demonstrate knowledge of the Supreme Court’s judicial process.
· Describe the nature of the judicial selection process.
· Demonstrate knowledge of the checks and balances on the courts.
· Explain the role of the Court in the creation of public policy.

Unit 8: Public Opinion
Assigned readings: Patterson, Ch. 6 Learning Objectives:

· Describe how public opinion is measured.
· Describe how political opinions are formed.
· Summarize demographic characteristics that influence political opinion.
· Demonstrate comprehension of Americans’ opinions about politics.
· Summarize the relationship between public opinion and public policy.

Unit 9: Political Parties
Assigned readings: Patterson, Ch. 8; George Washington’s Farewell Address Learning Objectives:
· Trace the historical development of U.S. political parties.
· Explain two-party domination in U.S. politics.
· Describe the election process in the United States.
· Assess the impact of third parties on U.S. electoral politics.
· Describe the organization of U.S. political parties.
· Identify the functions political parties perform.
· Discuss candidate-centered campaigns.

Unit 10: Interest Groups
Assigned readings: Patterson, Ch. 9; Federalist Papers #10 by James Madison Learning Objectives:
· Describe interest groups.
· Identify types of interest groups.
· Identify strategies and tactics used by interest groups.
· Describe PACs.
· Analyze the contributions of groups to self-government and discuss the flaws in pluralism.
· Identify the patterns of membership in interest groups.

Unit 11: Mass Media
Assigned readings: Patterson, Ch. 10; Learning Objectives:
· Summarize the history of the media and media coverage of politics.
· Describe the media and identify their political functions.
· Summarize new media’s influence on politics.
· Analyze the news audience and the widening gap in the information levels of citizens.

Unit 12: Civil Liberties
Assigned readings: Patterson, Ch. 4 Learning Objectives:

· Demonstrate knowledge of the Bill of Rights.
· Identify types of speech protected by the First Amendment.
· Describe the freedom of assembly and association.
· Explain the principles underlying freedom of the press.
· Distinguish between the establishment and free exercise of religion clauses.
· Summarize the right to bear arms.
· Identify the legal standard for the right to privacy.
· Apply knowledge of criminal due process rights provided by the Bill of Rights.

Unit 13: Civil Rights
Assigned readings: Patterson, Ch. 5, Martin Luther King’s “Letters from a Birmingham Jail” Learning Objectives:
· Trace the history of equality through the law.
· Demonstrate knowledge of the context of the African American civil rights movement.
· Demonstrate knowledge of the civil rights movement for women.
· Identify civil rights battles being fought by minority groups.
· Evaluate the significance of demographic changes in the United States.

Unit 14: Domestic Public Policy
Assigned readings: Patterson, Chs. 15 & 16 Learning Objectives:
· Identify the American economy.
· Describe government’s role in the health of the economy.
· Explain the goal of government regulatory policy.
· Define the nature and scope of public policy.
· Summarize U. S. fiscal policy.
· Describe monetary policy and the Federal Reserve System.
· Describe measures of economic health.
· Differentiate between poverty thresholds and poverty guidelines.
· Describe the major income security programs.
· Analyze education policy and the principle of education as equality of opportunity.
· Describe the major national health care programs.
