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COURSE NUMBER: PHIL 2450
COURSE TITLE: Philosophy of Art
INSTRUCTOR:	CONTACT:
CREDITS: 3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 3  PREREQUISITES: Completion of Composition I

[bookmark: DESCRIPTION_OF_COURSE]DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
This course is a philosophical exploration of the arts and theories about art. Through the analysis of a variety of stylistic eras and artforms, students will critically examine significant philosophical arguments about the arts from the classical era to the present. Topics will include definitions of art, the meaning of art, aesthetic value, and the relationship between ethics and art. Students will visit a museum and attend a live performance.
[bookmark: STUDENT_LEARNING_OUTCOMES]STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. Basic Knowledge: Students will examine various artforms and stylistic eras as they apply to key concepts and arguments in aesthetics and the philosophy of art.

2. Textual Analysis: Students will read and examine significant arguments and primary sources in aesthetics and philosophy of art. These ideas will be used to critically analyze of a variety of artworks.
3. Contextual Examination: Students will critically examine philosophical ideas regarding the arts. These concepts will be examined within their intellectual, historical, and cultural contexts. They will then be applied to a variety of artforms.
4. Breadth: Students will critically engage with arguments and artworks from the ancient era to the present. This examination will include a broad range of artforms from a variety of historical, intellectual, and cultural perspectives.
5. Communication: Students will learn to summarize complex philosophical ideas and craft cogent written and verbal arguments regarding art, aesthetics, and key issues in the philosophy of art.

1

[bookmark: INSTITUTIONAL_LEARNING_GOALS]INSTITUTIONAL LEARNING GOALS
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:

ILG 1 Critical Thinking
ILG 6 Communication Competence ILG 7 Cultural and Social Awareness
[bookmark: TEXTBOOK(S),_MANUALS,_REFERENCES,_AND_OT]TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS
Cahn, Steven M., Stephanie Ross, and Sandra L. Shapshay. Aesthetics: A Comprehensive Anthology. 2nd Edition. Hoboken, New Jersey: Wiley and Sons, 2020.	ISBN-10:1118948327
-Any additional primary sources will be posted on Blackboard
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS

Lecture Discussion
Primary source analysis
Various active and collaborative learning activities
[bookmark: STANDARDS_AND_METHODS_FOR_EVALUATION]STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
Quizzes Examinations Papers
Other writing assignments Presentations
Class participation
[bookmark: GRADING_SCALE]GRADING SCALE
90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
59 and below = E/EN

COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS: http://www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION: This is an outline. Instructors will choose additional primary sources to support the learning goals. This may include a variety of artforms.
	
	Unit of Instruction and Goals
	Student Learning
Outcomes and ILGs
	Assessment
Methods

	1
	Unit 1: Introduction to Philosophy of Art
	-Basic knowledge
	Class discussion, papers, quizzes, exams

	
	Students will examine the following questions:
· What is philosophy?
· What is philosophical methodology?
· What is Philosophy of Art? Is it exactly the
same as Aesthetics?
	
	

	2
	Unit 2: Defining the Arts
Students will examine the following questions:
· What constitutes visual art, music, and theatre?
· What are the criteria for something to be determined a work of art?
· Who defines art?
	-Basic knowledge
-Textual Analysis
-Contextual analysis
- Breadth
-Communication
-ILG 1 and 6
	Class discussion, papers, quizzes, and/or exams

	
	
	
	

	
	Unit 3: What is the Value of Art?
Students will examine the following:
· Types of value: instrumental, intrinsic, and innate value ranges
· Institutional and academic concepts of value
· Objective, subjective, and relativistic concepts of value
· Concepts of representation
	-Basic knowledge
-Textual Analysis
-Contextual analysis
· Breadth
-Communication
· ILG 1, 6, and 7
	Class discussion, papers, quizzes, and/or exams

	
	
	
	

	4
	Unit 4: What is Beauty?
Students will examine the following:
· Historical concepts of beauty within the arts
· Concepts of beauty in varying artforms and ideas.
· The relationship between the beautiful and
the “The Good”
	--Basic knowledge
-Textual Analysis
-Contextual analysis
- Breadth
-Communication
-- ILG 1, 6, and 7
	Class discussion, papers, quizzes, and/or exams

	
	
	
	

	5
	Unit 5: Art and Ethics
Students will examine the following:
· Art from questionable creators
· Art and “The Good”
· Controversial images and ideas
· Censorship: Historical and philosophical perspectives
	-Basic knowledge
-Textual Analysis
-Contextual analysis
· Breadth
-Communication
· ILG 1, 6, and 7
	Class discussion, papers, quizzes, and/or exams



image1.jpeg
COLUMBUS
STATE

COMMUNITY COLLEGE




