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COURSE NUMBER: MASS 1236	COURSE TITLE: Massage Therapy Law & Ethics

INSTRUCTOR:	CONTACT:

CREDITS: 2	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 2

PREREQUISITES: Acceptance into program

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
This course provides a general overview of the legal system, including criminal and civil law. An in-depth review of the statutes and administrative rules that govern massage therapy in Ohio are provided. The professional practice of health care including the role of the massage therapy professional/practitioner, relationships with other health care providers, stress and self-care of health care professionals, health care ethics, role fidelity, and confidentiality is also discussed.

COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
Identify the two sources of law.
Define and identify types of legal actions.
Students will identify the regulatory agency responsible for regulation massage therapy in Ohio. Students will research the sections the Ohio Revised Code and Ohio administrative rules which regulate massage therapy.
Students will explain the tenants of the American Massage Therapy Association (AMTA) Code of Ethics.
Students will evaluate the AMTA Standards of Practice. Discuss role of the professional/practitioner.
Identify professional standards and ethics in Massage Therapy. Apply basic principles of health care ethics to resolve dilemmas.
Demonstrate an understanding of and compliance with the Scope of Practice for Massage Therapy as outlined by the State Medical Board of Ohio.
Develop an action plan for exemplifying accepted standards of professionalism in the role ofthe health care provider.
Demonstrate an understanding of privacy and confidentiality issues. Demonstrate an understanding of liability, malpractice, and negligence.Understand the best practices for massage therapy.
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PROGRAM OUTCOMES
Demonstrate the ability to provide therapeutic massage in accordance with the State MedicalBoard of Ohio scope of practice and the professional ethical standards as determined by the American Massage Therapy Association.

OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:
#1 Critical Thinking
#8 Professional Life Skills

In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.

COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED
Writing utensil and notebook; internet access

TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS
Salvo, S. G., (2020). MASSAGE THERAPY: Principles and Practice (7th ed). St. Louis, Missouri: Elsevier.
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Various instructional methods will be utilized to assist students in achieving the goals and objectives of MASS 1236. These include, but are not necessarily limited to, lecture, class/small group discussion and in-class exercises.

STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION

Assignments & Tests
	Participation
	50 points

	Laws Assignment
	25 points

	Article Assignment
	25 points

	Quizzes (2)
	50 points

	Midterm
	100 points

	Final
	100 points

	Total Points Available
	350 points



Extra Credit
Syllabus Quiz – 10 points (optional)

GRADING SCALE
A 100% - 93%
B 92% - 84%
C 83% – 75%
D 74% - 65%
E 65% and below

Please Note: Students must achieve a letter grade of “C” (75%) or better to pass course work in the Massage Therapy Program. Per program policy, a letter grade of “D” is not a passing score. Please see the Massage Therapy Program Student Handbook for clarification.

ATTENDANCE POLICY
Each student is expected to attend each of the scheduled clasesfor which they are registered at the appointed class time. Regular attendance and participation are a significant factor, which promote success in college work. Furthermore, the State Medical Board of Ohio requires that certain attendance requirements be met in order to be eligible for the state licensure.

If a student is ill or cannot make a scheduled class for any reason, they should notify the instructor by phone or by email prior to class, or within a reasonable amount of time. Failure tonotify may cause the student to have an unexcused absence and any scheduled quizzes or tests for that particular class may not be made up. A doctor’s release or other appropriate documentation may be required for the absence to be counted as excused. Excused absences may be granted with a medical excuse, obituary, or other appropriate documentation.
Students must be in the room on the day of any test/quiz prior to its beginning. If a student arrives after the test/quiz has begun, they may not be permitted to sit for the test/quiz and may forfeit those points. There are NO make-ups without prior approval or extenuating circumstances. The format of the make-up exam/quiz may be different from the original.
Homework assignments are due at the beginning of class. Late submissions will not be accepted without prior permission from the instructor and may have points deducted.
Class begins promptly at 9:00a.m. Students must be present at the start of class and be present for the entire class to receive points for attendance. If a student arrives after the lecture has begun, they will be issued a tardy. Participation points will be removed for tardiness, scrolling on devices outside of notetaking, and not actively engaging in discussions.
If a student is tardy four (4) times or has two (2) or more unexcused absences, they will have their grade dropped by one letter. The grade will be dropped one letter for each subsequent infraction.

COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”.

	WEEK
	UNIT OF INSTRUCTION
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES/ GOALS
	ASSESSMENT METHODS
	ASSIGNMENTS
	ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE

	1
	Introductions & Definitions

General Law
	Identify the two sources oflaw.

Identify types of legalactions.
Define types of legal actions.
	Classroom discussion
	Extra Credit Syllabus Quiz at the end of class.

Review PowerPoint
	Syllabus quiz due by next class

	2
	Laws Governing Massage

State Laws
	Students will identify the regulatory agency responsible for regulation massage therapy in Ohio.

Students will research the sections the Ohio Revised Code and Ohio administrative rules which regulate massage therapy.

Students will explain the tenants of the American Massage Therapy Association (AMTA) Code ofEthics.

Students will evaluate the AMTA Standards of Practice.

Demonstrate an understanding of and compliance with the Scopeof Practice for Massage Therapy as outlined by theState Medical Board of Ohio.

Demonstrate an understanding of liability, malpractice, and
negligence
	Classroom Discussion
	Review Ohio Rules ORC 4731 & OAC
4731

Law Assignment


Read pg. 202-
203 Intro, Scope and Standards of care
	Reading due day of class

Law assignment due week 3

	3
	Reasons to apply & adopt guidelines

Scope of Practice
Clinical Reasoning Making referrals
	Define code of ethics, understand HIPAA and informed consent/confidentiality.
Define ethical approaches
	Classroom discussion
	Read pages 204-206 and
213-215
	Reading due day of class

Law Assignment Due



	
	
Code of Ethics & HIPAA, Informed Consent
	
	
	
	

	4
	Professional Organizations

Speaker
	Discuss benefits of joining a professional organization

Discuss roles of various professional organizations in the massage therapy field

Identify AMTA, ABMP, NCBTMB, FSMTB
	Classroom Discussion

Guest Speaker – AMTA
	Review for quiz 1
	Quiz 1 –
Week 5

	5
	Selfcare & Mindfulness
	Learn strategies of mindfulness and stress management to alleviate stress of running a massage
practice.
	Classroom Discussion
	Review PowerPoint

Quiz 1
	NA

	6
	Therapeutic Relationship & Basic Principles of Health Care Ethics
	Define boundaries and describe types of boundaries.
	Classroom Discussion
	Read Salvo Chapter 2 pg.
15-21 to
Cultural Competencies
	Reading due day of class

	7
	Boundaries
	Define boundaries and describe types of boundaries.
	Classroom Discussion
	Read Salvo pg. 24-31
	Reading due day of class

	8
	MIDTERM EXAM

	9
	Sexual Misconduct
	Students will evaluate the AMTA Standards of Practice.

Discuss role of the professional/practitioner.

Develop an action plan for exemplifying accepted standards of professionalism in the role
of the health care provider.
	Classroom Discussion
	Read Salvo pg. 34-36
	Reading due day of class

	10
	Dual Relationships
	Students will evaluate the AMTA Standards of Practice.

Discuss role of the professional/practitioner.
	Classroom Discussion
	Read Salvo pg. 31-34
	Reading due day of class



	
	
	Develop an action plan for exemplifying accepted standards of professionalism in the role
of the health care provider.
	
	
	

	11
	Boundary Management
	Students will evaluate the AMTA Standards of Practice.
Discuss role of the professional/practitioner
Develop an action plan for exemplifying accepted standards of professionalism in the role
of the health care provider.
	Classroom Discussion
	Read Salvopg. 33-34 Making Professional Decisions

Review for quiz 2
	Reading due day of class

Quiz 2 –
Week 12

	12
	Best Practices
	Students will evaluate the AMTA Standards of Practice.

Discuss role of the professional/practitioner.

Develop an action plan for exemplifying accepted standards of professionalism in the role of the health care provider.
	Classroom Discussion
	Quiz 2

Read handouts
	Reading due day of class

	13
	Best Practices
	Students will evaluate the AMTA Standards of Practice.
Discuss role of the professional/ practitioner.
Develop an action plan for exemplifying accepted standards of professionalism in the role
of the health care provider.
	Classroom Discussion
	Read handouts
	Reading due day of class

	14
	Professionalism and Development
	Students will evaluate the AMTA Standards of Practice.

Discuss role of the professional/practitioner
Develop an action plan for exemplifying accepted standards of professionalism in the role of the health care provider.
	Classroom Discussion
	Salvo 35-37 & Handout Current Best Practices
	Reading due day of class



	15
	Final Review
	Review for Final
	Classroom Discussion
	Final Study Guide
	

	16
	FINAL EXAM



All assignments are due at the beginning of class. Content topics and dates are subject to  revision, if needed. Students will be informed of changes as they occur.
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