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CREDITS: 3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 3	PREREQUISITES: Placement into ENGL 1100
[bookmark: DESCRIPTION_OF_COURSE]DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

This course presents an introduction to the major issues in the philosophy of religion, including the existence of God, faith and reason, the problem of evil, miracles, death and immortality, and God and morality. PHIL 2270 meets elective requirements in the Associate of Arts and Associate of Science Degree programs.

[bookmark: COURSE_STUDENT_LEARNING_OUTCOMES]COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Basic Knowledge: Students will learn the terminology, key concepts, and significant arguments and ideas in the philosophy of religion such as an analysis of the ontological argument, metaphysical arguments, epistemological arguments, theodicy, pragmatic arguments, and the relationship of faith and reason.

2. Textual Analysis: Through a careful reading of the moral arguments presented in the textbook and additional primary sources, students will deconstruct and evaluate a variety of arguments and theories regarding key issues in the philosophy of religion.
3. Contextual Examination: Comprehend, analyze, and evaluate diverse philosophical arguments regarding philosophy of religion within the contexts and traditions those matters are cast.
4. Breadth: Students will explore and evaluate the works and ideas of philosophers from the ancient era to the present.
5. Communication: Students will learn to summarize complex philosophical ideas and craft arguments fairly, objectively, and critically. This critical philosophical analysis will be completed in oral and written form.

[bookmark: OUTCOMES_BASED_ASSESSMENT_OF_STUDENT_LEA]OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:

ILG 1 Critical Thinking
ILG 6 Communication Competence ILG 7 Cultural and Social Awareness
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.
[bookmark: COURSE_MATERIALS_REQUIRED]COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED
Dedicated computer, Video projection equipment, overhead projector

[bookmark: TEXTBOOK(S),_MANUALS,_REFERENCES,_AND_OT]TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS

Louis P. Pojman and Michael Rea. Philosophy of Religion: An Anthology, 6th edition and/or
John Hick. Philosophy of Religion, 3rd ed.
(Available as open source at http://www.ditext.com/hick/title.html ) and/or
Selected handouts from professor

The following resources should also help students find material helpful for the successful completion of this course:
· Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://www.utm.edu/research/iep/
· Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://plato.stanford.edu/
· Dictionary of Philosophy: http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/index.htm (This source is highly recommended whenever you have doubts about the meaning of a philosophical term)
[bookmark: GENERAL_INSTRUCTIONAL_METHODS]GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS

Lecture Discussion
In-class active learning exercises

[bookmark: STANDARDS_AND_METHODS_FOR_EVALUATION]STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
Quizzes Examinations Papers
Other writing assignments Presentations
Class participation

[bookmark: GRADING_SCALE]GRADING SCALE
90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
59 and below = E/EN

[bookmark: SPECIAL_COURSE_REQUIREMENTS]SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
None
[bookmark: COLLEGE_SYLLABUS_STATEMENTS]COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at https://www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml or on the College website Quick Links “Standard Syllabus Statement: Student Resources, Rights, and Responsibilities”.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION

Unit 1: Introduction to Philosophy of Religion: Myth, Logic, Religion, and Reason
· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this unit course participants will be able to:
· Understand and explain the nature of philosophy, religion, and philosophy of religion (PR) and make judgments about its viability.
· Distinguish between different alternatives regarding religion such as atheism, agnosticism, antitheism, theism, deism, pantheism, panentheism
· Sample Assigned Reading: Handouts: John Hick, “On Doing Philosophy of Religion;” and/or Richard Swinburne, “Philosophy of Religion”
· Assessment Methods: Paper project, class discussion, exam essay questions, and/or short essay assignments.

Unit 2: What Do We Mean When We Say “God”?
· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this learning unit course participants will be able to:
· Understand, explain, analyze, and make judgments regarding the historical ontological arguments, as well as the critique of these arguments.
· Understand, explain, analyze, and make judgments regarding the concept of God, particularly the possibility of language to identify some essential attributes of God, such as ineffability, simplicity, omnipotence, omniscience, perfect goodness and their complementarity or incompatibility.
· Analyze and evaluate positions defended by both classical and contemporary philosophers regarding these issues.
· Make judgments regarding the implications of this discussion for other issues in philosophy of religion.
· Sample Assigned Reading: Selections from Anselm of Canterbury, “Ontological Argument;” Rene Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy; Thomas Aquinas, “On the Nature of God;” John Hick, “Who or What Is God?”, and/or Kant’s “ Critique of the Ontological Argument”
· Assessment Methods: Paper project, class discussion, exam essay questions, and/or short essay assignments.

Unit 3: Arguments for and against the existence of God: Ontological, Cosmological, and Teleological
· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this learning unit, participants will be able to:
· Understand, explain, analyze, and make judgments regarding Aquinas’ five ways of showing God’s existence both in their historical setting and from a more modern perspective, including the importance of the Aristotelian framework for the arguments.
· Understand, explain, analyze, and make judgments regarding the Kantian objections to the inductive arguments for the existence of God.
· Understand, explain, analyze, and make judgments regarding Richard Swinburne´s argument that the simplest explanation to certain observable phenomena, such as the existence of the world and evolution of humans and animals, are best explained by the claim that God exists, in contrast to other objections.
· Understand, explain, analyze, and make judgments regarding the terms of the question regarding the possibility of miracles.
· Analyze and evaluate positions defended by both classical and contemporary philosophers regarding these issues.
· Sample Assigned Reading: Thomas Aquinas, “The Five Ways,” Kant, Critique of Pure Reason; Richard Swinburne, “The Argument from Design,” Paley, “ The Watch and the Watchmaker,” Hume, A Critique of the Design Argument,” Robins Collins, “The Scientific Argument for the Existence of God,” Kalam’s Cosmological Argument, and/orDraper’s Critique of the Cosmological Argument.
· Assessment Methods: Paper project, class discussion, exam essay questions, and/or short essay assignments.

Unit 4: The Problem of Evil
· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this learning unit, participants will be able to:
· Understand, explain, analyze, and make judgments regarding the problem of evil and plausible theistic responses to it.
· Analyze and evaluate positions defended by both classical and contemporary philosophers regarding the issues discussed in this unit.
· Make judgments regarding the implications of this discussion for other issues in philosophy of religion.
· Sample Assigned Reading: Selections from William Rowe, “Friendly Atheism, Skeptical Theism, and the Problem of Evil;” John Mackie, “Evil and Omnipotence;” John Hick, “D.Z. Philips on God and Evil;” Marilyn McCord Adams, “Horrendous Evils and the Goodness of God,” and from Pojman’s anthology: St. Augustine, “Divine Foreknowledge and Human Free Will,” Plantinga, “The Free Will Defense,” Hick’s “Evil and Soul Making,” Rowe’s “The Inductive Argument from Evil against the Existence of God,” Rea’s “Divine Hiddenness, Divine Silence,” Draper’s “Evolution and the Problem of Evil”
· Assessment Methods: Paper project, class discussion, exam essay questions, and/or short essay assignments.
Unit 5: Philosophy Paper Workshop
· Student Learning Outcomes: After successful completion of the unit course participants should be able to:
· Understand the argumentative nature of philosophy papers.
· Articulate viable thesis and antithesis statements for a paper project.
· Construct contrasts of key ideas supporting both the thesis and antithesis statement.
· Write well organized opening paragraphs containing thesis and antithesis statements, contrast of key ideas, and a plan for action for a philosophy paper.
· Assigned Reading: None
· Assessment Methods: Paper project

Unit 6: Miracles, Pragmatic Arguments, and the Ethics of Belief
· Student Learning Outcomes: After successful completion of the unit course participants should be able to:
· Understand, explain, analyze, and make judgments regarding the pragmatic arguments for the existence of God and criticisms of such arguments
· Understand, explain, analyze, and make judgments regarding fideism and criticisms of this position
· Analyze and evaluate positions defended by both classical and contemporary philosophers regarding the issues discussed in this unit.
· Make judgments regarding the implications of this discussion for other issues in philosophy of religion.
· Sample Assigned Reading: Selections from Blaise Pascal, “Pascal’s Wager;” Soren Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling; William Clifford, “The Ethics of Belief,” William James, “The Will to
Believe,” Hume’s “Critique of Miracles against Miracles,” and Peter Van Inwagen, “Of Miracles”

· Assessment Methods: Paper project, class discussion, exam essay questions, and/or short essay assignments.
Unit 7: Morality and Religion: The Euthyphro Dilemma
· Student Learning Outcomes: After successful completion of the unit, course participants should be able to:
· Understand, explain, analyze, and make judgments regarding the Euthyphro dilemma and attempted responses.
· Analyze and evaluate positions defended by both classical and contemporary philosophers regarding the issues discussed in this unit.
· Make judgments regarding the implications of this discussion for other issues in philosophy of religion.
· Assigned Reading: Selections from Plato, Euthyphro;” Bertrand Russell, “Why I Am Not a Christian;” David Basinger, and “Kai Nielsen and the Nature of Theistic Ethics”
· Assessment Methods: Paper project, class discussion, exam essay questions, and/or short essay assignments.
Unit 8: The Meaning of Life: Existential Exploration and Religious Belief
· Student Learning Outcomes: After successful completion of the unit, course participants should be able to:
· Understand, explain, analyze, and make judgments regarding the meaning of life and philosophical attempts to address the issue.
· Analyze and evaluate positions defended by both classical and contemporary philosophers regarding the issues discussed in this unit.
· Make judgments regarding the implications of this discussion for other issues in philosophy of religion.
· Sample Assigned Reading: Selections from Thaddeus Metz, “Could God’s Purpose Be the Source of Life’s Meaning?” Thaddeus Metz, Baier and Cottingham on the Meaning of Life;”
Bertrand Russell, “A Free Man’s Worship,” Soren Kierkegaard, “Either/ Or,” and handouts on
Nietzsche and Sartre.
· Assessment Methods: Paper project, class discussion, exam essay questions, and/or short essay assignments.
Unit 9: Presentation and Discussion of Philosophy Papers
· Student Learning Outcomes: After successful completion of the unit course participants should be able to:
· Develop an extended argument regarding a philosophy of religion topic.
· Justify a balanced judgment about a controversial philosophy of religion issue, giving fair hearing to contrary views.
· Effectively present both in writing and orally a position, state the objections to, assumptions and implications of the position and respond to the objections to, assumptions and implications of different philosophical perspectives and concepts.
· Assessment Methods: Written paper and oral presentation.
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