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[bookmark: DESCRIPTION_OF_COURSE]DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

This course offers an introduction to the problems, methods and terminology of philosophy, the types of questions addressed by philosophers, and the pivotal thinkers and systems of Western civilization from the Greeks to the 20th century. PHIL 1101 meets elective requirements in the Associate of Arts and Associate of Science Degree programs and distributive transfer requirements in philosophy and humanities.

[bookmark: COURSE_STUDENT_LEARNING_OUTCOMES]COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Basic Knowledge: Students will learn the terminology, methods, arguments, problems, and significant ideas within the major areas of philosophy. Students will also learn the complex arguments and theories presented by significant philosophers.
2. Textual Analysis: Students will read, understand, and objectively analyze complex philosophical theories, ideas, and perspectives presented in significant philosophical texts.
3. Contextual Examination: Philosophical ideas and arguments will be examined within their historical and cultural contexts. Students will learn and evaluate complex ideas from a variety of perspectives and philosophical traditions.
4. Breadth: Students will explore and evaluate the texts, arguments, and ideas from the ancient era to the present.)
5. Communication: Students will articulate and summarize complex philosophical ideas and arguments, objectively analyze a variety of philosophical issues, and develop arguments for and against several philosophical positions.

[bookmark: OUTCOMES_BASED_ASSESSMENT_OF_STUDENT_LEA]OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:

ILG 1 Critical Thinking
ILG 6 Communication Competence ILG 7 Cultural and Social Awareness
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.
[bookmark: TEXTBOOK(S),_MANUALS,_REFERENCES,_AND_OT]TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS
John Cottingham (2021). Western Philosophy: An Anthology. 3rd edition.

The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy helpful resource. You can access it here: http://plato.stanford.edu. (Please note that Wikipedia is not a reliable resource for this class.)
The site 1000 words philosophy: An Introductory Anthology, is also a helpful response. It can be found at: https://1000wordphilosophy.com
[bookmark: GENERAL_INSTRUCTIONAL_METHODS]GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Lecture and Discussion

[bookmark: STANDARDS_AND_METHODS_FOR_EVALUATION]STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION

A variety of formative assessments can be used. These can include assessments such as: quizzes, class discussions, debates, journals, and presentations.

Summative final assessments will focus on carefully crafted written responses. These can include essay exams, projects, and papers. According to departmental policy, at least 60% of all assessments should be written assessments.
[bookmark: GRADING_SCALE]GRADING SCALE
90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
59 and below = E/EN

[bookmark: SPECIAL_COURSE_REQUIREMENTS]SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
None
[bookmark: COLLEGE_SYLLABUS_STATEMENTS]COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at https://www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml or on the College website Quick Links “Standard Syllabus Statement: Student Resources, Rights, and Responsibilities”.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION
Week 1 - Unit 1: Introduction to the Study of Philosophy
· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this unit course participants will be able to:
· Show a clear understanding of the nature of the discipline of philosophy, its major subdivisions and their interrelation, and the distinctions between a philosophical approach to some major issues and the approach used by other academic disciplines.
· Apply the acquired understanding about philosophy and its divisions to the treatment of a relevant issue.
· Understand the dynamics that led to the birth of philosophy in Ancient Greece and the role of philosophy as a mediator between science and mythology.
· Understand the essentials of the conflict between Socrates and the Sophists, particularly as present in Plato's Republic and articulated through the Allegory of the Cave.
· Appreciate the nature and importance of dialectic for philosophical study.
· Assigned Reading: Selections from Plato’s Republic (“The Allegory of the Cave”), Cottingham,
Part I.
· Assessment Methods: Short essay assignments, exam essay questions, use and application in paper project.
Week 2 - Unit 2: Logic and Language: Philosophical Method

· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this learning unit course participants will be able to:
· Understand and explain the difference between relations of ideas and matters of fact.
· Understand and begin to use with ease certain key terms related to logic, such as belief, claim, statement or proposition, argument, fallacy, premise, conclusion, contradiction, contrariety.
· Begin to analyze arguments into their component parts.
· Identify some common informal fallacies.

· Understand the Aristotelian square of opposition and use it for analysis.
· Understand the importance, relevance, and significance of Rene Descartes' focus on method for achieving the best philosophical conclusions.
· Assigned Reading: Selections from Cottingham, Part III
· Assessment Methods: Short essay assignments, exam essay questions, use and application in paper project.
Week 3 - Unit 3: Metaphysics 1: Is There a Real World Out There?
· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this learning unit course participants will be able to:
· Analyze arguments about the philosophical implications of the differences between appearance and reality.
· Make accurate judgments about the implications of the differences between appearance and reality for claims about the reliability of sense perception.
· Understand and explain the relationship and contrasts between metaphysical and epistemological claims.
· Assigned Reading: Selections from Cottingham, Part II; Russell, Chapters 1 and 2.
· Assessment Methods: Short essay assignments, exam essay questions, use and application in paper project.
Week 4 - Unit 4: Metaphysics 2: Mind and Body

· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this learning unit, participants will be able to:
· Understand and explain the mind-body problem and proposed solutions.
· Make judgments about proposed solutions to the mind-body problem and support the judgments with arguments.
· Understand the differences between the Platonic and Aristotelian answers to the question of what it is that really exists.
· Assigned Reading: Cottingham, Part IV; Russell, Chapter 3.
· Assessment Methods: Short essay assignments, exam essay questions, use and application in paper project.

Week 5 - Unit 5: Rationalism vs. Empiricism: How Do We Acquire Knowledge?

· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this learning unit, participants will be able to:

· Understand and explain the logical relations between Berkeley’s idealism and the mind-body problem.
· Explain the nature of empiricism and the unique contributions of Locke, Berkeley, and Hume.
· Understand the empiricist project and the objections of these writers to Cartesian rationalism.
· Understand the concept of dogmatic rationalism in the historical context of the empiricist-rationalist debate and make applications to modern examples of dogmatism.
· Distinguish the developments that distinguished the three great empiricist philosophers from each other.
· Assigned Reading: Selections from Cottingham, Part III; Russell, Chapters 4, 5, 6.
· Assessment Methods: Short essay assignments, exam essay questions, use and application in paper project.

Week 6 - Unit 6: General Knowledge and A Priori Knowledge: Can We Know Anything Beyond Our Experience?

· Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this learning unit, participants will be able to:

· Understand and explain the progression of claims from knowledge by acquaintance, to knowledge by description, then general knowledge, finally a priori knowledge.
· Apply their understanding of the distinction between relations and ideas and matters of fact to explain why some specific rules of logic can be considered to contain a degree of certainty greater than the certainty that can be given through experience alone.
· Understand the terms of the question of the rationalist-empiricist debate regarding the possibility of a priori knowledge and the Kantian solution endorsed by Russell.
· Understand the meaning of the following types of statements or knowledge: analytic, synthetic, empirical, a priori.
· Understand Kant's teaching regarding synthetic a priori knowledge, its significance for metaphysics, and relate it to Hume's objections regarding the role of the mind in determining necessary connection.
· Assigned Reading: Selections from Cottingham, Part VII; Russell, Chapters 7 and 8.
· Assessment Methods: Short essay assignments, exam essay questions, use and application in paper project.
Week 7 - Unit 7a: Universals and Intuitive Knowledge: Are There Self-Evident Truths?
· Student Learning Outcomes: After successful completion of the unit course participants should be able to:
· Understand the issues at stake in the discussion regarding the existence of universals, particularly by understanding the definitions of universals and particulars and

distinguishing the question of conceptual existence from the question about extramental existence.
· Relate this discussion to earlier discussions about Platonic and Aristotelian views regarding what it is that really exists, Berkeley's idealism, and Russell's claim that we have knowledge by acquaintance of universals.
· Explain and evaluate Russell's argument in support of the view that universals have extramental reality, appreciating the difference between Russell's argument based on relations and more traditional arguments based on qualities.
· Relate the discussion about intuitive knowledge to the early discussion as to whether there is any knowledge so certain as to be undoubtable and Russell's journey from that question to this conclusion about intuitive knowledge.
· Understand and explain the concept of intuitive knowledge.
· Explain and evaluate Russell's proposed hierarchy of self-evidence.
· Assigned Reading: Selections from Cottingham, Part II and Part V; Russell, Chapters 9 and 11.
· Assessment Methods: Short essay assignments, exam essay questions, development of paper project draft.
Week 8 - Unit 7b: Philosophy Paper Workshop

· Student Learning Outcomes: After successful completion of the unit course participants should be able to:

· Understand the argumentative nature of philosophy papers.
· Articulate viable thesis and antithesis statements for a paper project.
· Construct contrasts of key ideas supporting both the thesis and antithesis statement.
· Write well organized opening paragraphs containing thesis and antithesis statements, contrast of key ideas, and a plan for action for a philosophy paper.
Week 9 - Unit 8: Philosophy and Religion: Is It Rational to Believe in God?
· Student Learning Outcomes: After successful completion of the unit, course participants should be able to:
· Understand and explain the broad contours and distinguishing characteristics of ontological, cosmological, and physic-theological arguments for the existence of God.
· Understand, explain, and make some judgments regarding the Thomistic philosophical project in its historical context.
· Understand, explain, and make judgments regarding Kantian critiques of proofs for the existence of God.
· Understand, explain, and evaluate the change in focus and method from the traditional proofs for the existence of God to the modern epistemological approaches.
· Assigned Reading: Selections from Cottingham, Part VI.
· Assessment Methods: Short essay assignments, exam essay questions.

Week 10 - Unit 9: Practical Rationality: How Should We Live?
· Student Learning Outcomes: After successful completion of the unit, course participants should be able to:
· Understand and explain the Kantian transition from metaphysical and epistemological
critique of the proofs for God’s existence to his moral arguments for God’s existence.
· Understand the claim that certain fundamental ethical propositions are objects of a priori knowledge.
· Understand and explain the distinctions between (a) descriptive/normative ethics; (b)fundamental moral principles/application and apply to the solution of some problems.
· Understand and explain the distinct responses to the phenomenon of moral diversity, i.e., absolutism, relativism, and pluralism in terms of their metaphysical and epistemological claims.
· Identify and effectively apply their response to moral diversity to a problematic moral issue, showing awareness of their belief system and understanding of alternative approaches and beliefs.
· Assigned Reading: Selections from Cottingham; Kant, Critique of Practical Reason, Part VIII, Russell, Chapter 10.
· Assessment Methods: Short essay assignments, exam essay questions.
Week 11 - Unit 9: Practical Rationality: How Should We Live?

· Student Learning Outcomes: After successful completion of the unit, course participants should be able to:

· Understand and explain the distinguishing characteristics of the most influential proposals for normative ethics: virtue ethics, teleology, and deontology.
· Make judgments regarding the complementarity and contrasts between virtue ethics, teleology, and deontology.
· Explain the following elements of Kantian moral theory: (a) concept of duty; (b) distinction between hypothetical and categorical imperatives; (c) nature of the categorical imperatives as criteria for the maxims; (d) requirements of the categorical imperative of universalizability; (e) requirements of the categorical imperative of respect for humanity.
· Apply the three major moral theories to some concrete moral issues by formulating appropriate maxims and testing them through the standards appropriate to each theory.
· Understand the essential conceptual distinctions found in the teleological-deontological spectrum and make good judgments about the compatibility and contrasts of the different approaches.

· Assigned Reading: Selections from Cottingham, Part VIII.

· Assessment Methods: Short essay assignments, exam essay questions.
Week 12 - Unit 10: Knowledge and Truth: What Does It Mean to Say “I Know”?
· Student Learning Outcomes: After successful completion of the unit, course participants should be able to:

· Respond to the question "What do we mean when we say that a particular statement is true?" in an accurate and philosophically well-supported way.
· Understand and explain the difference between correspondence and coherence theories of truth and how the concepts of objectivity and subjectivity of truth are related to this discussion.
· Make the necessary applications to discuss this issue in regard to the concept of moral truth.
· Understand the fundamental importance of coherence as a criterion for truth and why this is accepted even by correspondence theorists of truth.
· Analyze claims by the criteria of both correspondence and coherence theories of truth.
· Assigned Reading: Selections from Cottingham, Part I; Russell, Chapter XII.
· Assessment Methods: Short essay assignments, exam essay questions.
Week 13 - Unit 11: Ethics of Belief: How Can Our Beliefs Be Philosophically justified?
· Student Learning Outcomes: After successful completion of the unit, course participants should be able to:

· Understand the tripartite definition of knowledge and the problems caused by Gettier's counterexamples.
· Apply the tripartite analysis of knowledge to specific knowledge claims (E.g., I will give you statements about something we all would claim to know and ask you to analyze them in terms of JTB).
· Understand Russell's tower of knowledge and how it differs from coherentist structures of belief.
· Understand the distinction between classical foundationalist and reliabilist requirements for justification and apply them to beliefs that we claim are justified.
· Assigned Reading: Selections Cottingham, Part I; Russell, Chapter 13.
· Assessment Methods: Short essay assignments, exam essay questions.
Week 14 - Unit 12: Limits and Value of Philosophy: Is It Worth Our Time to Engage in Philosophy?
· Student Learning Outcomes: After successful completion of the unit, course participants should be able to:

· Understand and explain the similarities and contrasts between philosophy and science.
· Recognize and make judgments about the boundaries between philosophy and science.
· Explain the values of the study of philosophy.
· Consistently approach philosophical method to their studies and knowledge claims.
· Assigned Reading: Selections from Cottingham, Part VII; Russell, Chapters 14 and 15.
· Assessment Methods: Short essay assignments, exam essay questions.
Week 15 - Unit 13: Presentation and Discussion of Philosophy Papers

· Student Learning Outcomes: After successful completion of the unit course participants should be able to:
· Develop an extended argument regarding a philosophical topic, building on the foundation laid in Unit 8.
· Justify a balanced judgment about a controversial philosophical issue, giving fair hearing to contrary views.
· Effectively present both in writing and orally a position, state the objections to, assumptions and implications of the position and respond to the objections to, assumptions and implications of different philosophical perspectives and concepts.
· Assigned Reading:
· Assessment Methods: Written paper and oral presentation.
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