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COURSE NUMBER: HIST 2716	6/20/2025
COURSE TITLE: History of Western Medicine, Disease and Public Health II INSTRUCTOR:	CONTACT:
CREDITS: 3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 3	PREREQUISITES: Placement into ENGL 1100
[bookmark: DESCRIPTION_OF_COURSE]DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
This course focuses on the post-Enlightenment period of Western medicine, primarily in North America and Europe, from 1700 to the present. The course places major emphasis on how disease classifications and medical and sanitation practices are framed within their social and cultural contexts, and have been associated historically with race, social class, morality, and gender. Other major themes include diverse perspectives and conflicts in the progress and triumph of modern medical science, and the identification of historical patterns in modern medical identities. The course includes new material, traditional and digitized learning objects, and emphasizes cultural and social awareness, reasoned analysis of primary sources, and the development of critical thinking and communication skills.

[bookmark: COURSE_STUDENT_LEARNING_OUTCOMES]COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
The course seeks to develop historical awareness of major events, ideas, and controversies that have shaped the evolution of Western medical and public health practices in the modern era,
as well as ideas about disease and disability, and to enhance critical thinking and writing skills to engage in the analysis of historical and contemporary issues. Specific learning outcomes include:
1. Basic Knowledge: Demonstrate broad knowledge of events and periods in medical history for the Western world (particularly Europe and North America) since 1700 and explain their significance for scientific and cultural developments; identify and explain historical methodology and identify how historians have used various sources and methodological traditions, including those drawn from other disciplines where relevant, to build their interpretations.

2. Textual Analysis: Read and distinguish between primary and secondary sources in the history of modern medicine and health; analyze, interpret, and/or evaluate primary works that are products of the human imagination and critical thought.
3. Contextual Examination: Describe how historical actors and constructs of health, disease, and bodies are differently affected by factors like ethnicity, religion, race, class,

gender, sexual orientation, and language; identify cultural interactions and intersections in those constructs across diverse regions of the modern West (including imperial colonies in Africa, Asia, and Latin America).
4. Breadth: Explain relationships among cultural and/or historical contexts in understandings of health and medical and public health practices; understand how political, economic, and social structures affect historical change.
5. Communication: Convey concepts and evidence related to the history of Western medicine in the modern era clearly and effectively in written assignments and class discussion.
[bookmark: OUTCOMES_BASED_ASSESSMENT_OF_STUDENT_LEA]OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING

Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:

ILG 1 Critical Thinking
ILG 6 Communication Competence ILG 7 Cultural and Social Awareness
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.
TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS

Dea Boster and Benjamin Pugno, A History of Western Medicine, Disease, and Public Health, vol. 2 (since 1700), https://csbooks.org/hist2716

Selected primary source readings posted on Blackboard and in primary documents reader (see Course Schedule)
[bookmark: GENERAL_INSTRUCTIONAL_METHODS]GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS

Lecture Discussion
Primary source analysis
Various active and collaborative learning activities
[bookmark: STANDARDS_AND_METHODS_FOR_EVALUATION]STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION

Comparative Primary Source Analysis papers (2) Weekly Written Responses

Midterm examination Final examination
Participation in discussion/activities
[bookmark: GRADING_SCALE]GRADING SCALE

90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
59 and below = E/EN
[bookmark: SPECIAL_COURSE_REQUIREMENTS]SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
None
[bookmark: COLLEGE_SYLLABUS_STATEMENTS]COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at https://www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml or on the College website Quick Links “Standard Syllabus Statement: Student Resources, Rights, and Responsibilities”.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION

Week 1
· Unit of Instruction: The “Framing” of Medicine and Disease in the Modern Era; Medicine and Public Health Beyond the Enlightenment (1700-1800)

· Learning Objectives/Goals:
1) Identify strategies to develop college-level critical thinking and writing skills
2) Consider historians’ methodologies and strategies for interpreting different types of evidence
3) Develop an awareness of the ways in which theories and practices concerning bodies, disease, health, and healing practices are historically and culturally framed, or constructed
4) Understand the course syllabus, schedule, and requirements
5) Understand the growing influence of empiricism in Western medical practice and investigation, and the medicalization of traditionally domestic medicine (e.g. childbirth)
6) Define “heroic” treatment, and understand how practitioners evaluated risk
· Assignment: Boster & Pugno, chapter 1; two or more primary sources from HIST 2716 document collection, available in Blackboard
· Assessment Methods: In-class discussion activities and weekly response

Week 2
· Unit of Instruction: Emerging Health Issues in the Atlantic World
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
1) Identify major health issues of trade, war, and population changes in Europe and the colonial Atlantic world
2) Describe evolving ideas about identifying and treating physical and mental disabilities, and where those ideas intersected with race, social class, and gender
· Assignment: Boster & Pugno, chapter 2; two or more primary sources from HIST 2716 document collection, available in Blackboard
· Assessment Methods: In-class discussion activities and weekly response
Week 3
· Unit of Instruction: Bodies and Health in the Victorian Era
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
1) Identify new and continuing threats to health that resulted from political revolutions in the United States and Europe, industrialization and urbanization
2) Appreciate the medical consequences of global movement (immigration and imperialism), as well as new ideas about the influence of race on physical and mental health
3) Analyze different philosophies and strategic approaches to urban sanitation movements
4) Describe gender differences in Victorian concepts of systemic disease and mental illness

· Assignment: Boster & Pugno, chapter 3; two or more primary sources from HIST 2716 document collection, available in Blackboard

· Assessment Methods: Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses, primary source review paper, exam, and/or project

Week 4
· Unit of Instruction: Medicine and Modern Warfare
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
1) Investigate the legacy of modern conflicts in the U.S. and Europe (primarily the Civil and Crimean Wars) in the development of nursing, surgery/anesthesiology, emergency medical technology (triage, evacuation/ambulances, etc.), sanitation, dietetics, prosthetics, and hospital construction
2) Consider if and how wartime medical challenges reinforced Victorian understandings of gendered bodies
3) Examine the development of environmental-moral therapy and the growing influence of women in the sanitary movement

· Assignment: Boster & Pugno, chapter 4; two or more primary sources from HIST 2716 document collection, available in Blackboard
· Assessment Methods: In-class discussion activities and weekly response
Week 5
· Unit of Instruction: The 19th-Century Medical Marketplace
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
1) Compare and contrast “regular” and various “sectarian” medical theories, professions and practices, and identify significant attempts to dominate medical marketplaces in the U.S. and Europe
2) Describe the evolution of modern hospital and asylum systems, and roles of women as institutional reformers
3) Analyze developments in “regular” medical education in the U.S. and Europe, particularly
anatomical instruction and clinical exposure
· Assignment: Boster & Pugno, chapter 5; two or more primary sources from HIST 2716 document collection, available in Blackboard
· Assessment Methods: In-class discussion activities and weekly response
Week 6
· Unit of Instruction: Making Medicine Modern

· Learning Objectives/Goals:
1) Identify major developments in theories of disease causation (germ theories), and controversies over those explanations
2) Explain the growing dominance of scientific methods (particularly the laboratory) in Western medical education, research, and clinical treatment
3) Describe public reactions to scientific medical practices and germ theories, and the translation of scientific concepts into popular media and home practices

· Assignment: Boster & Pugno, chapters 6; two or more primary sources from HIST 2716 document collection, available in Blackboard

· Assessment Methods: Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses, primary source review paper, exam, and/or project
Week 7
· Unit of Instruction: The Laboratory and its Limits
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
1) Encounter early examples of laboratory science in medical research and education

2) Describe the impact of medical reform in education and credentials, with particular emphasis
on Abraham Flexner’s study of North American medical schools
3) Analyze public presentations and critiques of medical expertise among different populations in the U.S., Europe, and imperial territories
4) Consider controversies over vivisection and women’s access to medical education

· Assignment: Boster & Pugno, chapter 7; two or more primary sources from HIST 2716 document collection, available in Blackboard

· Assessment Methods: In-class discussion activities and weekly response

Week 8
· Unit of Instruction: Medical Imperialism
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
1) Analyze how tropical medicine developed as a scientific field in the context of European and American imperial pursuits
2) Discuss major medical challenges of imperialism in places like India and the Panama Canal Zone, and how Western administrations address those challenges
3) Consider how colonial encounters in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries challenged and/or reinforced racial assumptions about bodies and disease
· Assignment: Boster & Pugno, chapter 8; two or more primary sources from HIST 2716 document collection, available in Blackboard
· Assessment Methods: Timed, closed-book/closed-note, essay-based exam (includes maps, identification terms and longer essay prompts)

Week 9
· Unit of Instruction: Health in the Progressive Era
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
1) Define Progressivism and its influence in a variety of political and social changes in the late 19th and early 20th centuries
2) Describe major trends in public health, sanitation, wellness, and popular understandings of disease and treatment that were rooted in the Progressive movement, and analyze what was “new” and what was “old” about those trends
3) Identify and evaluate the limits of Progressive principles, particularly in the context of addressing disease outbreaks (particularly “Spanish” influenza)
· Assignment: Boster & Pugno, chapter 9; two or more primary sources from HIST 2716 document collection, available in Blackboard

· Assessment Methods: Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses, primary source review paper, exam, and/or project

Week 10
· Unit of Instruction: Health and Disability During and After World War I
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
1) Appreciate the role of global conflict in the spread of, and responses to, different categories of disease and injury and continued medicalization of physical and psychological conditions
2) Analyze how scientific principles and authority were translated from academic and professional sites of knowledge to public and domestic discourse, policy and practice, and the “medicalization” of conditions like alcoholism and homosexuality
3) Discuss principles of the eugenics movement and its growing influence in the interwar period
· Assignment: Boster & Pugno, chapter 10; two or more primary sources from HIST 2716 document collection, available in Blackboard
· Assessment Methods: In-class discussion activities and weekly response
Week 11
· Unit of Instruction: A “Golden Age” of Biomedicine?
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
1) Identify and analyze economic trends in medicine and allied health, including research grants, funding for specific programs and facilities, investment in new technologies, expanding hospital and “medical center” systems, and the subsequent rising cost of health care
2) Describe major medical discoveries, including “magic bullet” cures, antibiotics, and new vaccines (e.g. Salk’s polio vaccine), and analyze how those discoveries were developed, publicized, and implemented
3) Identify important trends in population health, morbidity and mortality in the mid-20th c., and analyze the racial, gender, class, and geographic differences in those trends
4) Compare solutions to address rising costs and availability of health care in different regions of the Western world, and evaluate how political and cultural forces shaped debates about the implementation and priorities of national health care systems
· Assignment: Boster & Pugno, chapter 11; two or more primary sources from HIST 2716 document collection, available in Blackboard

· Assessment Methods: In-class discussion activities and weekly response; formal essay assignment (comparative primary source analysis paper)
Week 12
· Unit of Instruction: Medical Ethics and Challenges to Biomedicine in the Mid-20th Century

· Learning Objectives/Goals:
1) Understand the history of human experimentation, and identify some major bioethics controversies of the mid-20th c.

2) Analyze and compare important case studies of ethical dilemmas in medical research and treatment, including Nazi hypothermia studies and the Tuskegee syphilis study
3) Consider how such controversial studies were conducted and reported, how and when the public responded, and how standards of informed consent and institutional review were established and enforced
· Assignment: Boster & Pugno, chapter 12; two or more primary sources from HIST 2716 document collection, available in Blackboard

· Assessment Methods: Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses, primary source review paper, exam, and/or project
Week 13
· Unit of Instruction: Revolutionizing Health and Disease

· Learning Objectives/Goals:
1) Identify the origins of backlash against professional medical hegemony in North America and Europe in the context of broader civil rights movements
2) Describe and analyze grassroots health and advocacy movements of the 1960s and 1970s, particularly those addressing the rights and needs of traditionally marginalized groups (including women, African Americans, and LGBTQ+ communities)
3) Identify and evaluate the characteristics of the “alternative” health industry, including its
historical roots and its influence in professional and popular discourse
· Assignment: Boster and Pugno, chapter 13; two or more primary sources from HIST 2716 document collection, available in Blackboard
· Assessment Methods: In-class discussion activities and weekly response
Week 14
· Unit of Instruction: “Health for All” in the Late 20th Century
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
1) Define the epidemiological transition and its impact on global populations
2) Analyze the role of popular media in the dissemination of medical knowledge, and the effects of public advocacy and organization in addressing major health concerns (HIV/AIDS, cancer, obesity, tobacco- and alcohol-related illness, autism)
3) Evaluate long-term effects of challenges to medical authority in a variety of sites (medical education, sites of treatment, public policy), and consider examples of ongoing “medicalization” and “de-medicalization” of certain health issues (including sexually-transmitted diseases, drug abuse, homosexuality, prenatal and neonatal care)

· Assignment: Boster and Pugno, chapter 14; two or more primary sources from HIST 2716 document collection, available in Blackboard

· Assessment Methods: In-class discussion activities and weekly response
Week 15
· Unit of Instruction: Shifting Landscapes of Modern Medicine and Patients’ Rights
· Learning Objectives/Goals:
1) Describe major changes in medical and allied health professions, including educational priorities, demographic shifts, and popular images
2) Consider political responses to the economic problems of health care (cost, patient access, prioritization of research funding), and compare the contemporary health care landscapes in the United States, Canada, and European nations
3) Identify ongoing debates over patient rights, and conflicts with professional and/or public policy, including religious objections to health care interventions, “right to die” advocacy and practice, anti-vaccination campaigns

· Assignment: Boster and Pugno, chapter 15; two or more primary sources from HIST 2716 document collection, available in Blackboard

· Assessment Methods: Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses, primary source review paper, exam, and/or project
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