Columbus State Community College
GEOG 2300-W01 Introduction to Physical Geography Spring 2025
Registration Number: 95468-SP-25 Instruction: Web-Based Course Instructor: Dr. Peter A. Doherty
Office: TL 309 (Social & Behavioral Sciences Department) Department Phone: 614-287-5005, Fax: 614-287-5301 Office Hours: None. Remote appointments only
Email: pdoherty@cscc.edu and doherty.peter3@gmail.com

Note: It is the policy of the Social & Behavioral Sciences Department that faculty will answer student e-mails within three business days (not including weekends, holidays, or during quarter breaks).

On-Line Guidelines:

· This class is taught asynchronously, meaning there are no formal meeting times. You can complete assignments at your own pace, as long as you meet the deadlines.
· Deadlines for all activities are provided in the Course Schedule, the last page of this syllabus. Except for exams, all deadlines are at 11.59 pm on Sundays.
· CSCC requires that all midterm and final exams for web-based classes be taken at one of the Testing Centers (Main Campus, Dublin, Delaware). As you will see, this course has two midterms and a final exam. Students are required to schedule appointments via the RegisterBlast portal for all of their exams. For out-of-region students there is an alternative testing procedure (see Exams below).
· I plan a Kaltura podcast to introduce the course and our website. You can find this podcast under “Our Classroom.” I have completed podcasts on most of my lectures. They are optional, aimed at students who learn best through listening to the professor.
· Most of our communication will be via email, unless a “face-to-face” meeting is required, at which time we can set up a Zoom meeting.
· Attendance is monitored by your participation in course activities. Completion of Discussion Topic #1 by the end of the first week indicates you are attending.

Text Requirements:

· Mason, J.A., Burt, J.E, Muller, P.O., and deBlij, H.J. 2016. Physical Geography: The Global Environment, 5th Edition. Oxford University Press. Don’t buy the textbook, instead access the e-text version from a link on Blackboard.


Prerequisite: Placement into ENGL 1101 (Beginning Composition)

Course Description:

This course serves as an introduction to the basic concepts and processes associated with the study of physical geography. Students will become familiar with primary elements associated with physical geography to include the Earth's global energy balance, atmospheric and oceanic circulation, weather systems and climates, plate tectonics, landform formation and classification, erosion processes, and soil formation.

Course Objective:

Introduction to Physical Geography serves as an introduction to the basic concepts and processes associated with the study of physical geography. Student will become familiar with and demonstrate an understanding of:
1. The processes involved in the earth-sun relationships.
2. Weather and atmospheric processes.
3. Winds and weather systems.
4. Climates and soils.
5. The evolution of surface landscapes.
6. The processes involved in glacial, fluvial, and coastal landscapes.
7. The variation of climate as it relates to biogeographic diversity.
8. Global climate change and the factors responsible for it.
Academic Assessment:
Columbus State Community College is also committed to assessment (measurement) of student achievement of academic outcomes. This process addresses the issues of what you need to learn in your program of study and if you are learning what you need to learn. The assessment program at Columbus State has four specific and interrelated purposes: 1) to improve student academic achievement; 2) to improve teaching strategies; 3) to document successes and identify opportunities for program improvement; 4) to provide evidence for institutional
effectiveness. In class you are assessed and graded on your achievement of the outcomes for this course. You may also be required to participate in broader assessment activities.
Academic Misconduct:
As an enrolled student at Columbus state Community College, you have agreed to abide by the Student Code of Conduct as outlined in the Student Handbook. You should familiarize yourself with the student code. The faculty at Columbus State expect you to exhibit high standards of academic integrity. Any confirmed incidence of Academic Misconduct, including plagiarism and other forms of cheating will be treated seriously and in accordance with College Policy and Procedure. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to 1) submitting an assignment purporting to be the student’s original work which has been wholly or partly created by another person; 2) presenting as one’s own ideas, organization, or wording of another person without acknowledgment of sources; 3) knowingly permitting one’s own work to be submitted by a student as it were the student’s own original work.

Course Overview:

Exams: Students are required to take two midterm exams and a final exam. The midterms and final exam each consist of 70 multiple choice questions (worth 70 points). Material for each exam will come from lecture notes, the text, and any supplemental materials provided by the instructor. On Blackboard, students will find copies of Study Guides which list the specific units and topics to be covered on each exam. Exams are to be taken at CSCC’s Testing Centers within the allotted timeframes listed below. Students must make an appointment to take an exam through RegisterBlast which can be found under “Tools” to the far left when you first sign into Blackboard. Additional instructions are found on the Announcement page.
· Midterm 1 – timeframe of Thursday, February 13 to Friday, February 21
· Midterm 2 – timeframe of Thursday, March 27 to Friday, April 4
Final Exam – Block #2 timeframe of Wednesday, May 7 to Friday, May 9
· Out-of-Region Students. Columbus State Community College offers proctored exam services for students enrolled in Web (W) courses who reside 40 miles or more from any CSCC testing center. Students should visit:
https://www.cscc.edu/services/testingcenter/academic-testing/out-of-region-testing.shtml
· Make-up Exams. Given the amount of time exams are available, missed exams should be rare. However, students are allowed to make up one missed midterm exam. Contact the professor if a make-up midterm is required.
Lab Assignments: In addition to the exams, students will complete 5 lab assignments (1 worth 30 points, 3 worth 40 points, and 1 worth 60 points) for a total of 210 points. Lab assignments can be found in the “Lab Assignments” folder. Assignments can be submitted to the Lab Assignments Drop Box at any time up to the due date, as listed on the Course Schedule. Lab assignments submitted late will be accepted but will lose points (10 points deduced if submitted the following week, and all points after that).

Animation Quizzes: 5 animation quizzes are to be completed, worth 10 points each, based upon video animations of various physical geography processes. First watch the animation video and then complete the 10 multiple choice question quiz. Animation quizzes are available to students from the beginning of the semester, but once started they must be completed in the allotted time. A bonus animation quiz is available to replace a missed quiz or for bonus points.
Discussion Board: There are 2 discussions on the Discussion Board for 15 points each, 10 points for your original post, and 5 points for your response to another student’s post. The first is mainly to get you signed in and participating. The second is to be completed by the second last week of class and is designed to provide feedback on the course.

Course Grade Summary:

At the end of the semester, a student's grade will be based on the total points accumulated out of a possible 500 points. The following is a list of exams, and other activities, with the corresponding point total for each item.

Midterms and final exam (3 @ 70 points)	210 points Lab Assignments (1 @ 30, 3 @ 40, 1 @ 60 points) 210 points
Animation Exercises (5 @ 10 points)	50 points
Discussions (2 @ 15 points)	30 points

Total	500 points

Grades will be determined (based on the total points) using the following scale: 450 - 500 points = 90 - 100% = A
400 - 449 points = 80 - 89.9% = B
350 - 399 points = 70 - 79.9% = C
300 - 349 points = 60 - 69.9% = D
0 - 299 points = below 60% = E

Consideration will be given for those students bordering on the upper E range (that is, students who have 293 – 299 points will be given consideration for a D based on such things as regular participation, improvement on exams and assignments, etc.).

Grade Reporting:

Grades should be communicated to students within ten business days after the due date for the work. If a student has not received a response within a reasonable amount of time, the student is urged to attempt to contact the faculty member a second time. If the student does not receive a response after a second attempt, then the student should contact the faculty member's LEAD instructor or the department chair for assistance.

Students Concerns:

Should a student have concerns about the course or instructor the student is urged to discuss the problem first with the instructor. If there is no resolution the next step is to contact the course LEAD instructor. The final option is to meet with the department chair. The student should be prepared to fill out a written, documented complaint.

The LEAD instructor for this class is Dr. Eric Neubauer. Office TL 323, telephone 614-287-5698, e-mail eneubaue@cscc.edu. The Chairperson of the Social & Behavioral Sciences Department is Dr. Maura Usher, Office TL 335, telephone 614-287-5042, e-mail musher4@cscc.edu.

GEOG 2300-W01 COURSE SCHEDULE
For this online class our weeks run from Monday to Sunday. Except for exams, all deadlines are
11.59 pm on Sundays (shown as an S under Date). Exams are to be taken at the Testing Centers within specific timeframes. Since midterms straddle two weeks they don’t fit too neatly into this weekly grid. Note: the units on soil (Units 21-23) are out of sequence but match up with the week Lab #5 (Soils) is due.

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Readings
	Activities

	1
	M 1/13 S 1/19
	Course Overview, Introducing Physical Geography, Planet Earth
	Syllabus Units 1-2
	Discussion 1

	2
	M 1/20 S 1/26
	Mapping Earth’s Surface, Earth-Sun Relations, Radiation & Heat Balance
	Units 3-5
	Lab #1 (Science)

	3
	M 1/27 S 2/2
	Atmosphere Composition Temperature of Lower Atmosphere
	Units 6-7
	Animation 1 GE

	4
	[bookmark: M_2/10]M 2/3 S 2/9
	Air Pressure & Winds
Circulation Patterns of Atmosphere
	Units 8-9
	Lab #2 (Air Pressure)

	5
	[bookmark: S_2/16]M 2/10 S 2/16
	Study for Midterm 1
	(Units 1-9)
	Midterm 1
(Feb 13 – Feb 21)
Animation 2 HC

	6
	M 2/17 S 2/23
	Atmospheric Moisture, Air Masses, Weather Systems
	Units 11-13
	

	7
	M 2/24 S 3/2
	Classification of Climates
Climate Change
	Units 14-19
	Lab #3 (Climate)

	8
	[bookmark: M_3/3]M 3/3 S 3/9
	Minerals & Rocks, Earth in Profile, Plates of the Lithosphere & Movements
	Units 27-31
	Animation 3 HS

	9
	M 3/10 S 3/16
	SPRING BREAK
	NO CLASSES
	CAMPUS CLOSED

	10
	M 3/17 S 3/23
	Volcanism, Earthquakes, Faults & Folds
	Units 32-34
	Lab #4 (Tectonics)

	11
	M 3/24 S 3/30
	Study for Midterm 2
	[bookmark: (Units_11-19,_27-33)](Units 11-19, 27-33)
	Midterm 2
[bookmark: Units_35-38](Mar 27 – Apr 4)

	12
	M 3/31 S 4/6
	Sculpting, Weathering, Mass Movements, Water in Lithosphere
	Units 35-38
	

	13
	M 4/7 S 4/13
	Slopes & Streams, Landscapes Shaped by Streams, Fluvial Systems, Karst
	Units 39-42
	Animation 4 MW

	14
	M 4/14 S 4/20
	Soil Formation, Properties, Classification of Soils
	Units 21-23
	Lab #5 (Soils)

	15
	[bookmark: M_4/21]M 4/21 S 4/27
	Glacial Erosion, Continental & Mt. Glaciers, Periglacial Environments
	Units 43-46
	Animation 5 G

	16
	M 4/28 S 5/4
	Wind Erosion, Coastal Processes & Landscapes
	Units 47-49
	Discussion 2

	
	M 5/5 S 5/10
	Study for Final Exam
	(Units 35-49, 21-23)
	Final Exam (May 7 – May 9)



Animation Quiz Topics: GE = Greenhouse Effect; HC = Hydrologic Cycle; HS = Hots Spots; MW
= Mass Wasting; G = Glaciation, T = Tsunami (Bonus Animation).
