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COURSE:			GIS 2950 – GIS Seminar and Practicum
CREDITS:  			3
CLASS HOURS PER WEEK:  	18 hours of practicum work per week (or a total of 288 hours per semester)	
PREREQUISITES: 		N/A

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE	

This course is intended to provide the student with an opportunity to apply the science, knowledge and skills of Geographic Information Systems in a business environment or career area of GIS and it is the application of business knowledge to specific areas of on-the-job work experience. This course augments formal education received in the technology with actual work conditions and job experience. "N" credit will not be allowed for this course.

This course can only be taken if you are performing GIS work on the job which includes but not limited to employment where GIS is used, an internship where GIS is used or where you are using GIS for a volunteer project.  The work can be paid or unpaid.  If you would like to take the course, please sign up and then contact the GIS Program Coordinator immediately if do not have an opportunity lined up or if you have a question about the course.

Your responsibilities for this class are:

· Fill out the contract provided on Blackboard and turn into the instructor
· Provide weekly statements (on Blackboard) of work progress each Monday (from prior week’s work)
· Answer a weekly seminar question about the GIS industry on the Discussion Boards
· Present the results of your work at a meeting of internship students at the end of the semester via WebEx.
· Check Blackboard often for details of assignments and updates.

INSTITUTIONAL LEARNING GOALS

Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. The faculty at Columbus State has identified the following institutional learning goals:

· ILG#2:	Ethical Reasoning 
· ILG#6:	Communication Competence
· ILG#7:	Cultural and Social Awareness 
· ILG#8:	Professional & Life Skills

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

The student will be able to:

· Acquire practical application of GIS principles and skills learned in class
· Apply GIS knowledge learned in the program such as scope of work, geodatabases, maps, story maps and other GIS products to an identified GIS project need
· Familiarize student with various applications within chosen profession
· Enhance written and oral communication skills
· Examine GIS Certification process
· Research and identify current GIS topics including research, new software and new trends in the industry

TEXTBOOKS—REQUIRED AND OPTIONAL READINGS
Required Textbook:
None required.   All work is done on blackboard.
Online:
http://www.gis.com/resources/library/dictionaries.html - Use this link to look up term definitions as needed.
http://www.esri.com - ESRI’s corporate website.

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
This course is an online course. You must go to the course Website on Blackboard to access the course announcements, grades, and materials. You also need to check your Columbus State email often – this is the only way I will communicate with you individually! The class consists of nine units of instruction and nine labs. If there is a lecture for the unit, please note that the lecture should be read before attempting the lab. The purpose of the labs is to reinforce the material covered in the lecture and allow the student to become skilled in ArcGIS software.
Each week you will turn in the assignments as noted in the assignment area for each Learning Unit. There is a final project as well to help you bring all of the components of what you have learned in the course together. I will send comments by email to your Columbus State email account. I will also post announcements on Blackboard. Sometimes we find mistakes in the book – so be sure to check the announcements. I will also create a Discussion Board thread for each unit of the class, so if you have questions you can post them there. Of course, you can always call or email me if you have any questions.
ASSESSMENT
Columbus State Community College is committed to assessment (measurement) of student achievement of academic outcomes.  This process addresses the issues of what you need to learn in your program of study and if you are learning what you need to learn.  The assessment program at Columbus State has specific and interrelated purposes: (1) to improve student academic achievement; (2) to improve teaching strategies; (3) to document best practices; (4) to identify opportunities for systematic improvements; (5) to provide evidence for institutional effectiveness.  In class you are assessed and graded on your achievement of the outcomes for this course.  You may also be required to participate in broader assessment activities.

METHODS AND STANDARDS OF EVALUATION
Each student must do his or her own Labs and Projects. Discussion among students on software functionality and procedures is encouraged for clarification of assignments, technical details of using software, and structuring major steps of solutions – especially on the course's Web site. Students must do their own work on the Labs and Projects. Cheating and Plagiarism are strictly forbidden. Cheating includes but is not limited to: plagiarism, submission of work that is not the student's own, submission or use of falsified data, unauthorized access to project or assignment, supplying or communicating unauthorized information for an assignment or project.

GRADING SCALE
90-100% = A
80-89% = B
70-79% = C
60-69% = D
60% and below = E

GRADE COMPOSITION:
Course Requirements:  							Percent of Grade
Contract 									 	5%
Student Weekly Progress Reports							36%
Completion of weekly discussion board questions					27%
Student Report 1									5%
Student Final Report 									5%
Employer Report									5%
ePortfolio										5%
PowerPoint and Presentation								12%

SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Questions of general interest and answers should be posted on the bulletin board on the course Website. The Discussion Boards are mostly for student interaction – help each other! Personal questions regarding the course should be directed to the instructor. 
The chat room and bulletin board for the course are on the course web page. These resources are for you to interact with others in the course. Post questions, comments, and notices of items of interest on this bulletin board. To access these resources you must enter your Blackboard ID and password. Students should check this several times a week. See the schedule below for when homework is due. Instructions for turning in assignments are on the Lab sheet and/or posted in that unit’s section on Blackboard.

ATTENDANCE POLICY
Weekly office hour sessions are available for you to discuss any issues and such that arise during your employment.  Your attendance will be submitting your weekly discussion board postings and interaction with others on the discussion board.

COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS 
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at  www.cscc.edu/syllabus  or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”. 


UNITS OF INSTRUCTION

	UNIT
	UNIT OF INSTRUCTION
	ASSIGNMENTS
	ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE

	Unit 1

	Week 1 - Weekly Work
Company Organization
ePortfolio Introduction
	Completion of Weekly Work Summary and Discussion Board topics

Completion of contract


Introduction of ePortfolio 
	

	Unit 2
	Week 2 - Weekly Work
GIS History
	Completion of Weekly Work Summary and Discussion Board topic

Word document containing GIS History
	

	Unit 3

	Week 3 - Weekly Work
Surveying and GPS
	Completion of Weekly Work Summary and Discussion Board topic

	


	Unit 4

	Week 4 - Weekly Work
GIS Community
	Completion of Weekly Work Summary and Discussion Board topic


	

	Unit 5

	Week 5 - Weekly Work and Student Report 1
GIS Certification
	Completion of Weekly Work Summary and Discussion Board topic

Student Report 1
	


	Unit 6

	Week 6 - Weekly Work
GIS Error
	Completion of Weekly Work Summary and Discussion Board topic

	

	Unit 7
	Week 7 - Weekly Work
GIS Misuse and Metadata
	Completion of Weekly Work Summary and Discussion Board topic

	

	Unit 8
	Week 8 - Weekly Work 

GIS In Humanity
	Completion of Weekly Work Summary and Discussion Board topic

	

	Final Week
	GIS Management  

Posting GIS Data

Presentations and Final Submissions
	Final PowerPoint and Presentation

Student Final Report

Employer Report

ePortfolio
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