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COURSE NUMBER: HIST 2223	6/25/2025
COURSE TITLE: African American History to 1877 INSTRUCTOR:	CONTACT:
CREDITS: 3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 3	PREREQUISITES: Placement into ENGL 1100
[bookmark: DESCRIPTION_OF_COURSE]DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
The course will examine the African American experience from the Middle Passage through the end of Reconstruction. It is arranged chronologically and thematically, and thus explores the concept of race; the institution of legal, race-based slavery; the impact of the American Revolution on slavery; the development of a distinctly African American culture; northern, urban slavery; the plantation South; the antebellum years; the Civil War and Reconstruction.

[bookmark: COURSE_STUDENT_LEARNING_OUTCOMES]COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Basic Knowledge: Demonstrate broad knowledge of major concepts, events, and issues that constitute African American history and identity through Reconstruction. Identify and explain how historians apply different methodology in evaluating race and American History.

Identify how historians have used various sources and methodological traditions, including those drawn from other disciplines where relevant, to build their interpretations.
2. Textual Analysis: Read and distinguish between primary and secondary sources; analyze, interpret, and/or evaluate primary works and secondary sources reflective of the African American experience.

3. Contextual Examination: Students describe and analyze historical events and issues from the African American perspective; discuss with some clarity and detail the contemporary relevance of this period to the black community today.
4. Breadth: Explain the role of race and slavery in the development of the country; understand how race and slavery shaped political, economic, and social structures.
5. Communication: Convey concepts and evidence related to African American identity and history clearly and effectively in written assignments and class discussion.

[bookmark: OUTCOMES_BASED_ASSESSMENT_OF_STUDENT_LEA]OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:

ILG 1 Critical Thinking
ILG 6 Communication Competence ILG 7 Cultural and Social Awareness
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.
[bookmark: TEXTBOOK(S),_MANUALS,_REFERENCES,_AND_OT]TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS
White, Deborah Gray, Mia Bay, and Waldo E. Martin, Freedom on My Mind: A History of African Americans, with Documents, vol. 1., 2nd edition, New York: MacMillan Learning, 2021.
Accompanying primary documents, Edited Primary Source Collection, CSCC Humanities Department
[bookmark: GENERAL_INSTRUCTIONAL_METHODS]GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Assessment is based primarily on long-form writing, which may be assigned as quizzes, exams, written projects, journal entries/reading responses, primary source analysis, and/or book reviews. Additional assessment may include class participation and/or discussion.

[bookmark: STANDARDS_AND_METHODS_FOR_EVALUATION]STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
Quizzes Examinations Papers
Other writing assignments Presentations
Class participation

[bookmark: GRADING_SCALE]GRADING SCALE
90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
59 and below = E/EN

[bookmark: SPECIAL_COURSE_REQUIREMENTS]SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
None
[bookmark: COLLEGE_SYLLABUS_STATEMENTS]COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at https://www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml or on the College website Quick Links “Standard Syllabus Statement: Student Resources, Rights, and Responsibilities”.

[bookmark: UNITS_OF_INSTRUCTION]UNITS OF INSTRUCTION
[bookmark: Unit_1:_African_Origins,_Beginnings_to_1]Unit 1: African Origins, Beginnings to 1619

Learning Goals:
1. Understand and explain the diversity of African cultures, empires, and nations and their relationship with European empires and traders before the Atlantic Slave Trade
2. Explain how the Trans-Saharan slave trade shaped West Africa; identify the difference between slavery in African societies and chattel slavery in European colonies
3. Explain the origins of the Atlantic Slave Trade and the relationship between trade, empire, colonialism, and racial hierarchy

Assigned Readings:
Freedom On My Mind, Chapter 1
3 or more primary sources from the FOMM Chapter 1 Documentary Project

Assessment Methods may include:
Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses
[bookmark: Unit_2:_From_Africa_to_America,_1620-177]Unit 2: From Africa to America, 1620-1775

Learning Goals:
1. Identify and explain the historiographical arguments around the origins of American slavery and freedom, including the recent 1619 Project
2. Describe the inhumanity of the Slave Trade, especially the Middle Passage
3. Discuss the relationship between African and Indigenous enslavement
4. Understand the transition from white indentured servitude to African enslavement in the British American colonies

Assigned Readings: Freedom On My Mind, Chapter 2
3 or more primary sources from the FOMM Chapter 2 Documentary Project

Assessment Methods may include:
Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses
[bookmark: Unit_3:_Slavery_in_the_British_Colonies,]Unit 3: Slavery in the British Colonies, 1661-1783

Learning Goals:
1. Compare and contrast the different slave systems in North America, including slavery in New Spain, New France, New England, and New Netherlands
2. Understand and explain the emergence of racial identity in the British colonies; explain the centrality of colonial law in defining racial identity
3. Discuss the expansion of chattel slavery in the southern British colonies; explain the difference between slavery in the southern, middle, and northern British colonies

Assigned Readings: Freedom On My Mind, Chapter 3
3 or more primary sources from the FOMM Chapter 3 Documentary Project

Assessment Methods may include:
Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses
[bookmark: Unit_4:_African_Americans_in_the_Age_of_]Unit 4: African Americans in the Age of Revolutions, 1754-1801

Learning Goals:
1. Understand how Enlightenment ideology and the religious principles of the First Great Awakening influenced rebellion and resistance to slavery throughout the Atlantic World
2. Explain how African Americans on both the patriot and loyalist sides used the Revolution to pursue and secure freedom
3. Identify connections between the Sommerset v. Stewart, Lord Dunmore’s Proclamation, and
the Haitian Revolution
4. Discuss the significance of “freedom suits” during and after the Revolution

Assigned Readings: Freedom On My Mind, Chapter 4
3 or more primary sources from the FOMM Chapter 4 Documentary Project

Assessment Methods may include:
Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses, primary source review paper
[bookmark: Unit_5:_Slavery,_Freedom,_and_the_Consti]Unit 5: Slavery, Freedom, and the Constitution, 1776-1787

Learning Goals:
1. Identify and discuss the main arguments in support of slavery and the slave trade during the Constitutional Convention; understand how slavery shaped the Constitution and American freedom

2. Describe the various freedoms allowed, and the restrictions placed on, different groups of African Americans including enslaved people in the North and South, and free Black people in the North and South
3. Discuss the ways free African Americans fought for inclusive freedom at the end of the Revolution

Assigned Readings: Freedom On My Mind, Chapter 5
3 or more primary sources from the FOMM Chapter 5 Documentary Project

Assessment Methods may include:
Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses, primary source review paper
[bookmark: Unit_6:_Slavery_in_the_Early_Republic,_1]Unit 6: Slavery in the Early Republic, 1787-1820

Learning Goals:
1. Discuss African Americans efforts at community building, including schools, churches, and mutual aid societies
2. Understand the complexity of gradual emancipation
3. Explain the arguments for and against colonization

Assigned Readings: Freedom On My Mind, Chapter 5
3 or more primary sources from the FOMM Chapter 5 Documentary Project

Assessment Methods may include:
Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses, primary source review paper
[bookmark: Unit_7:_Slavery,_Cotton,_and_American_In]Unit 7: Slavery, Cotton, and American Industrialization, 1820-1840

Learning Goals:
1. Understand the importance of the expansion of slavery during and after the War of 1812
2. Describe the consequences of Gabriel’s Rebellion, especially for enslaved people in the
South
3. Discuss the relationship between the growth of cotton, the Domestic Slave Trade, and northern industry after the War of 1812

Assigned Readings: Freedom On My Mind, Chapter 6
3 or more primary sources from the FOMM Chapter 6 Documentary Project

Assessment Methods may include:
Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses

[bookmark: Unit_8:_Slavery,_Freedom,_and_Westward_E]Unit 8: Slavery, Freedom, and Westward Expansion, 1820-1856

Learning Goals:
1. Discuss the deepening political, economic, and social slavery-related divisions between the North and South following the Missouri Compromise of 1820
2. Explain the relationship between Black communities (free and enslaved) and Native American communities, particularly on the frontier
3. Discuss how slavery led to the annexation of Texas and Mexican-American War

Assigned Readings: Freedom On My Mind, Chapter 6
3 or more primary sources from the FOMM Chapter 7 Documentary Project

Assessment Methods may include:
Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses
[bookmark: Unit_9:_Black_Resistance_in_the_Slave_So]Unit 9: Black Resistance in the Slave South, 1822-1850

Learning Goals:
1. Discuss the various types of slave resistance; explain how individual circumstances – age, gender, location, and skill level – made it more or less difficult to defy slaveowners and/or escape slavery
2. Explain the significance of David Walker’s Appeal and Nat Turner’s Rebellion; explain the
response of white northerners and southerners to Walker and Turner
3. Discuss the historiographic arguments regarding terms like “everyday resistance” and “agency” of enslaved people

Assigned Readings: Freedom On My Mind, Chapters 6 and 7
3 or more primary sources from the FOMM Chapter 8 Documentary Project

Assessment Methods may include:
Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses, midterm exam or project
[bookmark: Unit_10:_Survival,_Community,_and_Cultur]Unit 10: Survival, Community, and Culture, 1820-1850

Learning Goals:
1. Identify and explain the principles of “Liberation Theology” and the emergence of the “Black Church” and “Invisible Church”
2. Discuss the reasons why “Slave Culture” developed differently in the Upper South,
Lower South, Deep South, and southern frontier
3. Distinguish between the experiences of enslaved men and women; discuss the consequences of sexual violence perpetrated against enslaved women by white men

Assigned Readings: Freedom On My Mind, Chapters 6 and 7
3 or more primary sources from the FOMM Chapters 6 and 7 Documentary Project

Assessment Methods may include:
Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses, primary source review paper
[bookmark: Unit_11:_The_Northern_Black_Freedom_Stru]Unit 11: The Northern Black Freedom Struggle, 1830-1860

Learning Goals:
1. Explain the relationship between the expansion of slavery and white male suffrage
2. Describe the major components of Free Black communities in the North; explain how
differing ideas about “racial uplift” shaped Black Abolitionism in the North
3. Discuss Black political activism before the Civil War, including the Colored Convention Movement, Abolitionism, and the Black Press

Assigned Readings: Freedom On My Mind, Chapter 7
3 or more primary sources from the FOMM Chapter 7 Documentary Project

Assessment Methods may include:
Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses, primary source review paper
[bookmark: Unit_12:_The_Impending_Crisis,_1848-1861]Unit 12: The Impending Crisis, 1848-1861

Learning Goals:
1. Describe the various legal and political battles surrounding slavery during the years 1850-1860, especially the 1857 Dred Scott v. Sandford decision
2. Discuss how the Compromise of 1850 Bleeding Kansas exacerbated the fight over expansion of slavery into the West
3. Discuss how the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act galvanized both Black and white northerners in the fight against slavery; discuss how northern resistance to the Fugitive Slave Act radicalized white southerners and sparked secession plans

Assigned Readings: Freedom On My Mind, Chapters 7 and 8
3 or more primary sources from the FOMM Chapters 7 and 8 Documentary Project

Assessment Methods may include:
Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses
[bookmark: Unit_13:_War_and_Emancipation,_1861-1865]Unit 13: War and Emancipation, 1861-1865

Learning Goals:
1. Describe the attitudes and approaches of President Abraham Lincoln, Congress and the United States military toward slavery and salve refugees in the early years of the war

2. Discuss how and why Lincoln and the Republicans center emancipation in the war efforts after 1862
3. Explain how the Emancipation Proclamation impacted both free and enslaved African Americans

Assigned Readings: Freedom On My Mind, Chapter 8
3 or more primary sources from the FOMM Chapter 8 Documentary Project

Assessment Methods may include:
Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses
[bookmark: Unit_14:_The_Promise_of_Reconstruction,_]Unit 14: The Promise of Reconstruction, 1862-1871

Learning Goals:
1. Explain how enslaved African Americans self-emancipated during the war, both before and after the Emancipation Proclamation
2. Explain the relationship between the Reconstruction Acts, Civil Rights Act of 1866, and Black Codes
3. Discuss Black political participation in the southern states during Reconstruction

Assigned Readings: Freedom On My Mind, Chapter 9
3 or more primary sources from the FOMM Chapter 9 Documentary Project

Assessment Methods may include:
Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses, primary source review paper
[bookmark: Unit_15:_Reconstruction_Defeated,_1871-1]Unit 15: Reconstruction Defeated, 1871-1877

Learning Goals:
1. Discuss the emergence of sharecropping in the South
2. Explain why Black southerners left the South for the North and West after the war; explain why Black southerners remained in the South following the war
3. Identify how white southerners responded to Reconstruction policies and the factors that allowed southern democrats to regain control of the southern states, as well as how Reconstruction ended

Assigned Readings: Freedom On My Mind, Chapter 9
3 or more primary sources from the FOMM Chapter 9 Documentary Project

Assessment Methods may include:
Quiz, class discussion, journal entries/reading responses, final exam or project
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