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COURSE NUMBER: MUS 1121	6/20/2025
COURSE TITLE: Fundamentals of Music Theory

INSTRUCTOR:	CONTACT:
CREDITS: 3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 3	PREREQUISITES: Placement into ENGL 1100
[bookmark: DESCRIPTION_OF_COURSE]DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

Introduces the elements of music for non music majors, including notation and the basic skills necessary for listening and performance. The class is designated to acquaint students with the elements and procedures necessary for the composition and performance of music. This course is on demand.

[bookmark: COURSE_STUDENT_LEARNING_OUTCOMES]COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

· The student will develop an understanding of the basic rudiments used in notating pitch in music of the common practice period (generally 1650-1900). The student will recognize, identify, define and notate pitches and rests on both bass and treble clefs. The student will recognize, identify, define and notate accidentals (sharps, flats, and naturals) and key signatures for major and minor keys.

· The student will develop an understanding of the basic rudiments used in notating rhythm in music of the common practice period (generally 1650-1900). The student will recognize, identify, define, and notate rhythmic values of notes and rests from whole through half, quarter, eighth, and sixteenth values. The student will recognize, identify, define, and notate time signatures for simple and compound divisions and subdivisions of meter.

· The student will develop an understanding of functional harmony of the common practice period (generally 1650-1900). The student will recognize, identify, define and notate intervals and triads, in root positions and in first and second inversions, in bass and treble clefs. The student will recognize, identify, define, and notate major and minor (natural, harmonic, and melodic) scales from a tonic pitch.


[bookmark: OUTCOMES_BASED_ASSESSMENT_OF_STUDENT_LEA]OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:
ILG 1 Critical Thinking
ILG 6 Communication Competence
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.
[bookmark: COURSE_MATERIALS_REQUIRED]COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED

Electronic music keyboards, computers, headphones with microphones, music desks, music-staved whiteboard, digital piano

TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS

Ottman, Robert W. and Frank Mainous. Rudiments of Music, 4th edition.
[bookmark: GENERAL_INSTRUCTIONAL_METHODS]GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Lecture, demonstration, drill
[bookmark: STANDARDS_AND_METHODS_FOR_EVALUATION]STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
Quizzes (4)	20%
Homework Exercises	20%
(50) @ 2 pts. ea. = 100 pts.
Drills in class	20%
Midterm	20%
Final	20%

[bookmark: GRADING_SCALE]GRADING SCALE
90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
59 and below = E/EN

[bookmark: SPECIAL_COURSE_REQUIREMENTS]SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
None
[bookmark: COLLEGE_SYLLABUS_STATEMENTS]COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at https://www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml or on the College website Quick Links “Standard Syllabus Statement: Student Resources, Rights, and Responsibilities”.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION

Week 1
· Unit of Instruction: Notation of Pitch
· Student Learning Outcomes: rudiments of pitch notation
· Assigned Reading: Ch. 2-1, 2-2, 2-3
· Assessment Methods: Homework, in-class drills
Week 2
· Unit of Instruction: Notation of Pitch - continued
· Student Learning Outcomes: rudiments of pitch notation
· Assigned Reading: Ch. 2-4 through 2-10
· Assessment Methods: Homework, in-class drills

Week 3
· Unit of Instruction: Notation of Duration (value – notes and rests)
· Student Learning Outcomes: rudiments of duration notation
· Assigned Reading: Ch. 3-2 and 3-4
· Assessment Methods: Homework, in-class drills
Week 4
· Unit of Instruction: Notation of Duration (value – notes and rests) - continued
· Student Learning Outcomes: rudiments of duration notation
· Assigned Reading: Ch. 3-5 through 3-10
· Assessment Methods: Homework, in-class drills, quiz
Week 5
· Unit of Instruction: Notation of Duration (meter – simple and compound)
· Student Learning Outcomes: rudiments of duration notation
· Assigned Reading: Ch. 9-1 through 9-4
· Assessment Methods: Homework, in-class drills

Week 6
· Unit of Instruction: Key signatures
· Student Learning Outcomes: rudiments of pitch notation; functional harmony
· Assigned Reading: Ch. 11-1 and 11-2
· Assessment Methods: Homework, in-class drills

Week 7
· Unit of Instruction: Key signatures (continued)
· Student Learning Outcomes: rudiments of pitch notation; functional harmony
· Assigned Reading: Ch. 11-3 through 11-5
· Assessment Methods: Homework, in-class drills, midterm
Week 8
· Unit of Instruction: Major scales
· Student Learning Outcomes: rudiments of pitch notation; functional harmony
· Assigned Reading: Ch. 13-1
· Assessment Methods: Homework, in-class drills

Week 9
· Unit of Instruction: Major scales - continued
· Student Learning Outcomes: rudiments of pitch notation; functional harmony
· Assigned Reading: Ch. 13-2 and 13-3
· Assessment Methods: Homework, in-class drills
Week 10
· Unit of Instruction: Minor scales (natural, harmonic, melodic)
· Student Learning Outcomes: rudiments of pitch notation; functional harmony
· Assigned Reading: Ch. 4-1 and 4-2 and 6-1
· Assessment Methods: Homework, in-class drills

Week 11
· Unit of Instruction: Minor scales (natural, harmonic, melodic) - continued
· Student Learning Outcomes: rudiments of pitch notation; functional harmony
· Assigned Reading: Ch. 6-2 and 16-3 and 16-4
· Assessment Methods: Homework, in-class drills, quiz
Week 12
· Unit of Instruction: Intervals
· Student Learning Outcomes: rudiments of pitch notation; functional harmony
· Assigned Reading: Ch. 18-1, 18-2, and 18-3
· Assessment Methods: Homework, in-class drills
Week 13
· Unit of Instruction: Intervals (continued)
· Student Learning Outcomes: rudiments of pitch notation; functional harmony

· Assigned Reading: Ch. 19-1
· Assessment Methods: Homework, in-class drills
Week 14
· Unit of Instruction: Triads
· Student Learning Outcomes: rudiments of pitch notation; functional harmony
· Assigned Reading: Ch. 19-2, 19-4 through 19-6 and 19-9
· Assessment Methods: Homework, in-class drills

Week 15
· Unit of Instruction: Triads - continued
· Student Learning Outcomes: rudiments of pitch notation; functional harmony
· Assigned Reading: Ch. 20-3 and 20-5, Ch. 22-1, 22-2 and 22-4
· Assessment Methods: Homework, in-class drills, quiz, final
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