
[image: Columbus State Community College Logo]Columbus State Community College Justice, Safety and Legal Studies Department
Paralegal Studies Program COURSE NUMBER: LEGL-2050-W02-79299
COURSE TITLE: Intellectual Property
INSTRUCTOR:	CONTACT: 
CREDITS: 3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK:	3

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: This course explores the world of patents, trademarks, copyrights and trade secrets, as well as the history and origins of federal, state and foreign law which regulates the registration and ownership of these business assets. The course will discuss case law that covers these areas. Special emphasis will be given to the impact of the digital, electronic and Internet world in this specialized legal area. The student will learn the processes to register and protect these assets and the role of the legal professional in assisting the intellectual property client.

COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
· Identify the different types of intellectual property.
· Describe the development of intellectual property.
· Determine the legal protections provided for copyright.
· Research the elements of infringement of copyright.
· Determine the legal protections provided for trademarks.
· Research the elements of infringement of trademarks.
· Determine the legal protections provided for patents.
· Research the elements of infringement of patents.
· Determine the legal protections provided for trade secrets.
· Research the protection of trade secrets.
· Research the latest statutory changes and recent court decisions.
· Identify Intellectual Property websites and online resources available to the intellectual property professional.
· Analyze the ethical obligations of preserving the confidentiality of a client’s intellectual
property.

PROGRAM OUTCOMES
Upon completion of the Paralegal Program, the student will be able to:
· Employ substantive and procedural knowledge to analyze legal problems.
· Recognize and adhere to legal ethical standards.
· Proficiently apply legal technologies.
· Effectively communicate in oral and written forms, and interpersonally.
· Consistently demonstrate professional behaviors valued in the legal field.

COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED
Regular access to a computer with an internet connection is required. This requirement cannot be met solely through use of a personal smart phone.

TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS
· Intellectual Property, 4th Ed, Bouchoux, ITP Publishers (ISBN: 9781111648572).
· Any additional course materials and readings will be provided via Blackboard.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS

Reading and analysis of pertinent rules, statutes and court cases, online discussion units, project assignments, and exams, but other methods may be utilized.

ASSESSMENT AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
Columbus State Community College is committed to assessment (measurement) of student achievement of academic outcomes. This process addresses the issues of what you need to learn in your program of study and if you are learning what you need to learn. The assessment program at Columbus State has four specific and interrelated purposes: (1) to improve student academic achievements; (2) to improve teaching strategies; (3) to document successes and identify opportunities for program improvement; (4) to provide evidence for institutional effectiveness. In class you are assessed and graded on your achievement of the outcomes for this course. You may also be required to participate in broader assessment activities.
You will be assessed on the broad categories, with more detail to be provided in elsewhere in this Syllabus, on Blackboard and in individual assignments.


	Category
	Quantity
	Points per Assignment/ Exam
	Total Points per Category

	Discussion Unit Assignments
	15
	20
	300

	Project Assignments
	5
	100
	500

	Midterm Exam
	1
	100
	100

	Final Exam
	1
	100
	100

	Total Points
	1,000



1

GRADING SCALE
Your grade is determined by the percentage of the points you have earned to date divided by the total number of available points to date. The grading scale is as follows:
· 90%-100%=A
· 80%-89%=B
· 70%-79%=C
· 60%-69%=D
· Below 60%=E
SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
None

ATTENDANCE POLICY AND PARTICIPATION: Attendance is a key component for this class and will directly and indirectly impact your final grade. Attendance in this course is considered met by participating in the class discussions and completing assignments. All attendance is expected to consist of active, professional, and thoughtful participation. Students who become disruptive to the class in any week, may not earn any points for week, even if all other assignment requirements are met.
Additionally, all instructors at Columbus State are required to report attendance for students who receive financial aid and failure to attend scheduled classes can negatively impact your aid.
There is an attendance component even for web-based courses, judged as follows:

CSCC instructors are required to report attendance to verify that students are attending and participating in class. These reports must verify that a student is actively engaged in the course. Active engagement could be indicated by graded assignments or tests, or participation in a required online discussion forum. Confirmation of student attendance is required by the Department of Education prior to disbursement of federal aid to students. Verifying student participation in class will help to minimize student indebtedness, will make the College a better steward of financial aid monies, and will promote student success and accountability.
LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY: All assignments are due by 11:59 PM Eastern Time on the due date for the assignment. No exceptions, except as permitted below. Work must be submitted to the appropriate forum. All Unit discussion activities must be completed by 11:59 PM Eastern Standard Time on the Sunday following the beginning of each week, which will always be the immediately preceding Monday.

Please ensure you have attached your assignment to your any emails or Blackboard uploads and the assignment was successfully sent or uploaded. In the event your attachment is not

attached or uploaded, it will have the same effect as though you did not submit your assignment.
If you need to submit work late, you must put a request in written form no later than 24 hours the day immediately preceding the assignment due date. Your request must contain a valid and reasonable explanation of why you are requesting to turn an assignment in late. This must be done for any and each assignment for which you request a late turn in time. I will respond in writing prior to the due date if I will accept late work and said response will include a new due date. In the event a late assignment is permitted, five percentage (5.00) points will be deducted from the total points earned for each day an assignment is overdue including the date it is submitted. I reserve the right to deviate from this policy on a case by case basis, but will only do so in cases of extreme circumstances.

This late policy does NOT apply to the Examinations or Discussion Board Posts and these may not be completed late, unless approved alternative arrangements are made in advance.

COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”.

WEATHER RELATED DEPARTMENT SPECIFIC POLICY
In the event of severe weather or other emergencies that could force the college to close or to cancel classes, such information will be broadcast on radio stations and television stations.
Students who reside in areas that fall under a Level III emergency should not attempt to drive to the college even if the college remains open.

Assignments due on a day the college is closed will be due the next scheduled class period. If an examination is scheduled for a day the campus is closed, the examination will be given on the next class day.

Students who miss a class because of weather-related problems are responsible for reading and other assignments as indicated in the syllabus. If an examination is missed, contact me as soon as possible to determine how to make up the missed exam. Remember! It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with reading and other assignments when a scheduled class does not meet, whatever the reason.

In the event the college is forced to close during Final Examination Week, exams will be rescheduled.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION
	WEEK 1

	Start Date:
	August 28, 2023
	End Date:
	September 3, 2023

	Unit of Instruction:
	Introduction to Intellectual Property Laws

	Learning Objectives/Goals:
	Obtain a basic understanding of the different types of
intellectual property.

	Assessment Method(s):
	Discussion Board, Project Assignments and Exam

	Assignment(s):
	1) Read Chapter 1
2) Complete Discussion Unit 1 by 11:59 PM ET of the above End Date for the week.



	WEEK 2

	Start Date:
	September 4, 2023
	End Date:
	September 10, 2023

	Unit of Instruction:
	Foundations of Trademark Law

	Learning Objectives/Goals:
	Obtain a basic understanding of Trademark Laws and the
purpose and function of the laws.

	Assessment Method(s):
	Discussion Board, Project Assignments and Exam

	Assignment(s):
	1) Read Chapter 2
2) Complete Discussion Unit 2 by 11:59 PM ET of the above End Date for the week.
3) Complete Project Assignment #1 (See “Assignments” on
Blackboard for assignment details – Available Week 1 and Due September 10, 2023 at 11:59 PM ET.



	WEEK 3

	Start Date:
	September 11, 2023
	End Date:
	September 17, 2023

	Unit of Instruction:
	Trademark Selection, Searching and the Registration Process

	Learning Objectives/Goals:
	Obtain an understanding of the process involved in determining the whether a trademark can be registered and the process to register a trademark.

	Assessment Method(s):
	Discussion Board, Project Assignments and Exam

	Assignment(s):
	1) Read Chapters 3 and 4
2) Complete Discussion Unit 3 by 11:59 PM ET of the above End Date for the week.



	WEEK 4

	Start Date:
	September 18, 2023
	End Date:
	September 24, 2023

	Unit of Instruction:
	Post registration Procedures, Maintaining Trademarks and
Protecting Trademarks



	Learning Objectives/Goals:
	Learn what happens after a trademark is obtained to keep the mark from being infringed, how trademarks are protected and
the tasks needed to maintain a trademark.

	Assessment Method(s):
	Discussion Board, Project Assignments and Exam

	Assignment(s):
	1) Read Chapters 5 and 6
2) Complete Discussion Unit 4 by 11:59 PM ET of the above End Date for the week.



	WEEK 5

	Start Date:
	September 25, 2023
	End Date:
	October 1, 2023

	Unit of Instruction:
	New Developments in Trademark Law and International Trademark Law

	Learning Objectives/Goals:
	Learn how the internet, domain names and international laws
can affect trademarks.

	Assessment Method(s):
	Discussion Board, Project Assignments and Exam

	Assignment(s):
	1) Read Chapters 7 and 8
2) Complete Discussion Unit 5 by 11:59 PM ET of the above End Date for the week.



	WEEK 6

	Start Date:
	October 2, 2023
	End Date:
	October 8, 2023

	Unit of Instruction:
	Foundations of Copyright Law

	Learning Objectives/Goals:
	Obtain a basic understanding of Copyright Laws and the
purpose and function of the laws.

	Assessment Method(s):
	Discussion Board, Project Assignments and Exam

	Assignment(s):
	1) Read Chapter 9
2) Complete Discussion Unit 6 by 11:59 PM ET of the above End Date for the week.
3) Complete Project Assignment #2 (See “Assignments” on
Blackboard for assignment details – Available Week 3
and October 8, 2023 at 11:59 PM ET.



	WEEK 7

	Start Date:
	October 9, 2023
	End Date:
	October 15, 2023

	Unit of Instruction:
	Subject matter and rights of Copyright Laws

	Learning Objectives/Goals:
	Learn the requirements to obtain a copyright and if a copyright
is obtained, what rights are afforded the copyright holder.

	Assessment Method(s):
	Discussion Board, Project Assignments and Exam

	Assignment(s):
	1) Read Chapters 10 and 11
2) Complete Discussion Unit 7 by 11:59 PM ET of the
above End Date for the week.



	WEEK 8

	Start Date:
	October 16, 2023
	End Date:
	October 22, 2023



	Unit of Instruction:
	Copyright Ownership and Registration

	Learning Objectives/Goals:
	Learn who owns copyrighted materials, how copyrights can be transferred, the length of copyrights, how to register
copyrights and how to find registered copyrights.

	Assessment Method(s):
	Discussion Board, Project Assignments and Exam

	Assignment(s):
	1) Read Chapters 12 and 13
2) Complete Discussion Unit 8 by 11:59 PM ET of the above End Date for the week.



	WEEK 9

	Start Date:
	October 23, 2023
	End Date:
	October 29, 2023

	Unit of Instruction:
	Copyright Infringement

	Learning Objectives/Goals:
	Learn when copyright infringement occurs, what to do when
infringement occurs and defenses to infringement.

	Assessment Method(s):
	Discussion Board, Project Assignments and Exam

	Assignment(s):
	1) Read Chapter 14
2) Complete Discussion Unit 9 by 11:59 PM ET of the above End Date for the week.



	WEEK 10

	Start Date:
	October 30, 2023
	End Date:
	November 5, 2023

	Unit of Instruction:
	New Developments in Copyright Law and International
Copyright Law

	Learning Objectives/Goals:
	Learn how the advancements in technology and international
laws can affect copyrights.

	Assessment Method(s):
	Discussion Board, Project Assignments and Exam

	Assignment(s):
	1) Read Chapters 15 and 16
2) Complete Discussion Unit 10 by 11:59 PM ET of the above End Date for the week.
3) Complete Midterm Exam (See “Exam Details” below for
more information – Available November 2, 2023 and Due November 5, 2023 at 11:59 PM ET.




	WEEK 11

	Start Date:
	November 6, 2023
	End Date:
	November 12, 2023

	Unit of Instruction:
	Foundations of Patent Law

	Learning Objectives/Goals:
	Obtain a basic understanding of Patent Laws and the purpose
and function of the laws.

	Assessment Method(s):
	Discussion Board, Project Assignments and Exam

	Assignment(s):
	1) Read Chapter 17
2) Complete Discussion Unit 11 by 11:59 PM ET of the above End Date for the week.



	
	3) Complete Project Assignment #3 (See “Assignments” on
Blackboard for assignment details – Available Week 7 and Due November 12, 2023 at 11:59 PM ET.



	WEEK 12

	Start Date:
	November 13, 2023
	End Date:
	November 19, 2023

	Unit of Instruction:
	Patent Searches, Applications and Post-Issuance Proceedings

	Learning Objectives/Goals:
	Learn the process for applying for and obtaining a patent.

	Assessment Method(s):
	Discussion Board, Project Assignments and Exam

	Assignment(s):
	1) Read Chapter 18
2) Complete Discussion Unit 12 by 11:59 PM ET of the above End Date for the week.



	WEEK 13

	Start Date:
	November 20, 2023
	End Date:
	November 26, 2023

	Unit of Instruction:
	Patent Ownership, Transferring Ownership and Patent
Infringement

	Learning Objectives/Goals:
	Learn who owns patents, how patents can be transferred and
how patents are infringed, how infringement can be remedied and defended.

	Assessment Method(s):
	Discussion Board, Project Assignments and Exam

	Assignment(s):
	1) Read Chapters 19 and 20
2) Complete Discussion Unit 13 by 11:59 PM ET of the above End Date for the week.



	WEEK 14

	Start Date:
	November 27, 2023
	End Date:
	December 3, 2023

	Unit of Instruction:
	Trade Secrets and Unfair Competition

	Learning Objectives/Goals:
	Learn how to identify a trade secret, how to protect trade secrets and deceptive trade practices affecting intellectual
property.

	Assessment Method(s):
	Discussion Board, Project Assignments and Exam

	Assignment(s):
	1) Read Chapters 22 and 23
2) Complete Discussion Unit 14 by 11:59 PM ET of the above End Date for the week.
3) Complete Project Assignment #4 (See “Assignments” on
Blackboard for assignment details – Available Week 12 and Due December 3, 2023 at 11:59 PM ET.



	WEEK 15

	Start Date:
	December 4, 2023
	End Date:
	December 10, 2023

	Unit of Instruction:
	Intellectual Property Audits and Due Diligence Reviews

	Learning Objectives/Goals:
	Learn about the importance to audit intellectual property.

	Assessment Method(s):
	Discussion Board, Project Assignments and Exam



	Assignment(s):
	1) Read Chapter 24
2) Complete Discussion Unit 15 by 11:59 PM ET of the above End Date for the week.
3) Complete Project Assignment #5 (See “Assignments” on
Blackboard for assignment details – Available Week 14 and Due December 10, 2023 at 11:59 PM ET.



	Finals Week

	Start Date:
	December 11, 2023
	End Date:
	December 13, 2023

	Unit of Instruction:
	Comprehensive Final Exam

	Assignment(s):
	1) Complete Final Exam (See “Exam Details” below for more information - Available December 11, 2023 and due by December 13, 2023 at 11:59 PM ET.



	Exam Details

	This course has a Midterm and Final Exam. The Midterm exam will cover Chapters 1 to 14 and the Final Exam will cover Chapters 1 to 24). Each Exam will consist of 30 multiple choice and/or True/False questions and will be a timed exam. Each question on the exam may not be given equal weight, which means some questions will be worth more points than others, but the value of each question may not be disclosed. You will have 1 hour and 20 minutes from the time you start each exam to complete it. You may not pause the exam or otherwise restart the exam, so you should plan to have ample time free of distraction to complete the exam once you begin it. Each exam must also be completed by the due date and time, so please be sure to start each exam at least 1 hour and 20 minutes before it is due. Late submissions will not be graded. Each exam will be open book and open internet, but you may not utilize any real time communication (no phone calls, text or other messaging or other similar communications). Those students who keep current with the reading and actively participate in the course tend to score better on the exam than those who do not.
While it is possible to do research to answer the questions, if you rely solely on this method rather than keeping current on the reading and taking good notes while reading, you will likely have trouble finishing the exam in the allotted time and/or may not score well on the
exam.
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