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Digital Art, Media $ Design
Interactive Media 

COURSE NUMBER: IMM - 1530

COURSE TITLE: Writing for Digital Media & Video Production

CREDITS: 3		CLASS HOURS PER WEEK:	 2 Lab 2 Lecture

PREREQUISITES: None

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: 
IMM 1530 teaches students the method for creating content and writing in the correct language and established format for each visual medium, including commercial communication such as ads and PSAs, corporate communications, digital storytelling and training videos. In addition to basic writing principles, students will learn to develop a treatment, plan characters, write effective scenes, scripts and storylines for use in both audio and video production. Students will develop an improved foundation for understanding interactive media and writing for non-linear content while gaining the tools to effectively connect with your audience.


COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
1. Develop an idea into an outline and treatment for a dramatic script. (Screenplay structure)
2. Plan effective characters and write dialogue appropriate to them. (Dialogue)
3. Choose suitable sources for script adaptation and adapt them.
4. Identify script writing terms and explain script writing principles.
5. Identify script formats and be able to use them properly.
6. Write effective scenes, action sequences, and character scenes.
7. Compose the frame a story.
8. Writing for particular genres.


PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
· Comprehend the relationship between design, marketing, and interactive multimedia projects and how it affects society and industry. 
· Understand the purpose and interrelationship among design, scripting, and software. 
· Be able to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of project design including storyboarding,
diagramming, flowcharting, and brand relevance. 



OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING: 
For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:
· Critical Thinking 
· Technological Competence
· Communication Competence
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.


COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED:
Script writing software: (https://www.scriptreaderpro.com/free-screenwriting-software/) Free online scriptwriting apps: Trelby & Rawscripts

TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS:
Writing for Visual Media Fourth Edition
Author: Anthony Friedmann

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS:
Self-paced Lectures, instructor reviews, and critiques
Practical exercises
Assigned lab project work

STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION:

TOTAL POINTS
	12 Assignments
	550 pts

	10 Quizzes
	250 pts

	Final Assignment
	200 pts

	TOTAL
	1000 PTS



GRADING SCALE:
A - 900-1000 points
B - 800-890 points
C - 700-790 points
D - 600-690 points
E - 0-590 points

All assignments need to be in word document form or pdf form. You should write all answers to questions in an essay form. Unless otherwise noted. Start to think of the type of story you want to write and with the first couple of assignments examine films/shows from that genre.

SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
None

ATTENDANCE POLICY:
Students will attend all classes.  If there is an issue, it is up to the student to contact the instructor before the class. Students will be in class on time.
COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS:
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at  www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”.
WEATHER RELATED DEPARTMENT SPECIFIC POLICY:
 In the event of severe weather or other emergencies that could force the college to close or to cancel classes, such information will be broadcast on radio stations and television stations.  Students who reside in areas that fall under a Level III emergency should not attempt to drive to the college even if the college remains open.
Assignments due on a day the college is closed will be due the next scheduled class period.  If an examination is scheduled for a day the campus is closed, the examination will be given on the next class day.  If a laboratory is scheduled on the day the campus is closed, it will be made up at the next scheduled laboratory class.  If necessary, laboratory make-up may be held on a Saturday. 
Students who miss a class because of weather-related problems with the class is held as scheduled are responsible for reading and other assignments as indicated in the syllabus.  If a laboratory or examination is missed, contact me as soon as possible to determine how to make up the missed exam or lab.  Remember!  It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with reading and other assignments when a scheduled class does not meet, whatever the reason.
In the event the college is forced to close during Final Examination Week, students will be contacted by the instructor, and will schedule times to meet individually for their final presentations. 
UNITS OF INSTRUCTION: 

	
	UNIT OF
INSTRUCTION
	LEARNING
OBJECTIVES / GOALS
	ASSESSMENT
METHODS
	ASSIGNMENTS
	ASSIGNMENT
DUE DATE

	Week 1

	Introduction to Course
Assignment Pre-Work: Worksheet 1 & Film Breakdown Exercise
Reading: Chapter 1 Introduction Slideshow

	Discussion - Scriptwriting/Format/Jobs/
Grading/Attendance/Expectations


	
	
	

	Week 2

	Describing One Medium through
Another

Quiz #1: Chapter 1
Assignment 1: Chapter 1, Exercise 1 & 7
Reading: Chapter 2
	Students will learn the story types told in a selected number of genres. 
	Quiz
	Quiz 1
	01/21/25


	Week 3

	A Seven-Step Method for
Developing a Creative Concept

Assignment 2: Pick 2 of the exercises at end of Chapter 2 to complete. Everyone must
answer the question in Ex 6 in 250 to 500 words..
Reading: Chapter 3
	Students learn how to organize an idea
and what the good traits of a story are.
	Assignment
	Assignment 1
	01/28/25

	Week 4

	Describing Sight and Sound

Quiz #3
Chapter 3
Assignment 3: Complete Exercises 4 and 8 . Use scriptwriting and storyboard
software as instructed in class. Complete a short story or novel in for full credit.
Reading: Chapter 4 & 5
	Understanding the sight/location and it’s surroundings to determine the sound and its relationship to the sight in writing scripts.
	Assignment
Quiz
	Assignment 2 & 3
Quiz 3
	02/04/25

	Week 5

	Stages of Script Development
Building Story Structure

Class Session
Assignment 4: Complete Chapter 4 Exercises 4 & 7. Ex 7 must be written in correct
radio format. Develop and Write a Seven-Step Process (Chap 2) Ex 1. Develop five
different type questions to ask (open, closed, etc.) Label the type with each question.
Chapter 5 Exercise Pick one current PSA/Super Bowl commercial ad airing at this
time analyze the creative strategy writing a one page paper describing the ad or PSA.
Reading: Chapter 6
	Students learn about frame, theme,
conflict, dramatic problem and other
elements that build story structure
	Assignment
	Assignment 4
	05/11/25

	Week 6

	Corporate Communications:
Selling, Telling, Training and
Promoting

Assignment 5: Complete Ex 1. Pick a simple task to train the rest of the class.
Reading: Chapter 7

Quiz #6 Chapter 6
	Students learn how to “block” a story
concept into scenes and sequences.
	Assignment
Quiz
	Assignment 5
Quiz 6
	02/18/25

	Week 7

	Documentary and Nonfiction
Narrative

Class Discussion
Board
Assignment 6: Complete Ex 3 & 4 at end of Chapter 7. Who would you like to
interview pick a celebrity or historical figure you will outline a treatment to tell their
biography and create a list of questions you would ask in the interview.
Reading: Chapter 8
	Students learn the structure of
sequences, scenes, and bits. .
	Assignment
	Assignment 6
	02/25/25

	Week 8

	Visual Storytelling: Dramatic
Structure and Form

Quiz #8 Chapter 8

Assignment 7: Final Project Assignments. Once your idea is approved, complete
Chapter 8 Ex 5 and 10. The treatment should be at least three pages at this time.
Reading: Chapter 9
	Students analyze copy to determine
specific traits of the character and
performance.
	Quiz
	Quiz 8
	03/04/25

	Week 9

	Writing Techniques for Long-Form
Scripts

Quiz #9 Chapter 9

Assignment 8: Complete Exercises 1. As part of the Training project, rewrite
treatment for biography and develop Logline.
Reading: Chapter 10


	Students learn to begin writing dialogue and revealing character.
Students learn dramatizing strategies.
	Assignment
Quiz
	Assignment 7
Quiz 9
	03/11/25

	Week 10
	Television Series, Sitcoms, and Soaps

Quiz #10
Chapter 10

Assignment 9: Watch and take notes on the videos inside this folder. Continue
working on Final Project. 
Reading: Chapter 11
	Students learn Script format for feature films and television
	Assignment 
Quiz
	Assignment 8
Quiz 10
	03/18/25

	Week 11
	Writing and Interactive Design

Quiz #11
Chapter 11

Assignment 10: Complete Ex 6 and 7 on chosen subject and Ex 6, Continue working
on Final Project.
Reading: Chapter 12
	Students learn ways to write visually in
the script.
	Assignment
Quiz
	Assignment 9
Quiz 11
	03/25/25

	Week 12
	Writing for Interactive
Communications

Quiz #12 
Chapter 12

Assignment 11: Complete Ex 5. Limit manual to 10 pages maximum. Draft of Short
Film Script, Logline, and Treatment due
Reading: Chapter 13
	Students learn to stage directions and
script specific format.
	Assignment
Quiz
	Assignment 10
Quiz 12
	04/01/25

	Week 13
	Writing for Video Games

Quiz #13 
Chapter 13

Assignment 12: Complete Ex 3. Make note of comments and continue working on
Final Project.
Reading: Chapter 14
	Learning about writing for various types/genres of games. Understanding the order in writing.
	Assignment
Quiz
	Assignment 11
Quiz 13
	04/08/25

	Week 14
	Writing for Mobile Media Platforms

Quiz #14
Chapter 14

Write a short episode (2-3 minutes) for a scripted podcast series
that you have created. Finish Final Project
Reading: Chapter 15
	Students learn Script format for feature films and television
	Assignment
Quiz
	Assignment 12
Quiz 14
	04/15/25

	Week 15
	You Can Get Paid to Do This

Rewriting script. 

Work on Final Draft of Script.
	Students work on rewriting script.
	
	
	04/22/25

	Week 16
	Finals Week
Finish working on the Final Script with rewrites and submit it
	
	Assignment
	Final Script Project
	04/29/25






	
Page 2 of 2

image1.jpeg
COLUMBUS
STATE

COMMUNITY COLLEGE




