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COURSE NUMBER:  FOTO 2994 			COURSE TITLE:  To Be Decided (Many various names)
INSTRUCTOR:	gstrickland2@cscc.edu		CONTACT: Gene Strickland
CREDITS:  1 to 3 	CLASS/CONTACT HOURS PER WEEK:  1 - 2 Lecture/2 – 3 Lab	PREREQUISITES:  None

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:
FOTO 2994 offers an in-depth exploration of a selected current topic in digital photography. Each course section focuses on a distinct photographic theme, process, or emerging trend in the photography industry designed to expand students’ creative, technical, and conceptual understanding of image-making and photography. The course emphasizes hands-on practice, professional workflow, and critical analysis through lectures, demonstrations, guided projects, and critiques. Because the subject matter varies, this course may be repeated for credit when taken with different topic/names.

COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
· Demonstrate technical proficiency in photographic capture and digital post-production relevant to the selected topic of study.
· Apply creative and compositional strategies that enhance visual communication, style, and conceptual clarity.
· Analyze and evaluate photographic work through written or verbal critique, identifying strengths in design, execution, and intent.
· Utilize professional software and workflow tools appropriate to the course theme for image editing, organization, and output.
· Engage in contemporary discourse around photographic practices, ethics, and emerging technologies connected to the topic.
· Integrate critical thinking and problem-solving to address visual, technical, and conceptual challenges in photographic production.

PROGRAM OUTCOMES
· Capture with intent using manual exposure, precise focus, and color control across diverse lighting conditions.
· Light with purpose by skillfully combining natural, artificial, and mixed lighting setups to shape mood and define form in portraits, products, and environments.
· Edit with precision using professional workflows in Adobe Photoshop, Bridge, ACR and others to prepare images for print, web, social media, and emerging digital markets.
· Apply business and professional practices including pricing, contracts, rights management, and industry ethics consistent with industry standards.
· Communicate effectively with clients and collaborators through clear briefs, organized workflows, and timely delivery.
· Navigate the industry landscape by understanding career paths in retail, commercial, editorial, and fine art photography and preparing for either employment or transfer to a four-year institution.
· Develop a cohesive portfolio that demonstrates technical mastery, creative consistency, and alignment with employment, freelance, or transfer goals.

OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. The faculty at Columbus State has identified the following institutional learning goals:
· Professional and Life Skills
· Technological Competence
· Communication Competence
· Critical Thinking
· 
COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED
A digital camera with a minimum resolution of 15 megapixels is required. All FOTO majors must use an Interchangeable Lens camera (either a Mirrorless or Digital Single-Lens Reflex (DSLR) camera) and tripod. Non-FOTO majors may use a point-and-shoot (consumer or prosumer) camera with manual controls with manual control adjustments. Mobile phones, GoPro (action cameras), 360° cameras, and tablet cameras are not permitted for this course. If you cannot get the appropriate camera and gear, you will be advised to drop the class and retake once you are able to acquire (buy, borrow or rent) the appropriate camera and gear. A computer meeting the recommended technical specifications capable of running Adobe Photoshop, Bridge, Express, and Adobe Camera Raw, along with a reliable high-speed internet connection, is required.

TEXTBOOK
To be decided based on the current topic.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
· Lectures, online video instruction & class discussions
· Demonstrations and examples
· Critiques and feedback
· Peer to peer collaboration
· Social media utilization for asynchronous class interaction and discussion

STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
Each student's course grade will be comprised of the following weighted components averaged according to the following ratio based on the standard 100-point grading scale for each category as specified by the college. 

PROJECTS 
Because FOTO 2994 is a Current/Selected Topics in Digital Photography course, the scope, number, and weighting of projects may vary depending on the specific theme, instructor emphasis, and technological focus of each offering. Each version of the course is designed to explore a distinct area of photographic practice—such as lighting, portraiture, documentary, alternative processes, mobile imaging, or emerging digital and AI tools and software.
In order to maintain academic consistency while allowing instructional flexibility:
· All sections of FOTO 2994 include a series of project-based learning experiences that apply course concepts through practical photographic production.
· The number of projects typically ranges from 3 to 10, depending on project complexity, time requirements, and whether assignments are cumulative or modular.
· The weighting of projects may be adjusted to reflect the level of technical depth, research, or creative development required within a given topic.
· Instructors align total project values to ensure the overall grade distribution equals 100%, and that all learning outcomes—technical, conceptual, and professional—are appropriately assessed.
· Each version of FOTO 2994 adheres to program outcomes and institutional learning goals for Professional & Life Skills, Technological Competence, Communication Competence, and Critical Thinking, even as subject matter changes.
· This flexible structure allows the course to remain current with industry trends and technologies while giving faculty the ability to tailor assignments to their area of expertise and the evolving needs of the digital photography profession.

GRADING SCALE
· A = 90-100 Points
· B = 80-89 Points
· C = 70-79 Points
· D = 60-69 Points
· E = 59 Points and below

ATTENDANCE POLICY & PARTICIPATION REPORTING
Columbus State is required by federal law to verify the attendance of students receiving Federal Title IV aid or Veterans Affairs benefits. Instructors must report students who never attend or are failing a course, which may result in automatic administrative withdrawal. Attendance is determined by each instructor based on “significant and meaningful academic activity,” as defined by the CSCC Financial Aid Office and Enrollment Services (must be passing the course at the time of reporting). Contact the Financial Aid Office for details on how withdrawals may affect eligibility.

AI & PHOTOGRAPHY
The Digital Photography program:
• Recognizes artificial intelligence as a rapidly evolving tool that is shaping the future of image-making and visual communication.
• Encourages students to develop awareness of AI’s growing role in editing, enhancement, and visual analysis within the photography industry.
• Emphasizes understanding the ethical implications of AI use, including issues related to authenticity, authorship, and digital manipulation.
• Promotes critical thinking about the relationship between photographic truth and AI-generated or AI-altered imagery.
• Prepares students to engage responsibly with AI technologies in advanced courses and professional practice.
In FOTO 2994 – Current Topics in Digital Photography, students explore advanced photographic concepts, techniques, and creative processes related to the selected area of study. AI-assisted tools within Adobe applications (including, but not limited to, Adobe Firefly, Generative Fill, or other Adobe AI features) may or may not be permitted this course. Use of outside image generators or emerging AI technologies may or may not be permitted, depending on the scope, theme, and instructional purpose of the specific course offering. Students must refer to the actual course syllabus for clear guidance on what forms of AI use are acceptable.
Students are expected to uphold creative authorship, ethical responsibility, and professional integrity throughout all stages of their photographic process.


STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT
As an enrolled student at Columbus State Community College, you have agreed to abide by the Student Code of Conduct as outlined in the Student Handbook.  You should familiarize yourself with the student code.  Columbus State expects you to exhibit high standards of academic integrity, respect, and responsibility.  Any confirmed incidence of misconduct, including plagiarism and other forms of cheating, will be treated seriously and in accordance with College Policy and Procedure 7-10.

PLAGIARISM
According to the Student Code of Conduct and Academic Misconduct Policy, plagiarism includes submitting work presented as one’s own that has been wholly or partially created by another individual—for example, using images sourced online in place of original work. Intent is not a determining factor; plagiarism, whether deliberate or unintentional, constitutes a violation of academic integrity and is treated as academic dishonesty. So do your own work.

COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at  http://www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “ Syllabus Statements”.

The sample modules below illustrate a 16-week semester format, with several units extending across two weeks each. This example reflects a 3-credit course with approximately 4–5 contact hours per week, suitable for comprehensive study of a selected photographic topic.

In practice, however, FOTO 2994 courses vary widely in length and scope. Many are 1-credit offerings that may run as short-format workshops, lasting anywhere from one day to ten days to a full month, depending on the subject matter and instructional objectives. Each course is structured to match its specific topic, credit hours, and desired depth of exploration. Students seeking details about a particular FOTO 2994 course should contact the Digital Photography Coordinator for a preview of the exact syllabus and schedule of an active offering.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION
	MODULE
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS
	ASSIGNMENTS
	ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE

	MODULE 1
	Course Introduction & Foundations
Gain familiarity with the course theme, expectations, and tools. Review essential photographic principles such as exposure, focus, and composition as they relate to the selected topic.
	Complete all weekly materials, watch demonstrations, participate in introductions or discussion boards, and submit Project 1 – Foundations.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for the exact due dates.

	MODULE 2
	Exploring Technique & Process
Apply specialized camera and post-production techniques aligned with the course topic. Demonstrate control over image quality, light, and creative intent.
	Complete all weekly materials, watch demonstrations, review tutorials, and submit Project 2 – Technique Exploration.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for the exact due dates.

	MODULE 3
	Composition, Design & Intent
Develop a series of images emphasizing visual design, storytelling, and conceptual clarity. Incorporate design principles and critical analysis into your creative process.
	Complete all weekly materials, watch demonstrations, review tutorials, and submit Project 3 – Composition & Intent.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for the exact due dates.

	MODULE 4
	Lighting, Color, and Tonal Control
Experiment with natural and artificial light, or with digital tonal adjustments, depending on the course focus. Use lighting and color relationships to enhance form and mood.
	Complete all weekly materials, watch demonstrations, review tutorials, and submit Project 4 – Lighting & Tonal Study.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for the exact due dates.

	MODULE 5
	Creative Exploration & Expression
Engage in conceptual or stylistic experimentation. Apply advanced techniques to expand creative boundaries within the chosen topic.
	Complete all weekly materials, watch demonstrations, review tutorials, and submit Project 5 – Creative Exploration.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for the exact due dates.

	MODULE 6
	Technical Refinement & Workflow
Refine post-production, organization, and output processes to achieve consistent quality. Address workflow efficiency and presentation standards for digital or print media.
	Complete all weekly materials, watch demonstrations, review tutorials, and submit Project 6 – Workflow Refinement.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for the exact due dates.

	MODULE 7
	Visual Storytelling & Thematic Development
Strengthen conceptual direction through series-based work. Explore sequencing, narrative flow, and thematic cohesion.
	Complete all weekly materials, watch demonstrations, review tutorials, and submit Project 7 – Storytelling Series.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for the exact due dates.

	MODULE 8
	Contemporary Practices & Emerging Tools
Analyze how evolving technologies, ethics, and new media affect photographic practice. Experiment with approved emerging tools relevant to the course topic.
	Complete all weekly materials, watch demonstrations, review tutorials, and submit Project 8 – Emerging Practice Study.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for the exact due dates.

	MODULE 9
	Professional Application & Presentation
Prepare final images for critique or public presentation. Apply industry standards for color management, printing, or digital publication.
	Complete all weekly materials, watch demonstrations, review tutorials, and submit Project 9 – Professional Presentation.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for the exact due dates.

	MODULE 10
	Final Project / Portfolio Development
Create a cohesive final series that demonstrates technical mastery, conceptual depth, and personal vision related to the course theme.
	Complete all weekly materials, watch demonstrations, review tutorials, and submit Project 10 – Final Portfolio or Thematic Project.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for the exact due dates.

	NO FINAL EXAM
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