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COURSE:     Legal Research and Writing LEGL 1111, Spring 2024.
	       MW, 2:00 – 3:50 p.m., January 17 – May 8, 2024; Franklin 310.
INSTRUCTOR:  Arthur J. Marziale, Jr.  amarzial@cscc.edu    (note that “e” is dropped)
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: This course is an intense production-oriented research and writing course designed to prepare the student to function under the requirement of rapid completion of research and writing assignments commonly made in law offices and other legal environments. The student will encounter a variety of opportunities including motions, pleadings and briefs, the production of which will require both speed and accuracy and will incorporate both printed and computer-based research strategies. 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
Explain the legal principles used in research.
Ethics: Evaluate the duty of competence in legal research.
Identify the various types of legal authority.
Describe case law and its role in legal research.
Explain the legal analysis process.
Legal Research: Distinguish between library legal resources and electronic resources.
Perform legal research.
Conduct legal research using Lexis & Westlaw.
Review official citation formats.
Draft legal memoranda.
COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED:
Legal Research and Writing for Paralegals, Deborah E. Bouchoux, 9th Edition
Bluebook, 20th Edition 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Instruction will include a combination of lecture, class discussions and lab sessions.  
ASSESSMENT
Columbus State Community College is committed to assessment (measurement) of student achievement of academic outcomes.  This process addresses the issues of what you need to learn in your program of study and if you are learning what you need to learn.  The assessment program at Columbus State has four specific and interrelated purposes: (1) to improve student academic achievements; (2) to improve teaching strategies; (3) to document successes and identify opportunities for program improvement; (4) to provide evidence for institutional effectiveness.  In class you are assessed and graded on your achievement of the outcomes for this course.  You may also be required to participate in broader assessment activities.
All evaluations will be based on the content, as well as the elements of proper composition, grammar, spelling and punctuation. 
Projects will be assessed based on timely submission, content, depth of research, effort, accuracy of information, analysis and overall presentation.
 Examinations will be evaluated on correct responses which demonstrate the student has mastered the principle, theories of the course material.

Point value(s) for each assessment used during the quarter: 

	Assessment
	Points

	Projects  (2)
	100 (200)

	
	

	Worksheets  (6)
	50  (300)

	Final Project  (1)
	100

	
	

	Total Points
 
	600
 



Student grades for individual assignments are entered into the Blackboard grade book. Students are advised to check their grades on individual assessments on a regular basis throughout the quarter.
GRADING SCALE
Final grades will be determined based on the following scale:

	Points
	Percentage
	Grade

	100-90 points
	90-100%
	A

	89-80 points
	80-89%
	B

	79-70 points
	70-79%
	C

	69-60 points
	60-69%
	D

	under 60 points
	0-59%
	E


 

ATTENDANCE POLICY
It is recommended that students attend all classes. If it is noted that a student has excessive absenteeism, they will be notified by email and will have a conference with the professor to discuss and analyze the problem in order to find a solution. Note that students receiving student aid must have attendance reported.  Poor attendance typically means a lower  grade.
The Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu, Student Tab, Academic Tools, Syllabus Statement, or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”.
STUDENT CONCERNS
Each of the Justice and Safety classes has a lead instructor or a Program Coordinator who is responsible for managing the content and curriculum of that class and discussing concerns that students may have with their course or instructor.
If you have a concern:
·       First, have a discussion with your instructor
·       Second, have a discussion with the Program Coordinator for the course
·       Third, have a discussion with the Department Chair
At the third step, students should be prepared to fill out a written, documented complaint. 
Grade Grievances must comply with the Grade Grievance policy as stated in the Student Handbook.  Each of the above steps must be followed under this policy. Students are required to make the initial contact with the instructor no later than the second week of the quarter following the quarter of the disputed grade. 
If a student is dissatisfied with the decision of the instructor on any grade grievance, the student can submit a Grade Grievance form and any accompanying documentation to the Department Chair within seven days of the instructor’s decision on the grade. 
If the student does not get a response from the instructor within five days then the seven day clock will begin to provide the Grade Grievance Form and documentation to the Chair.  If the Grade Grievance is a valid reason under the policy then a hearing may be granted by the Grade Grievance Committee.  Determinations by the Grade Grievance Committee are final.

The instructor reserves the right to deduct points on assignments that are submitted beyond the deadline.









Assignments (subject to change, as the course progresses):
All projects submitted via e-mail in Word format.
Week #1	Chapter 1                Finding the law
			Chapter 2	     The Federal and State court systems				
Week #2	Chapter 13              Overview of the research process
					      Worksheet 1 – Basic Case Information		
Week #3	Posted Material      Case Analysis Skills - Materials provided          			
Week #4	Chapter 3	      Statutory law; Worksheet 2, Statutes				 
Week #5	Chapter 4	      Case law – judicial opinions, Project 1 - Case Brief
Week #6	Chapter 8	      Legal citation form – Sections A –F only; Worksheet 3		
Week #7	Chapter 5	      Use of digests, annotated law reports	
Week #8	Chapters 6 & 7	      Encyclopedias, periodicals, treatises, restatements
					       Worksheet 4 (Chapters 5 & 6)
Spring Break March 11 - 16
Week #9	Chapter 9	      Updating and validating your research; Worksheet 5			
 			Chapter 11	      Digital libraries:  Lexis, Westlaw, and other non-print 							      resources.
Week #10	Chapter 8	      Legal citation form (revisited)
Week #11	Chapter 8                 Cite form continued; Worksheet 6 					
Week #12   	Chapter 14	      Back to basics
		Chapter 15	      Strategies for effective writing.
Week #13	Chapter 17	      Legal Memo
Week #14			      Research issues – Project 2 – Legal Memo Rough Draft
Week #15	         		      Individual Meetings via Zoom – Rough Draft review
Week #16			      Final Project Due by 6:00 p.m.
		      		      Delivered by e-mail to Instructor in Word format.
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