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Division: Business & Engineering Technology
Department: Digital Art, Media & Design
Digital Photography Program (live link)

COURSE NUMBER:  FOTO 1500 			COURSE TITLE:  Off Camera Flash Photography
INSTRUCTOR:	gstrickland2@cscc.edu		CONTACT: Gene Strickland
CREDITS:  2	CLASS/CONTACT HOURS PER WEEK:  1 Lecture/2 Lab (online)		PREREQUISITES:  None

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:
FOTO 1500 introduces students to the creative and technical use of portable flash systems (on and off camera) for location-based environments. Through hands-on, project-based assignments, students learn how to shape and control light using wireless triggers, modifiers, gels, and multi-light wireless, setups. Emphasis is placed on lighting design for portrait, product, event, and editorial applications. Students will explore the relationship between natural and artificial light, balancing flash output with ambient exposure to achieve consistent, professional results. By the end of the course, students will have a solid understanding of contemporary flash techniques used in the photography industry and will produce a series of polished, portfolio-ready images demonstrating creative control and technical mastery.

COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
· Operate and configure off-camera flash systems, including manual and TTL control, wireless triggers, and modifiers.
· Balance flash and ambient light for natural-looking exposures in both indoor and outdoor environments.
· Design lighting setups that enhance subject form, mood, and texture using one-light and multi-light arrangements.
· Apply professional lighting principles to portrait, product, and editorial photography scenarios.
· Modify light quality and direction through use of soft boxes, umbrellas, grids, gels, and reflectors.
· Evaluate and solve complex lighting challenges through pre-visualization and adaptive problem-solving.
· Demonstrate workflow efficiency, from setup and capture through tethered shooting and post-production refinement.
· Create a professional portfolio series that integrates creative vision, technical skill, and industry-standard lighting control.

PROGRAM OUTCOMES
· Capture with intent using manual exposure, precise focus, and color control across diverse lighting conditions.
· Light with purpose by skillfully combining natural, artificial, and mixed lighting setups to shape mood and define form in portraits, products, and environments.
· Edit with precision using professional workflows in Adobe Photoshop, Bridge, ACR and others to prepare images for print, web, social media, and emerging digital markets.
· Apply business and professional practices including pricing, contracts, rights management, and industry ethics consistent with industry standards.
· Communicate effectively with clients and collaborators through clear briefs, organized workflows, and timely delivery.
· Navigate the industry landscape by understanding career paths in retail, commercial, editorial, and fine art photography and preparing for either employment or transfer to a four-year institution.
· Develop a cohesive portfolio that demonstrates technical mastery, creative consistency, and alignment with employment, freelance, or transfer goals.

OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. The faculty at Columbus State has identified the following institutional learning goals:
· Professional and Life Skills
· Technological Competence
· Communication Competence
· Critical Thinking

COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED
A digital camera with a minimum resolution of 15 megapixels is required. Everyone must use an Interchangeable Lens camera (either a Mirrorless or Digital Single-Lens Reflex (DSLR) camera) and have one external flash, flash stick and flash modifiers (info in course). GoPro (action cameras), 360° cameras, mobile phones and tablet cameras are not permitted. If you cannot get the appropriate camera and flash gear, you will be advised to drop the class and retake once you are able to acquire (buy, borrow or rent) the appropriate camera. A tripod is suggested. A computer meeting the recommended technical specifications capable of running Adobe Photoshop, Bridge, Express, and Adobe Camera Raw, along with a reliable high-speed internet connection, is required. *NOTE: your camera must also have a hot shoe with central conductor to enable the use of Pocket wizards, a GoDox remote trigger or similar device, for remote triggering of lights from the camera. If you are in doubt about your camera, email the instructor.

NO TEXTBOOK COSTS  
Free e-books from our CSCC library
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Title: Creative Flash Photography
Publisher: Rocky Nook
Author: Til Gockel
Copyright Year: 2014

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
· Lectures, online video instruction & class discussions
· Demonstrations and examples
· Critiques and feedback
· Peer to peer collaboration
· Social media utilization for asynchronous class interaction and discussion

STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
Each student’s course grade will be comprised of the following weighted components averaged according to the following ratio based on the standard 100-point grading scale for each category as specified by the college. 

Project #1 	8% 	Understanding the Flash System
Learn flash sync speeds, manual and TTL exposure modes, and wireless trigger setup. Build confidence with single-light control and balancing flash with ambient light.
Project #2 	10% 	Light Quality: Hard vs. Soft
Compare modifiers—umbrellas, soft boxes, grids—to study how diffusion and direction change mood and subject form.
Project #3 	10% 	One-Light Environmental Portrait
Use a single off-camera flash with natural light fill to produce expressive environmental portraits that blend realism and style.
Project #4 	12% 	Two-Light Environmental Portrait
Design professional portrait lighting using key, fill, and rim light. Experiment with ratios and modifiers to control drama and depth.
Project #5 	12% 	Product & Reflective Surfaces
Photograph glass, metal, or plastic products using flash positioning and diffusion to manage reflections and highlights for commercial applications.
Project #6 	12% 	Creative Gels & Mixed Light
Use colored gels, ambient streetlight, or projected backgrounds to add color harmony and storytelling to flash imagery.
Project #7 	12% 	Action & Event Lighting
Capture motion or candid moments using high-speed sync, rear-curtain flash, and portable multi-flash setups.
Project #8 	24% 	Final Lighting Portfolio
Produce a cohesive portfolio of 6–8 images demonstrating mastery across portrait, product, and creative lighting genres.
              TOTOL = 100%

GRADING SCALE
· A = 90-100 Points
· B = 80-89 Points
· C = 70-79 Points
· D = 60-69 Points
· E = 59 Points and below

ATTENDANCE POLICY & PARTICIPATION REPORTING
Columbus State is required by federal law to verify the attendance of students receiving Federal Title IV aid or Veterans Affairs benefits. Instructors must report students who never attend or are failing a course, which may result in automatic administrative withdrawal. Attendance is determined by each instructor based on “significant and meaningful academic activity,” as defined by the CSCC Financial Aid Office and Enrollment Services (must be passing the course at the time of reporting). Contact the Financial Aid Office for details on how withdrawals may affect eligibility.
NOTE: Any project more than 7 days late will not be accepted.

AI & PHOTOGRAPHY
The Digital Photography program:
• Recognizes artificial intelligence as a rapidly evolving tool that is shaping the future of image-making and visual communication.
• Encourages students to develop awareness of AI’s growing role in editing, enhancement, and visual analysis within the photography industry.
• Emphasizes understanding the ethical implications of AI use, including issues related to authenticity, authorship, and digital manipulation.
• Promotes critical thinking about the relationship between photographic truth and AI-generated or AI-altered imagery.
• Prepares students to engage responsibly with AI technologies in advanced courses and professional practice.
In FOTO 1500 – Off-Camera Flash & Creative Lighting, no AI image generation of any kind—whether in part or in whole—is permitted. Students may use AI tools only for ideation and research, such as exploring lighting concepts, creative inspiration, or workflow planning. All photographs must originate from lens-based capture, using your own camera, lighting setups, and compositional choices. AI-assisted tools within Adobe Photoshop, Lightroom, or Camera Raw (such as noise reduction, lens correction, or detail enhancement) may be used strictly for post-processing and workflow refinement. All submitted work must reflect authentic photographic authorship, demonstrating creative integrity, technical mastery, and adherence to professional ethical standards. Metadata and EXIF data will be reviewed to verify original image creation.

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT
As an enrolled student at Columbus State Community College, you have agreed to abide by the Student Code of Conduct as outlined in the Student Handbook.  You should familiarize yourself with the student code.  Columbus State expects you to exhibit high standards of academic integrity, respect, and responsibility.  Any confirmed incidence of misconduct, including plagiarism and other forms of cheating, will be treated seriously and in accordance with College Policy and Procedure 7-10.

PLAGIARISM
According to the Student Code of Conduct and Academic Misconduct Policy, plagiarism includes submitting work presented as one’s own that has been wholly or partially created by another individual—for example, using images sourced online in place of original work. Intent is not a determining factor; plagiarism, whether deliberate or unintentional, constitutes a violation of academic integrity and is treated as academic dishonesty. So do your own work. Make it count.

PROJECT RULES (to be accepted for grading)
1. New Work Only – This Semester!
All photos must be taken this semester with the appropriate camera.
2. Metadata Verification
Projects must include verifiable EXIF data to be graded, which should upload automatically to Flickr. Refer to the troubleshooting guide if metadata is missing.
3. New Work Only – This Semester!
Rule 1 again (that is how important it is), all photographs must be created during this semester—no previous work may be submitted.

COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at  http://www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “ Syllabus Statements”.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION
	MODULE
	LEARNING GOALS
	ASSIGNMENTS / REQUIRED READING
	ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE

	Module 1 – Understanding the Flash System
	Learn core flash concepts—sync speed, TTL vs. manual control, and wireless triggering. Build a foundation for creative off-camera lighting.
	Reading: Creative Flash Photography, Introduction and Chapter 1 – “The Basics of Flash Photography.” Project #1 – Understanding the Flash System 
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Module 2 – Light Quality: Hard vs. Soft
	Study the effects of modifier choice on mood and form. Learn how diffusion, reflection, and angle influence texture and dimension.
	Reading: Creative Flash Photography, Chapter 2 – “Controlling the Quality of Light” and Chapter 3 – “Modifiers and Diffusers.” Project #2 – Light Quality: Hard vs. Soft 
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Module 3 – One-Light Environmental Portrait
	Blend natural and flash lighting for outdoor and on-location portraits. Balance flash power with ambient exposure for natural results.
	Reading: Creative Flash Photography, Chapter 4 – “Balancing Flash with Ambient Light.” Project #3 – One-Light Environmental Portrait 
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Module 4 – Two-Light Environmental Portrait
	Advance from single-light setups to multi-light design. Learn to control lighting ratios, direction, and depth for editorial or commercial portraiture.
	Reading: Creative Flash Photography, Chapter 5 – “Working with Multiple Lights.” Project #4 – Two-Light Environmental Portrait 
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Module 5 – Product & Reflective Surfaces
	Apply precision lighting techniques to reflective subjects. Manage highlights, glare, and shadow detail in product or advertising imagery.
	Reading: Creative Flash Photography, Chapter 6 – “Lighting Products and Reflective Surfaces.” Project #5 – Product & Reflective Surfaces 
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Module 6 – Creative Gels & Mixed Light
	Use color gels and mixed lighting sources to create dynamic compositions. Explore light temperature, contrast, and atmosphere for storytelling.
	Reading: Creative Flash Photography, Chapter 7 – “Using Gels and Mixed Light.” Project #6 – Creative Gels & Mixed Light 
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Module 7 – Action & Event Lighting
	Capture motion and energy in low-light or event settings. Use high-speed sync, rear-curtain flash, and portable setups for dynamic, real-world results.
	Reading: Creative Flash Photography, Chapter 8 – “Capturing Motion with Flash.” Project #7 – Action & Event Lighting 
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Module 8 – Final Lighting Portfolio
	Synthesize all lighting principles into a cohesive, professional portfolio. Showcase versatility across portrait, product, and creative genres.
	Reading: Creative Flash Photography, Chapter 9 – “Creative Lighting Scenarios” and Conclusion – “Developing Your Own Style.” Project #8 – Final Lighting Portfolio 
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Finals Week – No Final Exam
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