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COURSE NUMBER: PHIL 1130	6/20/2025
COURSE TITLE: Ethics

INSTRUCTOR:	CONTACT:
CREDITS: 3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 3	PREREQUISITES: Placement into ENGL 1100
[bookmark: DESCRIPTION_OF_COURSE]DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

This course introduces students to moral reasoning, examining theories of right and wrong, good and bad, justice and injustice as they have been viewed in the past and as they shed light on contemporary ethical issues. PHIL 1130 meets elective requirements in the Associate of Arts and Associate of Science Degree programs and distributive transfer requirements in philosophy and humanities. Sections of this course are H-designated Honors classes.

[bookmark: COURSE_STUDENT_LEARNING_OUTCOMES]COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Basic Knowledge: Students will learn the terminology and significant ideas of the major figures in the history of moral philosophy.
2. Textual Analysis: Through a careful reading of the moral arguments presented in the textbook and primary sources, students will deconstruct and evaluate a variety of ethical arguments and theories.
3. Contextual Examination: Ethical concepts and theories and arguments will be examined within their historical and cultural contexts. They will also be applied to contemporary issues.
4. Breadth: Students will explore and evaluate the works and ideas of philosophers from the ancient era to the present.
5. Communication: Students will learn to summarize complex philosophical ideas and craft arguments for and against the positions presented. This work will be completed in oral and written form.

[bookmark: OUTCOMES_BASED_ASSESSMENT_OF_STUDENT_LEA]OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:

ILG 1 Critical Thinking
ILG 6 Communication Competence ILG 7 Cultural and Social Awareness
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.
[bookmark: COURSE_MATERIALS_REQUIRED]COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED

None
[bookmark: TEXTBOOK(S),_MANUALS,_REFERENCES,_AND_OT]TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS
(Faculty can require any of the sources listed below.)
Burnor and Raley’s Ethical Choices: An Introduction to Moral Philosophy
Online Articles: Additional reading assignments will be posted in the Reading Links folder.
Other textbook options and resources:
(Please note that Wikipedia is not a reliable resource for this class.)

William Frankena’s Ethics: http://www.ditext.com/frankena/ethics.html Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy:	http://plato.stanford.edu/
Garth Kemmerling’s Philosophical Dictionary: http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/
Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://www.iep.utm.edu/

1000 words philosophy: An Introductory Anthology: https://1000wordphilosophy.com Additional primary sources will be posted on Blackboard.
[bookmark: GENERAL_INSTRUCTIONAL_METHODS]GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Lecture Discussion
[bookmark: STANDARDS_AND_METHODS_FOR_EVALUATION]STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
A variety of formative assessments can be used. These can include assessments such as: quizzes, class discussions, debates, journals, and presentations.
Summative final assessments will focus on carefully crafted written responses. These can include essay exams, projects, and papers. According to departmental policy, at least 60% of all assessments should be written assessments.

Examples of methods for evaluation:
Active Learning Assignments Journals or Reflections
In-class active learning activities
Quizzes Exams
Final paper or project
[bookmark: GRADING_SCALE]GRADING SCALE

90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
59 and below = E/EN
[bookmark: SPECIAL_COURSE_REQUIREMENTS]SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
None
[bookmark: COLLEGE_SYLLABUS_STATEMENTS]COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at https://www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml or on the College website Quick Links “Standard Syllabus Statement: Student Resources, Rights, and Responsibilities”.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION
UNIT 1. Introduction to Philosophy and Ethics
· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this unit course participants will
be able to:
· Define philosophy and ethics.
· Explain the role of logic and reason in ethical analysis.
· Identify major ethical traditions and how theories are organized.
· Understand and explain the nature of philosophical ethics within the context of philosophical study and in contrast to academic study of ethics within other scholarly disciplines.
· Discuss in detail/analyze both core beliefs and the origin of those core beliefs with depth and clarity.
· Distinguish moral and non-moral beliefs and their impact on ethical judgments in contrast to the proposal to engage in moral philosophy from the perspective of a view from nowhere.
· Identify common formal and informal fallacies.

· Assigned Reading: Burnor and Raley, Chapter 1 (Instructors will assign primary sources and supplemental materials as they see fit.)
· Approved Assessment Methods: Quizzes, short essay assignments (journals, reading reflections, or discussion board posts), exam essay questions, or papers.
UNIT 2. Moral Theories: Moral Agency and Autonomy
· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this learning unit course participants will be able to:
· Understand, explain, and present criteria for having autonomy.
· Discuss and apply the criteria for being a moral agent.
· Identify, explain, and apply the concept of moral deference.
· Identify, explain, and apply the concept of paternalism.
· Assigned Reading: Burnor and Raley, Chapter 3 (Instructors will include primary courses such
as Selections from Aristotle’s Ethics)
· Assessment Methods: Quizzes, short essay assignments (journals, reading reflections, or discussion board posts), exam essay questions, or papers.
· UNIT 3. Moral Theories: Virtue Ethics
· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this learning unit course participants will be able to:
· Recognize the distinctive contributions of Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and the Stoic philosophers to the Western ethical tradition.
· Recognize the significant distinctive contributions of Aristotelian thought to the development of virtue ethics and adopt a personal philosophically supported view about the relation between character building and rule following in ethics.
· Assigned Reading: Burnor and Raley, Chapter 12. (Instructors will include primary courses
such as Selections from Aristotle’s Ethics)
· Assessment Methods: Quizzes, short essay assignments (journals, reading reflections, or discussion board posts), exam essay questions, or papers.
UNIT 4. Relation of Reason and Religion in Ethics: Natural Law Theory and Divine Command Theory
· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this learning unit course participants will be able to:
· Discuss the influence of Aristotle’s philosophy in Aquinas’ Natural Law Theory.
· Understand, explain, and make judgments regarding the questions about the appropriate relation between religion and reason in ethics, the Euthyphro dilemma, and the contrast between natural law and voluntaristic approaches to religious ethics.
· Adopt and apply a well-supported philosophical view regarding the relevant issues about the appropriate relation between religion and reason in ethics mentioned above.
· Assigned Reading: Burnor and Raley, Chapter 10and 14. (Instructors will include primary
sources such as Selections from Aquinas’ Summa Theologica)
· Assessment Methods: Quizzes, short essay assignments (journals, reading reflections, or discussion board posts), exam essay questions, or papers.

UNIT 5. Relativism and Multiculturalism
· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this learning unit course participants will be able to:
· Discuss Socrates’ response to the Relativistic views of the Sophists.
· Understand, explain, and make judgments regarding the questions about the appropriate relation between religion and reason in ethics, the Euthyphro dilemma, and the contrast between natural law and voluntaristic approaches to religious ethics.
· Adopt and apply a well-supported philosophical view regarding the relevant issues about the appropriate relation between religion and reason in ethics mentioned above.
· Assigned Reading: Burnor and Raley, Chapter 2. (Instructors will include additional primary sources.)
· Assessment Methods: Quizzes, short essay assignments (journals, reading reflections, or discussion board posts), exam essay questions, or papers.
UNIT 6. Egoism and Situationism
· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this learning unit course participants will be able to:
· Explain and critically evaluate Egoism and Situationism
· Discuss the concept of Altruism
· Explain the difference between Psychological Egoism and Ethical Egoism
· Critically evaluate Psychological Egoism, Ethical Egoism and Situationism
· Analyze a philosophical exposition and argument for self-interest as the purpose of morality.
· Understand and explain some major criticisms against Egoism and evaluate arguments on both sides.
· Analyze and evaluate possible responses to difficult cases based on Egoism and Situationism.
· Assigned Reading: Burnor and Raley, Chapter 5 and 6. (Instructors will include additional primary sources.)
· Assessment Methods: Quizzes, short essay assignments (journals, reading reflections, or discussion board posts), exam essay questions, or papers.
UNIT 7: Social Contract Theory
· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this learning unit, participants will be able to:
· Explain and apply Social Contract Theory.
· Discuss and compare the Social Contract Theories of Locke and Hobbes.
· Discuss and apply Rawls’ concept of the Veil of Ignorance
· Understand and explain some major criticisms against the Social Contract Theory and evaluate arguments on both sides.
· Analyze and evaluate possible responses to difficult cases based on Social Contract
Theory.

· Assigned Reading: Chapter 11 (Instructors will assign additional primary sources.)
· Assessment Methods: Quizzes, short essay assignments (journals, reading reflections, or discussion board posts), exam essay questions, or papers.

UNIT 8: Teleological moral theories: Utilitarianism
· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this learning unit, participants will be able to:
· Understand and explain the difference between Bentham and Mill’s concept of
Utilitarianism.
· Apply Utilitarianism to a variety of difficult cases.
· Analyze and evaluate Utilitarianism
· Understand and explain some major criticisms against the teleological approach to morality, plausible responses from teleologists, and evaluate arguments on both sides.
· Analyze and evaluate possible responses to difficult cases based on teleological principles.
· Assigned Reading: Chapter 7 and 8 (Instructors will assign additional primary sources.)
· Assessment Methods: Quizzes, short essay assignments (journals, reading reflections, or discussion board posts), exam essay questions, or papers.
Unit 9 Kant and Duty Ethics
· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this learning unit, participants will be able to:
· Read with understanding and analyze a selection from Kant’s Grounding of the
Metaphysics of Morals.
· Understand and explain the fundamentals of Kantian ethical theory, how it flows logically from his metaphysics, and how it provides a contrast to the utilitarianism prevalent in his time.
· Explain and apply Kant’s categorical imperative.
· Analyze and evaluate possible responses to general problems or difficult cases based on Kantian Principles.
· Assigned Reading: Chapter 9 (Instructors will assign additional primary sources.)
· Assessment Methods: Short essay assignments, exam essay questions, use and application in paper project.
Unit 10: Applied Ethics: (Instructor will focus on at least Two of the following areas: Medical Ethics, Organizational Ethics, Environmental Ethics, Animals and Ethics, or Obligations to Others.)
· Student Learning Outcomes: After successful completion of the unit course participants should be able to:
· Understand and explain the system of moral evaluation based on apt description of the act, (intention of moral agent, morally relevant factors and circumstances.
· Develop a contrast of key ideas for contrary claims regarding an applied ethics topic.
· Using the theories studied, develop and justify a balanced judgment about a controversial moral issue.

· Analyze controversial moral issues from the perspectives of diverse philosophical
theories.
· Assigned Reading: Depending on topic, Chapters 15-18 (Primary sources will depend on whether the area of focus is Medical Ethics, Organizational Ethics, Environmental Ethics, Animals and Ethics, or Obligations to Others.)
· Assessment Methods: Quizzes, short essay assignments (journals, reading reflections, or discussion board posts), exam essay questions, or papers.
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