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Division: Business & Engineering Technology
Department: Digital Art, Media & Design
Digital Photography Program (live link)

COURSE NUMBER:  FOTO 1115			COURSE TITLE:  Lightroom for Photography
INSTRUCTOR:	gstrickland2@cscc.edu		CONTACT: Gene Strickland
CREDITS:  2	CLASS/CONTACT HOURS PER WEEK:  1 Lecture/2 Lab (online)	PREREQUISITES:  None

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:
FOTO 1115 is a hands-on immersion in Adobe Lightroom, covering both Lightroom (cloud, desktop/mobile/web) and Lightroom Classic so students can work seamlessly across devices or build a powerful desktop-first catalog. You will learn a modern end-to-end workflow, from fast culling and metadata to color-managed editing and export for print, web, and client delivery. The course emphasizes today’s AI-accelerated tools alongside professional techniques for HDR/pano merge, local masking, color grading, presets, tethering, versioning, and collaborative web albums. By the end, you will produce a polished, consistent image set and a reusable workflow that meets editorial, commercial, and portfolio standards, whether you prefer cloud-based or desktop-focused Lightroom. 

COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
· Import, organize, and manage large image libraries using metadata, keywording, and collections for an efficient professional workflow.
· Apply non-destructive editing techniques in Lightroom and Lightroom Classic to enhance exposure, color, and tonal balance across varied images.
· Perform advanced editing tasks including panorama and HDR merges, local adjustments, color grading, and batch processing for consistent image output.
· Design and export deliverables optimized for print, web, client proofs, and social media while maintaining accurate color management.
· Synchronize and share projects across devices using cloud-based Lightroom and collaborative web albums for real-world workflow flexibility.
· Develop a consistent personal editing style and create a portfolio-ready collection that demonstrates visual cohesion, efficiency, and professional presentation.

PROGRAM OUTCOMES
· Capture with intent using manual exposure, precise focus, and color control across diverse lighting conditions.
· Light with purpose by skillfully combining natural, artificial, and mixed lighting setups to shape mood and define form in portraits, products, and environments.
· Edit with precision using professional workflows in Adobe Photoshop, Bridge, ACR, and others to prepare images for print, web, social media, and emerging digital markets.
· Apply business and professional practices including pricing, contracts, rights management, and industry ethics consistent with industry standards.
· Communicate effectively with clients and collaborators through clear briefs, organized workflows, and timely delivery.
· Navigate the industry landscape by understanding career paths in retail, commercial, editorial, and fine art photography and preparing for either employment or transfer to a four-year institution.
· Develop a cohesive portfolio that demonstrates technical mastery, creative consistency, and alignment with employment, freelance, or transfer goals.

OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. The faculty at Columbus State has identified the following institutional learning goals:
· Professional and Life Skills
· Technological Competence
· Communication Competence
· Critical Thinking

COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED
A computer meeting the recommended technical specifications capable of running Adobe Photoshop and Lightroom, or Lightroom Classic is required, along with a reliable high-speed internet connection.

NO TEXTBOOK COSTS  
Free e-book from our CSCC library
Adobe Photoshop Lightroom Classic Classroom, (most current edition) by Rafael Concepcion

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
· Lectures, online video instruction & class discussions
· Demonstrations and examples
· Critiques and feedback
· Peer to peer collaboration
· Social media utilization for asynchronous class interaction and discussion

STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
Each student's course grade will be comprised of the following weighted components averaged according to the following ratio based on the standard 100-point grading scale for each category as specified by the college. 

· Project #1 	10% 	Getting Started: Import & Organization
Set up your Lightroom Classic or Lightroom (cloud) catalog. Import images, apply metadata and keywords, and organize collections for efficient file management and workflow consistency.
· Project #2 	10% 	Fundamentals of Exposure & Tone
Learn the essentials of non-destructive editing. Use the Basic panel to correct exposure, contrast, highlights, shadows, whites, and blacks while maintaining a natural photographic look.
· Project #3 	10% 	Color Control & White Balance Mastery
Refine color temperature and tint using eyedroppers, profiles, and HSL adjustments. Practice accurate color correction and creative color grading using Lightroom’s Color Mixer.
· Project #4 	10% 	Local Adjustments & Masking Tools
Use modern AI-powered tools such as Select Subject, Select Sky, and Brush/Gradient Masks to enhance targeted areas and direct the viewer’s attention with precision and subtlety.
· Project #5 	10% 	Detail & Lens Corrections
Explore sharpening, noise reduction, and optical corrections. Apply AI Denoise, lens profile corrections, and transform tools to ensure technical accuracy and image clarity.
· Project #6 	10% 	Creative Black-and-White & Monochrome Processing
Convert images to expressive monochrome using the B&W Mix panel, tone curves, and contrast controls. Emphasize texture, shape, and mood through tonal mapping and clarity adjustments.
· Project #7 	10% 	Panorama & HDR Merge Techniques
Merge multiple frames to create seamless panoramas or extended-range HDR images. Balance dynamic range and color using Lightroom’s merge workflows and adaptive presets.

· Project #8 	10% 	Portraits & People: AI Masking & Skin Toning
Apply Lightroom’s AI-driven People Masking and local retouch tools to refine skin tone, eyes, and lighting for natural, professional-quality portraits.
· Project #9 	10% 	Color Styling & Presets for Consistency
Develop and apply custom presets or LUT-style looks to maintain a consistent visual identity. Use Tone Curve and Color Grading panels to build mood and brand cohesion.
· Project #10 	10% 	Portfolio Export & Presentation
Finalize and export a curated set of 8–10 edited images. Prepare files for print, web, or mobile presentation using correct color profiles, watermarking, and export settings.
                ___________________
· Total		100%

GRADING SCALE
· A = 90-100 Points
· B = 80-89 Points
· C = 70-79 Points
· D = 60-69 Points
· E = 59 Points and below

ATTENDANCE POLICY & PARTICIPATION REPORTING
Columbus State is required by federal law to verify the attendance of students receiving Federal Title IV aid or Veterans Affairs benefits. Instructors must report students who never attend or are failing a course, which may result in automatic administrative withdrawal. Attendance is determined by each instructor based on “significant and meaningful academic activity,” as defined by the CSCC Financial Aid Office and Enrollment Services (must be passing the course at the time of reporting). Contact the Financial Aid Office for details on how withdrawals may affect eligibility.
Note:  Any project more than 7 days late will not be accepted.

AI & PHOTOGRAPHY
The Digital Photography program:
• Recognizes artificial intelligence as a rapidly evolving tool that is shaping the future of image-making and visual communication.
• Encourages students to develop awareness of AI’s growing role in editing, enhancement, and visual analysis within the photography industry.
• Emphasizes understanding the ethical implications of AI use, including issues related to authenticity, authorship, and digital manipulation.
• Promotes critical thinking about the relationship between photographic truth and AI-generated or AI-altered imagery.
• Prepares students to engage responsibly with AI technologies in advanced courses and professional practice.
In FOTO 1115 – Lightroom for Photography, students may use artificial intelligence tools for ideation, research, and within Lightroom’s built-in editing environment. This includes using AI-accelerated tools such as Generative Remove for distraction cleanup, Lens Blur for depth-aware subject emphasis, and Enhance options like AI Denoise and Super Resolution for improving image quality. AI may also assist with planning, studying lighting styles, or researching color and workflow strategies. However, AI must never replace the student’s own creative decision-making or authorship. All photographs and final adjustments must be created, refined, and presented by the student using Lightroom or Lightroom Classic.

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT
As an enrolled student at Columbus State Community College, you have agreed to abide by the Student Code of Conduct as outlined in the Student Handbook.  You should familiarize yourself with the student code.  Columbus State expects you to exhibit high standards of academic integrity, respect, and responsibility.  Any confirmed incidence of misconduct, including plagiarism and other forms of cheating, will be treated seriously and in accordance with College Policy and Procedure 7-10.

PLAGIARISM
According to the Student Code of Conduct and Academic Misconduct Policy, plagiarism includes submitting work presented as one’s own that has been wholly or partially created by another individual—for example, using images sourced online in place of original work. Intent is not a determining factor; plagiarism, whether deliberate or unintentional, constitutes a violation of academic integrity and is treated as academic dishonesty. So do your own work.

COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at  http://www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “ Syllabus Statements”.

The modules below are designed for a 16-week semester, with five of them extending across two weeks each. During the 11-week summer semester, these same 10 modules are presented in a condensed format. Be sure to check Blackboard for the specific due dates for each module.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION
	MODULES
	LEARNING GOALS
	ASSIGNMENTS / REQUIRED READING
	ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE

	Module 1 – Import & Organization
	Establish a structured workflow: set up catalog, import images, apply metadata and keywords, and organize collections.
	Lightroom Classic Classroom in a Book 2024 Release, Lesson 1 – “A Quick Tour of Lightroom Classic” & Lesson 2 – “Bringing Photos Into Lightroom Classic”. Project 1 – Getting Started: Import & Organization.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Module 2 – Exposure & Tone
	Evaluate image quality using histograms and non-destructive edits; correct exposure, contrast, whites/blacks, and restore detail.
	Read Lesson 5 – Developing Basics. Project 2 – Fundamentals of Exposure & Tone.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Module 3 – Color Accuracy & White Balance
	Refine color temperature, tint, calibration, and creative grading; ensure accurate skin tones and consistent look.
	Read Lesson 6 – Advanced Editing (incl. Color Mixer) & Lesson 7 – Localized Edits & Time Savers. Project 3 – Color Control & White Balance Mastery.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Module 4 – Local Adjustments & Masking
	Use AI-enabled tools like Select Subject, Select Sky, and Gradient/Brush masks to refine specific areas of an image.
	Read Lesson 7 – Localized Edits & Time Savers in Lightroom. Project 4 – Local Adjustments & Masking Tools.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Module 5 – Detail & Lens Corrections
	Improve sharpness, reduce noise, apply lens corrections and transform tools; manage image clarity and optical integrity.
	Read Lesson 3 & 4 – Workspace & Managing Your Photo Library (focus on detail panel) & Lesson 8 – Creating a Photo Book (print preparation). 
Project 5 – Detail & Lens Corrections.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Module 6 – Monochrome & Mood
	Convert images to black-and-white or high-impact styles; use tone curves, clarity, and texture for emotional depth.
	  Project 6 – Creative Black-and-White & Monochrome Processing.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Module 7 – Panoramas & HDR Techniques
	Merge multiple frames to create wide or high-dynamic-range images; learn Lightroom merge workflows for seamless output.
	Read Lesson 2 review (Import/Merge functions) & Lesson 11 – Making Backups and Exporting Photos. Project 7 – Panorama & HDR Merge Techniques.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Module 8 – People & Portrait Enhancement
	Apply Lightroom’s AI-People Masking and local retouch tools for clean, professional portrait edits including skin tones and lighting balance.
	Read Lesson 6 review (Color/Local Edits). Project 8 – Portraits & People: AI Masking & Skin Toning.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Module 9 – Style Development & Presets
	Build and apply custom presets and color grading to maintain a consistent visual identity; use cloud syncing for workflow continuity.
	Read Lesson 1 review (catalog sync) & Lesson 7 review (Time Savers & Presets). 
Project 9 – Color Styling & Presets 
for Consistency.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Module 10 – Portfolio Export & Presentation
	Prepare curated images for print, web, and social media using correct color profiles, watermarking, and export settings; assemble final portfolio.
	Read Lesson 11 – Making Backups and Exporting Photos. Project 10 – Portfolio Export & Presentation.
	Check Blackboard course calendar for exact due dates.

	Finals Week – No Final Exam
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