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COURSE NUMBER: HUM 1270	6/20/2025
COURSE TITLE: Comparative Religions

INSTRUCTOR:	CONTACT:
CREDITS: 3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 3	PREREQUISITES: Placement into ENGL 1100
[bookmark: DESCRIPTION_OF_COURSE]DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

This course introduces the study of religion through a historical overview and comparison of the major world religions of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism and Hinduism through readings in their sacred texts in translation. Attention will be focused on the concepts, categories, theories and methods used by the various religious disciplines and how each of them addresses basic issues of the human condition. Also included will be an examination of Sectarianism and contemporary sects in America and the World. HUM 1270 meets elective requirements in the Associate of Arts degree program and distributive transfer requirements in comparative studies, religion and philosophy.

[bookmark: COURSE_STUDENT_LEARNING_OUTCOMES]COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Basic Knowledge: Students will gain a basic understanding of the major world religions in terms of practice, theology, and cultural significance. Students will attain some semblance of appreciation for the diversity within particular traditions of faith as well as the similarity between very different historical and contemporary cultures in their quest to grapple with life's ultimate questions.
2. Textual Analysis: Students will evaluate, analyze, and develop an appreciation of world scriptures as well as important primary source documents and scholarly works concerning the academic discipline of Religious Studies.

3. Contextual Examination: Students will learn historical and cultural contexts of the major religions. This will include their evolutions from one another as well as their historical and contemporary relationships. Learners will be able to articulate theological arguments in their historical context.

4. Breadth: Learners will develop an early grounding in the types of religious practices (i.e. animism, ancestor worship, nature worship, polytheism, zoomorphism, monism, henotheism, ethical monotheism, etc.) Students will learn developments of major traditions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Native American, African Religions, Taoism,

Confucianism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam), their evolutions from one another as well as their historical and contemporary relationships.)
5. Communication: Through writing assignments (and in some courses, in class discussion), students will demonstrate an understanding of basic historical-critical concepts, methodologies, and approaches to the study of religion. In addition, from standpoints of both respect and suspicion, students will learn to critically analyze, articulate, and compare ethical viewpoints from cultures other than their own.
[bookmark: OUTCOMES_BASED_ASSESSMENT_OF_STUDENT_LEA]OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING

Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:
ILG 1 Critical Thinking
ILG 6 Communication Competence ILG 7 Cultural and Social Awareness
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.

[bookmark: TEXTBOOK(S),_MANUALS,_REFERENCES,_AND_OT]TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS

Brodd, Little, Nystrom, Platzner, Shek & Stiles. Invitation to World Religions. Oxford University Press (either 2nd, 3rd, or 4th editions)

Professors will provide additional primary source readings
[bookmark: GENERAL_INSTRUCTIONAL_METHODS]GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Lecture Discussion
Primary source analysis Multimedia presentations
[bookmark: STANDARDS_AND_METHODS_FOR_EVALUATION]STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
Study questions and weekly essays Weekly quizzes
In class discussions Research paper Project
Exams

[bookmark: GRADING_SCALE]GRADING SCALE
90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
59 and below = E/EN
[bookmark: SPECIAL_COURSE_REQUIREMENTS]SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
None
[bookmark: COLLEGE_SYLLABUS_STATEMENTS]COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS

Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at https://www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml or on the College website Quick Links “Standard Syllabus Statement: Student Resources, Rights, and Responsibilities”.
UNITS OF INSTRUCTION

Week 1
· Unit of Instruction: Introduction to the Study of Religion
· Student Objectives/Goals: Students will be introduced to the academic discipline of Religion. They will become familiar with various seminal theorists and investigate the patterns of early religious practice. The issue of belief will be addressed in a sociological and psychological context. Students will be asked to come up with a list of reasons for belief in a higher power, source, force or divine entity both in past cultures and our own. Mastery over a list of basic terms such as: myth, scripture, symbol, sacred, profane, transcendent, numinous, divine, anthropocentric, agnostic, atheist and existential will be achieved during the first week.

· Assigned Reading: Preface and Chapter 1 of The World’s Religions

· Suggested Readings from Scholarly Source Material in Chapter 1 of An Anthology of Living Religions: Eliade, Freud, Marx, Nietzsche, Heschel, Jung, Campbell, Tillich and others.

· Assessment Methods: study questions based on course text, lecture material and primary source readings, along with evaluation of class discussion and individual student contributions

Week 2

· Unit of Instruction: Indigenous Religions

· Student Objectives/Goals: Learners will investigate examples of primal quests for the sacred. Sub-Saharan African practices, Native American religions and Meso-American beliefs will be

examined in their early context. The modern carry-over of these traditions will also be discussed. Students should have a firm grasp of the basics of these belief systems by the end of week 2.
· Assigned Reading: Chapter 2 of The World’s Religions

-Suggested Primary Sources in Chapter 2 of An Anthology of Living Religions: African Prayers and Hymns, Native American Myths, Healing and Health Rituals, Excerpts from Black Elk Speaks and God is Red, Meso-American Myths and Ritual
· Assessment Methods: study questions based on course text, lecture material and primary source readings, along with evaluation of class discussion and individual student contributions
Week 3

· Unit of Instruction: Hinduism
· Student Objectives/Goals: The class will address some of the major themes and ideas that appear in the early Hindu Scriptures such as the Vedas, Upanishads and Brahmanas).
Differences will be articulated. Concepts of dharma in the Laws of Manu, Mahabharata, Ramayanna, Bhagavad-Gita and Puranas will be investigated. By the end of week 3 understanding of basic notions in the Hindu worldview such as: karma, dharma, samsara, caste, moksha, atman, ahimsa, brahman, maya and avidya should be absorbed. Aspects of Hindu worship and devotion such as puja and the yogas will be experienced through video
documentary. Differences between “folk Hinduism” (a literal belief in the many gods and goddesses) and those who espouse a more “monistic” or “henotheistic” approach to the “Brahman” or ultimate reality should be able to be articulated.
· Assigned Reading: Chapter 3 of The World’s Religions
· Suggested Primary Sources in Chapter 3 of An Anthology of Living Religions: Vedic Hymn to Agni, selections from the Ramayana, Bhagavad Gita, Upanishads, Laws of Manu and Yoga Sutras, Post- Classical Literature, Kabir, and a selection from Mahatma Ghandi

· Assessment Methods: study questions based on course text, lecture material and primary source readings, along with evaluation of class discussion and individual student contributions

Week 4

· Unit of Instruction: Jainism and Theravada Buddhism
· Student Objectives/Goals: Students will be able to explain some of the key concepts in Buddhism such as: dharma, dukkha, Four Noble Truths, Eightfold Path, anicca, kamma, nirvana, sunyata, bodhisattvas, and the sangha. They will also be able to write about the importance of monasticism and meditation in the Theravada Buddhist tradition. Discussions of Jainism philosophy along with its ideologies, scriptures and practices will be facilitated. Learners should

be able to compare Jainism and Theravada Buddhism to the Hindu culture from which they evolve. They will also be able to see how Jainism is both similar and dissimilar to Buddhism.
· Assigned Reading: Chapters 4 & 5 of The World’s Religions
· Suggested selected Primary Sources in Chapters 4 & 5 of An Anthology of Living Religions: Akaranga Sutra, Jain Sutras, Jain Fables of the Blind Man and Drop of Honey, Dhammapada, Vasettha Sutta, Sermons of the Buddha, Pali Canon
· Assessment Methods: study questions based on course text, lecture material and primary source readings, along with evaluation of class discussion and individual student contributions
Week 5

· Unit of Instruction: Confucianism and Taoism (Daoism)
· Student Objectives/Goals: Learners should be comfortable comparing and contrasting elements of Taoism with Confucianism. They will be familiar with some of the following key concepts such as: yin & yang, chi, de (te), wu wei, harmony, relationships, superior and inferior man, filial piety, jen (ren), shu, li, hsueh. Students will have explored some of the Chinese scriptures such as: the Analects, Tao te Ching, Mencius, I Ching, Confucius’ Ethics and Politics, the Taoist works of Chuang Tzu.

· Assigned Reading: Chapters 6 & 7 of The World’s Religions

· Suggested Primary Sources in Chapters 6 & 7 of An Anthology of Living Religions: selections from the Analects, Mencius, I Ching, Ban Zhao, Zhou Dunyi, Tao te Ching, Book of Liezi, Chuang Tzu, Wang Zhe, Story of He Xiangu.
· Assessment Methods: study questions based on course text, lecture material and primary source readings, along with evaluation of class discussion and individual student contributions
Week 6
· Unit of Instruction: Mahayana and Vajrayana (Tibetan) Buddhism
· Student Objectives/Goals: By the end of the week learners will be able to identify some of the differences and similarities between Theravada, Vajrayans and Mahayana Buddhism. They will be familiar with the various notions of karma, dharma, skandhas, nirvana, anatman, emptiness, as well as architectural features such as pagodas, wats and stupas, elements of ritual activity like vispassana, use of mandalas and relics, Visaka Puja, the importance of the roles of the laity, shamans and investigation into funerary rites in the Book of the Dead. Inquiry into the Tibetan Lamas and the disappearance of religious activity in Tibet will be undertaken. Maitreya Buddhism and the Soka Gakki will also be covered.

· Assigned Reading: Chapter 8 of The World’s Religions
-Suggested Primary Sources in Chapter 5 of An Anthology of Living Religions:
Dhamma Pada, The Heart Sutra, Narajuna, writings of the Dali Lama, Thich Nhat Hanh, Buddhism Comes Home, A Buddhist in America.

· Assessment Methods: study questions based on course text, lecture material and primary source readings, along with evaluation of class discussion and individual student contributions

Week 7

· Unit of Instruction: Shinto and Zen
· Student Objectives/Goals: Students should know some of the basic differences and similarities between ancient Chinese polytheism and Shinto. They will also be clear as to how Shinto is unlike many other world religions. Issues of ancestor worship, kami, divination, shrines, ritual, miko, the Kojiki, I Ching, zoomorphism, roles of kings & emperors, shamans & priests will all be discussed. The cultural aspects of ancient and modern Shinto will be explored. Elements of Zen Buddhism will be compared to Taoism. Learners will be exposed to the koans, the meditative methods of za-zen, Soto and Rinzai forms of Zen Buddhism, Zen practice in North America, Nichiren, Pure Land Buddhism and Buddhism in modern Japan.
· Assigned Reading: Chapters 8 & 9 of The World’s Religions
-Suggested Primary Sources in Chapter 5 of An Anthology of Living Religions as well as supplemental readings: Dogen Zengi, Teachings of the Bodidharma, Bankei, D.T. Suzuki, Ox Herding Sequence, Kojiki, Lotus Sutra.
· Assessment Methods: a comprehensive exam covering the first 7 weeks of the semester (either in-class or take-home)
Week 8
· Unit of Instruction: Judaism and Zoroastrianism
· Student Objectives/Goals: By the end of the unit students will be able to identify some of the most important historical factors concerning the ancient origins of Judaism. Part of this will be identifying the differences between historical evidence and tradition. The advent of Zoroastrian and its influences upon Judaism and Christianity will be examined. Learners will
have some familiarity with the notion of “Oral Torah” and later development of the Mishnah, Midrash, Hagaddah, Halakah and Talmud. Understanding the role of the Temple and evolving roles of the synagogues will be an important part of our unit goal. An awareness of Judaism’s composition of so many movements or parties (Scribes, Sadducees, Pharisees, Zealots, Herodians, Essenes) in the centuries surrounding the beginning of the Common Era (CE or AD) as well as divisions in modern Jewish movements (Reform, Orthodox, Conservative, Hasidic, Reconstructionist) will be emphasized. The transformation of Medieval Judaism and how have

those changes effected the evolving shape of the religion in the modern period will be examined. Lastly, the significance of ceremony, tradition and scripture in modern Jewish practice will be demonstrated.
· Assigned Reading: Chapter 10 of The World’s Religions

-Suggested Primary Sources in Chapter 8 of An Anthology of Living Religions:
Torah, Prophets, Wisdom Literature, Talmud, Midrash, Kabbalah, Various Prayers and Ceremonies, Readings on Women in Judaism, Avestas in Zoroastrianism, Martin Buber, Frankl, Heschel, Maimonides

· Assessment Methods: study questions based on course text, lecture material and primary source readings, along with evaluation of class discussion and individual student contributions

Week 9
· Unit of Instruction: Origins of Christianity

· Student Objectives/Goals: Students will wrestle with the issue of the historical Jesus including the limitations that are placed upon our knowledge. Historical and critical scholarship methods will be introduced. We will deal with the issue of why scripture scholars have often suggested that St. Paul does more to influence the direction and theology of Christianity than Christ
himself. We will address the questions of who Paul’s ministry is aimed at, how and why he wrote the Epistles, and what were the early communities that Paul addressed in his letters like. Does Paul’s Roman citizenship aid in his spread of the faith? Students will be able to identify from the Gospel segments (Mark, Matthew, Luke or John) approximately when they were written, who wrote them, and to whom (what group of Christians) were they addressed. How are the various Gospels alike and different? Why do these Gospels survive in their use today while other early Christian scripture (Apocrypha) does not? Learners will also have a grasp of the shape, direction and diversity of Christianity in the first three centuries. Some study of the non-canonical scriptures will also be undertaken.

· Assigned Reading: Chapter 11 of The World’s Religions
-Suggested Primary Sources in Chapter 9 of An Anthology of Living Religions: Excerpts from Gospels of Matthew, Luke, John, the Letters of Paul, Apocrypha, Athanasius, Origen, Council of Nicea, Gregory of Sinai.

· Assessment Methods: study questions based on course text, lecture material and primary source readings, along with evaluation of class discussion and individual student contributions

Week 10

· Unit of Instruction: Medieval, Byzantine and Reformation Christianity

· Student Objectives/Goals: Students will discover the places of learning, the scholars of Christianity and the new monastic orders. Evolving differences between Latin and Byzantine Christianity will be addressed. Each learner will be asked to research two Christian medieval monastic groups (i.e. Benedictines, Cistercians, Carthusians, Augustinians, Premontrastentians, Franciscan friars or Dominican friars, etc.) and write an essay comparing and contrasting their origins, development, and practices. Lay religious and heretical groups like the Beghards, Beguines, Waldensians, Cathari, Dolcinites, Hussites, Lollards and Humiliati will be investigated. Students will also have researched and developed a presentation on two early reform Christian groups (i.e. Lutheran, Anglican, Calvinist, Anabaptist, Puritan, Methodist, etc.) from 1500 to 1800 and compare or contrast various aspects of their worship life, belief, philosophy, and disagreement with the medieval Christian tradition.

· Assigned Reading: Chapter 11 of The World’s Religions
-Suggested Primary Sources in Chapter 9 of An Anthology of Living Religions: Selections from Augustine’s Confessions, Anselm of Canterbury, Hildegard of Bingen, Martin Luther, Book of Common Prayer, Calvin’s Institutes, Act of Supremacy, Schlectheim Confession of Faith.

· Assessment Methods: study questions based on course text, lecture material and primary source readings, along with evaluation of class discussion and individual student contributions in the form of in-class presentation or written projects
Week 11
· Unit of Instruction: Islam

· Student Objectives/Goals: By the end of the segment students will have a firm grasp on the prime directives in Islam along with an understanding of the major branches. Learners will spend some time looking at both the Sufi and medieval scholarly/intellectual movements.
Issues effecting contemporary Islam will also be discussed. American and Asian Islam will be explored. We will look at Islamic law as well the role of public worship in both historical and contemporary Islam. The development of the Quran, Hadith and Tafsir will be investigated. Students will develop an understanding of the connections between Muslim scriptures/traditions and those of Christianity and Judaism. Views of the afterlife will be unfolded.
· Assigned Reading: Chapter 12 of The World’s Religions

· Suggested Primary Sources in Chapter 10 of An Anthology of Living Religions: Segments from the Quran, Hadith and Tafsir. Articles on Sharia, Rights of Women and Salat. Selections from Avicenna, Rabi’a, Rumi, Averroes and al-Ghazali.
· Assessment Methods: study questions based on course text, lecture material and primary source readings, along with evaluation of class discussion and individual student contributions

Week 12
· Unit of Instruction: Syncretism (Sikhism, Cao Dai, Druze, and Baha’i)
· Student Objectives/Goals: Students will look at a number of contemporary examples of religious syncretism. The question of how and under what conditions are elements of seemingly incompatible religions blended to form theological structures and faith communities will be addressed. The history of these movements and their place in modern societies will be traced.

· Assigned Reading: Chapter 13 of The World’s Religions

· Suggested Primary Sources in Chapters 11 & 12 of An Anthology of Living Religions: Selections from Guru Nanak, Gobind Singh, Arjun Dev, Granth, Nam Dev, writings of the Bab and Bahaullah, Kitab-i-Aqdas, Kitab-i-Iqan, Druze Epistles of Wisdom.

· Assessment Methods: study questions based on course text, lecture material and primary source readings, along with evaluation of class discussion and individual student contributions

Week 13
· Unit of Instruction: New Religious Movements
· Student Objectives/Goals: A number of new religious movements will be explored. Students will have the opportunity to investigate and complete a project on Seventh-Day Adventists, Branch Davidians, Aum Shinrikyo, Christian Science, Latter Day Saints, Raelians, Unification Church, Wicca, Nation of Islam, or the Ras Tafari movement. Also presented will be segments on Satanism, Unitarian Universalism, Secular Humanism and Jehovah’s Witnesses.

· Assigned Reading: Chapter 14 of The World’s Religions

· Suggested Primary Sources will come from selections found in: A Reader in New Religious Movements, Americas Alternative Religions, Cults and New Religious Movements: A Reader.

· Assessment Methods: study questions based on course text, lecture material and primary source readings, along with evaluation of class discussion and individual student contributions in the form of in-class presentation or written projects.
Week 14
· Unit of Instruction: Contemporary Ecological, Economic, Peace and Justice Issues in Religion
· Student Objectives/Goals: Students will be able to investigate issues, formulate and express opinions, as well as share the latest research on many of these controversial moral issues that divide the fabric of modern society. Of particular interest will be the impact of such issues on contemporary religious groups, theologies and personal religious ideals. The recent historic and

contemporary movements, sub-groups and factions that have developed within religious communities will be investigated. Black Theology, Social Gospel, Pacifism, Liberation Theology, Love Ethic, Eco- Theology, and Deep Ecology, Militant Christianity, Aryan Brotherhood, and Radical Islamic movements such as Al Qaeda will be unfolded so learners will have some understanding of these ideologies.

· Assigned Reading: Chapters 15 and 16 of The World’s Religions

· Assessment Methods: study questions based on course text, lecture material and primary source readings, along with evaluation of class discussion and individual student contributions

Week 15

· Unit of Instruction: Capital Punishment, Abortion, Euthanasia, Sexual Orientation in Contemporary Religion

· Student Objectives/Goals: Students will be able to investigate issues, formulate and express opinions, as well as share the latest research on many of these controversial moral issues that divide the fabric of modern society. Of particular interest will be the impact of such issues on contemporary religious groups, theologies and personal religious ideals. The recent historic and contemporary movements, sub-groups and factions that have developed within religious communities will be investigated. The role of religion in moral civil law, rights of the unborn, same-sex unions, rights of animals, convicted criminals, end of life issues along with their religious justification and support will be investigated. The question of why so many religions and denominations differ on these issues will also be addressed.

· Assigned Reading: Chapters 15 and 16 of The World’s Religions

· Assessment Methods: Study questions based on course text, lecture material and primary source readings, along with evaluation of class discussion and individual student contributions. A term paper due at the end of the semester will factor into the course-long student evaluation.
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