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Division: Business & Engineering Technology
Department: Digital Art, Media & Design
Digital Photography Program (live link)

COURSE NUMBER:  FOTO 1100			COURSE TITLE:   Black & White Film Photography
INSTRUCTOR:	gstrickland2@cscc.edu		CONTACT: Gene Strickland
CREDITS:  3	CLASS/CONTACT HOURS PER WEEK:  2 Lecture/3 Lab (online)		PREREQUISITES:  None

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:
FOTO 1100:  Black & White Film Photography immerses students in the artistry and discipline of analog image-making—from loading film to creating finished darkroom prints. This hands-on course celebrates the craft of traditional photography, emphasizing the relationship between light, time, and material. Students will master manual camera operation, exposure control, and composition while developing and printing their own film in the darkroom. Through guided experimentation and critique, students learn how to translate vision into fine black-and-white prints that demonstrate both technical precision and expressive intent. The course provides a foundation in film processing, contact printing, enlarging, and print finishing that connects classic photographic methods to today’s creative and professional practices. A 35mm SLR film camera with full manual controls is required. This is a film-based course conducted in a wet darkroom environment.

COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
· Demonstrate how to expose film with proper focus, shutter speed, and aperture settings for the conditions.
· Demonstrate how to accurately use a light meter to control film exposure.
· Demonstrate how to compose a photograph aesthetically.
· Demonstrate a working knowledge of film and paper chemistries.
· Demonstrate how to load roll film onto the reel and develop the film.
· Demonstrate and produce proper contact sheets.
· Demonstrate how to generate 8 x 10 enlarged prints.
· Demonstrate how to use contrast filters to alter/improve prints.
· Demonstrate how to dodge and burn prints as needed.

PROGRAM OUTCOMES
· Capture with intent using manual exposure, precise focus, and color control across diverse lighting conditions.
· Light with purpose by skillfully combining natural, artificial, and mixed lighting setups to shape mood and define form in portraits, products, and environments.
· Edit with precision using professional workflows in Adobe Photoshop, Bridge, ACR and others to prepare images for print, web, social media, and emerging digital markets.
· Apply business and professional practices including pricing, contracts, rights management, and industry ethics consistent with industry standards.
· Communicate effectively with clients and collaborators through clear briefs, organized workflows, and timely delivery.
· Navigate the industry landscape by understanding career paths in retail, commercial, editorial, and fine art photography and preparing for either employment or transfer to a four-year institution.
· Develop a cohesive portfolio that demonstrates technical mastery, creative consistency, and alignment with employment, freelance, or transfer goals.

OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. The faculty at Columbus State has identified the following institutional learning goals:
· Professional and Life Skills
· Technological Competence
· Communication Competence
· Critical Thinking

COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED
A single lens reflex (SLR) camera with the ability to accept interchangeable lenses that uses 35mm analog film. A minimum of 10 Negative sleeves, 100 sheets of  Black & White printing paper and a towel for wet-lab, darkroom work.

SPECIAL COURSE SAFETY CONCERN
Because this course involves the use of photographic chemicals during film development and darkroom printing, participation requires direct contact with materials that may pose potential health risks.
· For safety reasons, students who are pregnant, may become pregnant or are breastfeeding are strongly advised not to enroll in this course due to possible chemical exposure. If a student becomes pregnant during the semester, it is recommended that they withdraw from the course to prevent any potential risk to their personal health or fetal development.

TEXTBOOK 
Black & White Photography: A Basic Manual, 3rd edition, Henry Horenstein

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
· Lectures, online video instruction & class discussions
· Demonstrations and examples
· Critiques and feedback
· Peer-to-peer collaboration
· Social media utilization for asynchronous class interaction and discussion

ASSESSMENT
Columbus State Community College is committed to assessment (measurement) of student achievement of academic outcomes.  This process addresses the issues of what you need to learn in your program of study and if you are learning what you need to learn.  The assessment program at Columbus State has four specific and interrelated purposes: (1) to improve student academic achievements; (2) to improve teaching strategies; (3) to document successes and identify opportunities for program improvement; (4) to provide evidence for institutional effectiveness.  In class you are assessed and graded on your achievement of the outcomes for this course.  You may also be required to participate in broader assessment activities.

STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
Each student's course grade will be comprised of the following weighted components averaged according to the following ratio based on the standard 100-point grading scale for each category as specified by the college. 
· Quizzes 		5% (Five oral and written quizzes – 1% each)
Assess understanding of terminology, camera operation, exposure control, film development, and darkroom safety.
· Test #1 		7% 	Film & Camera Exam
Demonstrate knowledge of film types, exposure relationships, camera mechanics, and composition fundamentals.
· Test #2 		7% 	Timed Print Test
Apply darkroom printing skills under timed conditions, showing mastery of exposure, contrast, and print finishing techniques.

· Projects – 81% Total
· Project #1 	4% 	Photogram: Light Without a Camera
Create cameraless images with an enlarger, using objects and light to explore tone, form, and abstraction while learning basic darkroom processes.
· Project #2 	6% 	Exposure Bracketing: Perfecting the Negative
Photograph single scenes using varied exposures to evaluate density and contrast, then develop and analyze the negatives for optimal tonal range.
· Project #3 	8% 	Motion Studies: Time and Movement
Experiment with shutter speed to capture both frozen, panning, and blurred action. Demonstrate how motion control influences mood and storytelling.
· Project #4 	8% 	Depth of Field: Focus and Emphasis
Use aperture settings creatively to explore shallow and deep focus. Compose images that guide viewer attention through controlled sharpness and perspective.
· Project #5 	10% 	Light Control: Natural and Modified Illumination
Study the relationship between light and subject form. Use reflectors, diffusers, flash, and natural sources to control contrast and model dimension.
· Project #6 	12% 	The Portrait: Light, Gesture, and Tone
Photograph a human subject, applying lighting, composition, and posing techniques to reveal character and emotion in  Black & White.
· Project #7 	14% 	Texture & Contrast: The Expressive Print
Produce fine black-and-white prints emphasizing texture, tonal depth, and craftsmanship through advanced dodging, burning, and contrast filtration.
· Project #8 	19% 	Final Portfolio: Personal Vision
Present a cohesive portfolio of ten final prints that showcase technical precision, creative intent, and a refined understanding of analog process from capture to print.

· Total 100%

GRADING SCALE
· A = 90-100 Points
· B = 80-89 Points
· C = 70-79 Points
· D = 60-69 Points
· E = 59 Points and below

ATTENDANCE POLICY & PARTICIPATION REPORTING
Columbus State is required by federal law to verify the attendance of students receiving Federal Title IV aid or Veterans Affairs benefits. Instructors must report students who never attend or are failing a course, which may result in automatic administrative withdrawal. Attendance is determined by each instructor based on “significant and meaningful academic activity,” as defined by the CSCC Financial Aid Office and Enrollment Services (must be passing the course at the time of reporting). Contact the Financial Aid Office for details on how withdrawals may affect eligibility.
Note: Quizzes/Exam will NOT be accepted after the deadline so please plan accordingly. Do not wait until the last minute to discover that you are having trouble with your browser settings. All late projects will be marked off 5% per day (even a partial day). All missed quizzes or exams receive a zero. Any project more than 7 days late will not be accepted.

AI & PHOTOGRAPHY
The Digital Photography program:
• Recognizes artificial intelligence as a rapidly evolving tool that is shaping the future of image-making and visual communication.
• Encourages students to develop awareness of AI’s growing role in editing, enhancement, and visual analysis within the photography industry.
• Emphasizes understanding the ethical implications of AI use, including issues related to authenticity, authorship, and digital manipulation.
• Promotes critical thinking about the relationship between photographic truth and AI-generated or AI-altered imagery.
• Prepares students to engage responsibly with AI technologies in advanced courses and professional practice.
In FOTO 1100 –  Black & White Photography, however, the goal is to build a foundation in genuine camera operation, exposure/focus control, composition, and film/print processing through your own photographic work. All submitted work must originate from your camera and your own post-production process. This ensures authentic learning, creative growth, and mastery of core traditional photographic principles.

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT
As an enrolled student at Columbus State Community College, you have agreed to abide by the Student Code of Conduct as outlined in the Student Handbook.  You should familiarize yourself with the student code.  Columbus State expects you to exhibit high standards of academic integrity, respect, and responsibility.  Any confirmed incidence of misconduct, including plagiarism and other forms of cheating, will be treated seriously and in accordance with College Policy and Procedure 7-10.

PLAGIARISM
According to the Student Code of Conduct and Academic Misconduct Policy, plagiarism includes submitting work presented as one’s own that has been wholly or partially created by another individual—for example, using images sourced online in place of original work. Intent is not a determining factor; plagiarism, whether deliberate or unintentional, constitutes a violation of academic integrity and is treated as academic dishonesty. So do your own work.

PROJECT RULES (to be accepted for grading)
1. New Work Only – This Semester!
All photos must be taken this semester (covered in Week 1).
2. Sharp Images Required
Blurry images will not be graded. Review your shots on-screen and reshoot if needed. If images remain soft, check that your shutter speed is at least 1/60 sec or faster (or use a tripod). Intentional motion blur, panning, or shallow-depth effects are fine when part of the project goal.
3. Flash Use
Flash can be an effective creative tool when used with purpose and control. On-camera pop-up flash should generally be avoided, except when used intentionally as fill light for outdoor portraits or panning assignments. In portrait work, flash helps create catchlights in the eyes, balances exposure, and adds dimension to the subject, enhancing the overall visual impact. Rather than relying on flash as an automatic response to low light, think of it as a way to shape mood, highlight details, and improve image quality. If you choose to use flash, be prepared to explain your creative and technical reasoning. 
4. No Pet Snapshots
Casual pet photos are not permitted for projects. If you plan a deliberate, well-composed pet image that fits the assignment concept, get prior approval from your instructor.
5. Avoid Snapshot Photography  
Focus on intentional and deliberate composition and lighting. Strive to create images that show planning, purpose, and control rather than casual, haphazard shots. Furthermore, while photography can happen anywhere, your chances of success are generally higher when working outdoors, where light is abundant, dynamic, and easier to shape naturally. Avoid indoor photography and use the advantages of outdoor settings—directional light, shadow, and atmosphere—to strengthen the visual impact of your images. 
6. New Work Only – This Semester!
Rule 1 again (that is how important it is), all photographs must be created during this semester—no previous work may be submitted.

COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at  http://www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “ Syllabus Statements”.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION
	WEEK
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS
	ASSIGNMENTS + READINGS
	ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE

	Week 1 – Course Orientation & Camera Foundations
	Identify and describe the parts, settings, and controls of a 35 mm SLR camera. Demonstrate proper loading, focus, shutter speed, and aperture operation. Review course outcomes, darkroom safety, and lab protocols.
	Begin Project 1 – Photogram: Light Without a Camera 
📖 Read: Ch. 1 “An Overview” & Ch. 2 “The Camera Body” (pp. 1–28)
	Project 1 due end of Week 3

	Week 2 – Understanding Exposure & Light Meters
	Demonstrate accurate use of handheld or in-camera light meters to measure exposure. Apply the Law of Reciprocity to determine equivalent exposures.
	Continue Project 1 experimentation in lab. 📖 Read: Ch. 3 “The Camera Lens” & Ch. 4 “The Shutter” (pp. 29–68) Quiz 1 – Camera Parts & Exposure Basics 
	Quiz 1 due end of Week 2

	Week 3 – Film Development & Photogram Completion
	Demonstrate film-processing workflow: loading reels, mixing chemistry, and developing film safely. Evaluate tonal range and form in photogram prints.
	Submit Project 1 – Photogram 
📖 Read: Ch. 5 “Film Exposure” (pp. 69–96)
	Project 1 due end of Week 3

	Week 4 – Film Chemistry & Critique
	Demonstrate working knowledge of film and paper chemistries. Identify and mix developer, stop bath, and fixer. Critique photogram prints for tone and composition.
	Critique Project 1; review Project 2 specifications. 
📖 Read: Ch. 6 “Film Developing” (pp. 97–130) Quiz 2 – Film Development & Darkroom Safety 
	Quiz 2 due end of Week 4

	Week 5 – Exposure Bracketing & The Perfect Negative
	Capture bracketed exposures for the same scene to analyze negative density and contrast. Develop and dry film properly.
	Project 2 – Exposure Bracketing 
Test #1 – Film & Camera Exam 
📖 Read: Ch. 7 “The Negative” (pp. 131–154)
	Project 2 & Test #1 due end of Week 5

	Week 6 – Contact Sheets & Negative Evaluation
	Produce and evaluate contact sheets for exposure accuracy, composition, and contrast. Select negatives for enlargement.
	Continue printing work for Project 3 – Motion Studies 

📖 Read: Ch. 8 “Making the Print,” contact printing sections (pp. 155–182)
	No submission this week

	Week 7 – The Art of Motion Control
	Use shutter speed to capture frozen, blurred, and panned motion. Demonstrate expressive control of movement and timing.
	Continue Project 3 – Motion Studies 
📖 Read: Review Ch. 4 “The Shutter” (pp. 43–56) Quiz 3 – Motion & Shutter Speed 
	Project 3 due end of Week 8

	Week 8 – Enlarging & Contrast Techniques
	Demonstrate enlarger focusing, exposure test strips, and contrast-filter use. Print with controlled highlight and shadow detail.
	Submit Project 3 
Begin Project 4 – Depth of Field 
📖 Read: Ch. 8 “Making the Print,” filters & enlarging (pp. 182–205)
	Project 3 due end of Week 8

	Week 9 – Depth of Field & Composition Control
	Explore shallow and deep focus via aperture control and lens selection. Compose images emphasizing spatial depth and balance.
	Continue Project 4 – Depth of Field 
📖 Read: Ch. 3 “The Lens,” aperture & focus depth (pp. 33–42)
	No submission this week

	Week 10 – Light Control & Timed Print Test
	Use natural and artificial light to shape subject form and texture. Employ reflectors, diffusers, or flash for tonal separation.
	Project 4 
Test #2 – Timed Print Test 
Begin Project 5 – Light Control 
📖 Read: Ch. 10 “Camera Accessories,” flash & filters (pp. 245–262)
	Project 4 & Test #2 due end of Week 10

	Week 11 – Printing Mastery & Critique
	Analyze prints for tonal balance, contrast, and composition. Apply dodging and burning for expressive tonal control.
	Continue Project 5 – Light Control 
📖 Read: Ch. 9 “Final Touches,” dodging, burning, toning (pp. 207–230) Quiz 4 – Print Quality & Light Control 
	Quiz 4 due end of Week 11

	Week 12 – The Portrait: Light, Gesture, and Tone
	Apply lighting, composition, and posing techniques to capture expressive portraits revealing personality and emotion.
	Submit Project 5 
Begin Project 6 – The Portrait 
📖 Read: Ch. 10 “Camera Accessories,” flash & lighting aids (pp. 245–256)
	Project 5 due end of Week 12

	Week 13 – Advanced Darkroom Techniques
	Refine printing using advanced filtration, contrast control, dodging, and burning. Develop a personal printing style.
	Submit Project 6 – The Portrait 
📖 Read: Appendix 3 “Negative and Print Problems” (pp. 281–288)
	Project 6 due end of Week 13

	Week 14 – Texture, Contrast, and Expressive Printing
	Create prints emphasizing texture, tonal depth, and surface detail. Prepare final work for critique and portfolio submission.
	Project 7 – Texture & Contrast 
📖 Read: Ch. 11 “Alternative Techniques, Processes, and Materials” (pp. 263–280) Quiz 5 – Texture & Contrast Techniques 
	Project 7 due end of Week 14

	Week 15 – Final Portfolio & Critique
	Assemble and present a cohesive portfolio of ten final prints demonstrating creative intent and technical mastery. Participate in peer critique and final review.
	Project 8 – Final Portfolio: Personal Vision Review for Final Exam (Test #3)
📖 Read: Appendix 4 “Film, Paper, and Chemical Brands” (pp. 289–294)
	Project 8 due end of Week 15

	Week 16 – Final Exam Week
	Test #3 – Final Exam Due
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