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COURSE: ENGL 2270—Introduction to Folklore

INSTRUCTOR:

CREDITS: 3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 3

PREREQUISITES: ENGL 1100 with a B or higher; OR ENGL 2367, 2467, 2567, 2667, 2767 (enrolled, or C or higher)

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
This course studies oral folklore, e.g., folk music, proverbs, myths, legends, folktales; customary folklore, e.g., superstitions, folk religion, folk festivals, folk customs; and 3) material and folk traditions, e.g., carving, quilting, architecture food ways, costumes. Activities include fieldwork, reading and writing assignments, group work, and a special project.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of the course, students should be able to
· Employ principles of reading, terminology, and literary theory in defining and identifying essential characteristics of folklore and texts.
· Use appropriate folklore terminology to analyze, interpret, and/or evaluate literary and social texts as exemplars of various genres of folklore.
· Examine and reflect on how the intersections of a variety of factors such as race, gender, sexuality, class, disability, ethnicity, and/or nationality contribute to the creation of folklore as products of human imagination, tradition, and critical thought.
· Examine and reflect on the influence of relationships among diverse historic, economic, political, and/or social groups, reflected the different types of folklore.
· Create and convey original interpretations and presentations of multiple folklore categories, clearly and effectively, using appropriate folklore theory and terminology.

INSTITUTIONAL LEARNING GOALS
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals identified below:

· ILG #1: Critical Thinking - recognize, define, and explore ways of thinking about folklore.
· ILG #6: Communication Competence - Write and speak clearly and effectively in language appropriate to the audience, technology, purpose, and contexts.
· ILG #7: Cultural and Social Awareness - Identify historic, political, cultural, social, environmental, or economic factors that contribute to the creation and perpetuation of folklore.

Students are assessed on achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.

COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED
Access to a computer for the following: word-processing, internet and library researching, emailing, using Blackboard, saving work electronically, etc.

TEXTBOOK, MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS
The Study of American Folklore (AF) Jan Harold Brunvand, 4th ed.
Living Folklore (LF) Martha C. Sims and Martine Stephens, 2nd ed.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Lecture, readings, and class discussion.

STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION:
Short Written Responses 	10% 
Oral presentation 		15% 
Critical Analysis Essay 	20%
Fieldwork Project Proposal 	10% 
Fieldwork Project 			25%
Team Teach Presentation 		20%

GRADING SCALE
90-100=A	80-89=B	70-79=C	65-69=D	Below 65=E

ATTENDANCE POLICY
Attendance is important to the success of this class and to your development as a writer. Because this course requires class participation, interpersonal interaction, and peer review, students should attend all classes for the full class time. Faculty are under no obligation to provide make-up assignments for students who have missed class. Understandably, sometimes students miss class because of life’s circumstances. Because faculty do not want to judge the validity of an excuse, there is no need to return to class with a doctor’s excuse. If you are absent, your final grade may be affected since you may miss class directions and instructions, and you cannot make up in-class work for which you are not present. If you stop attending class, please see the Withdrawal From Course and Financial Aid Attendance Reporting policies.

COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements.”

STARFISH ATTENDANCE REPORTING
Throughout this term, you may receive emails from notices@starfishsolutions.com regarding your grade or performance in the class. The emails and recommended actions are designed to help you be successful. Some notices are automated based on your attendance while others are manually sent by your instructor or other support services at the college. Your instructor may request a meeting with you, or request that you visit other Columbus State services, including tutoring, the learning center, student services, or the retention specialist. You may also be contacted directly by one of these services, or an advisor, because of the notifications. While you do not need to login to the Starfish system to receive the notifications, you may do so to change how you receive the messages, or to view contact information in your student profile. To log in to Starfish, you should login to Blackboard and click on the Starfish link (left hand-side under Tools). If you have any questions, please contact your instructor.

PLAGIARISM (ENGLISH DEPARTMENT POLICY)
Plagiarism, such as borrowing passages or whole documents from the Internet or other sources, and presenting another author’s actual words, ideas, organization, or conclusions as one’s own, will not be tolerated. Students who borrow another writer’s material must document their sources accordingly. Students who present as their own the material written by others will be reported to the Dean of Student Life and penalized. A confidential record of the incident will be kept on file pursuant to the Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). Because the penalty is severe, ranging from zero for the assignment to failing for the course to academic dismissal, all students should avoid the slightest hint that they have used borrowed material without giving credit.

LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY
To be determined by instructor.

WITHDRAWAL FROM COURSE
If you decide to drop this course, you must do so officially. Please refer to the official college calendar for information about the last day to withdraw. Failure to withdraw officially from a course will result in a failing grade recorded on your transcript. Students may withdraw online via CougarWeb or complete a Registration Add/Drop Form and submit it to Department of Records and Registration (Madison Hall 201, Columbus Campus), Student Services (Moeller Hall, Delaware Campus) or at one of the Columbus State Regional Learning Centers. Students do not need an instructor’s signature to withdraw from a course.

COURSEWORK EXPECTATIONS
Columbus State’s policy states that students at schools receiving funds from the State of Ohio should be expected to do 30 hours of work for each credit earned. That means students should expect to spend about 2 hours on work outside of class for each hour spent in class (Policy Number 5-05). Students need to be aware of their out-of-class responsibilities, and they need to be aware that the inability to fulfill the requirements for a course may result in failure.

WRITING CENTER
The Columbus State Writing Centers offer help with any writing project, including coursework, scholarship and transfer essays, and job search materials. The Columbus Campus Writing Center is in the Library, 102 Columbus Hall. Services are also available at Delaware and at some regional learning centers. You can find hours and other information about Writing Center services by visiting the Writing Center website: https://www.cscc.edu/academics/departments/english/writing-center.shtml.
Columbus State is also partnering with the online tutoring service NetTutor. To access free 24-hour live tutoring, click the green “n” NetTutor logo that appears on the front page of your Blackboard course. This link will take you to a NetTutor page that lists available tutoring services. For help with a writing project in any course, choose the Live Writing Tutor and Paper Center to reach an available tutor or to upload a paper for review within 48 hours.

COMMUNICATION CENTER
The Communication Center is a campus-wide hub for presentation and performance development. Located in Union Hall 052, the Communication Center offers free tutoring to help you write and deliver a presentation for any class in any department. To make an appointment or cancel an existing appointment, log into Blackboard and select Starfish. The Starfish link can usually be found under the "Tools" header on the Blackboard home page. You will be asked to confirm your appointment by then going to your student e-mail account for verification. If you would like to talk to a speech tutor or if you would like additional information, you may call 614-287-5391. Staffed by Communication instructors, the Center has flexible hours six days a week. Please bring your assignment directions with you as well as any work you have completed so far. We welcome individual presenters and small group presenters as well. Our expert tutors will help you present your ideas with confidence and success.

GENERAL CLASSROOM CONDUCT
Course materials, content, and discussions may involve controversial issues. Please treat these subjects with the sensitivity they deserve. Please turn off or silence communication devices. Bringing visitors, taking photographs, or using recording devices is not permitted in the classroom without advanced permission from the instructor. Please do not bring up children or leave them unsupervised in the building. Occasionally, the instructor may need to invite other faculty or participants to class. According to college rules, there should be no eating, drinking, tobacco, or e-cigarette/personal vaporizer use in the classroom.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION
UNITS OF INSTRUCTION (Introduction to Folklore: ENGL 2270)
*The assigned readings and assessments are intended as a sample only; course instructors should be able to make additions, omissions, and revisions to the assigned readings and assessments as needed.

Week 1
· Unit of Instruction: Approaching Folklore
· Student Learning Outcomes: Students should be able to recognize and define different modes and genres of folklore, including Oral/verbal, Material and Customary.
· Assigned Reading: Sims Ch. 1 and skim Brunvand 3-61
· Students will be assessed by answering the following questions both orally and in writing: Using definitions from your text or our Blackboard site give a specific example of each type from your own home or experience. Briefly explain what it is and why it falls into the category you choose: Oral/verbal, Customary and Material
-Assessment Methods: Discussion of assigned readings; genres quiz.

Week 2
· Unit of Instruction: Approaching Folk Groups
· Student Learning Outcomes: Students should be able to recognize and define different types of folk group, including their own family and work groups.
· Assigned Reading: Sims 2: Groups, and Brunvand Ch 3 Folk Groups: Bearers of American Folk Tradition
· Students will be assessed by answering the following questions both orally and in writing: 
· Define “folk group.” Give four examples of folk groups from either text. Name and explain the four ways folk groups are formed.
· Name one or two folk groups you belong to and explain briefly what makes it a folk group.
· Assessment Methods: Discussion and short response to assigned readings; Folk group quiz.

Week 3
· Unit of Instruction: Folklore Performance
Student Learning Outcomes: Students should be able to recognize texts in context including performance markers, demonstrate an understanding of basic folklore performance conventions, including terminology, performance texts, and elements of physical and social contexts, text, and textures.
· Assigned Reading: Sims Ch. 5: Performance
· Students will be assessed by answering the following questions both orally and in writing: 
· What IS the text? Give an example. Define Context and give an example. Define Texture and give an example. What is a “marker” and what does is do? In each case use our lecture notes or one of our texts for support.
· Assessment Methods: Discussion and short response to assigned readings; terminology quiz.

Week 4
· Unit of Instruction: Oral/verbal Folklore: Legends
· Student Learning Outcomes: Students should be able to demonstrate an understanding of basic types of legends, including terminology, and elements of legends.
· Assigned Reading: Brunvand, Ch. 9 Legends, and Anecdotes
· Students will be assessed by answering the following questions both orally and in writing:
· Define Legend: what makes something a legend? Name and explain four types of legends from your reading due today. Give an example of each. Describe one personal legend that you know. Be prepared to share it. 
· Assessment Methods: Discussion and short response to assigned readings, legend quiz.

Week 5
· Unit of Instruction: Oral/verbal folklore: Jokes and Riddles
· Student Learning Outcomes: Students should be able to demonstrate an understanding of basic types of jokes and riddles, including terminology, and elements of jokes and riddles.
· Assigned Reading: Brunvand Ch. 6 Riddles and other verbal puzzles.
· Students will be assessed by answering the following questions both orally and in writing: 
· Define Riddle according to Brunvand. Name and describe four types of riddles/verbal puzzles from your reading today. Give an example of each—two from your reading and our class discussion and two from your own experience. Be prepared to demonstrate how these relate to our reading. What is a “neck riddle”? Give an example.
· Assessment Methods: Discussion and short response to assigned readings, Riddle quiz.

Week 6
· Unit of Instruction: Oral/Verbal Folklore: folk music
· Student Learning Outcomes: Students should be able to produce written literary analysis of a folksinger or some folk music, with emphasis driven analysis, primary source use, and source attribution.
· Assigned Reading: Brunvand Ch 11
· Students will be assessed by answering the following questions both orally and in writing:
· Using both Brunvand and our lecture notes define “folk music.”  Name at least four types of folk music from the reading for today and give specific examples of each one. Explain how you have reached your decision. Who is Pete Seeger and why is he important to folk music? Who is Francis Child and what kinds of contributions he has made to folk music? Using lecture notes, Blackboard and our texts, write a summary of each man. 
-Assessment Methods: Discussion and short response to assigned readings and folk music quiz.

Week 7
· Unit of Instruction: Oral/Verbal Folklore: folk music
· Student Learning Outcomes: Students should be able to produce written literary analysis of a folksinger or some folk music, with emphasis driven analysis, primary source use, and source attribution.
· Assigned Reading: Brunvand Chs 12 and 13
· Students will be assessed by completing the following assignment both orally and in writing:
· explore the music by one of the musicians or groups from material provided and answer the questions below in a 2- 3-page essay and a 5 –7-minute oral presentation.
· Use definitions from Brunvand or one of our handouts to support your analysis.
· Define and classify the music: Based on the definitions from our texts, handouts, and the definitions we constructed in class, offer a definition of the folk music you have chosen to describe. 
· What are the elements --lyrics, music, story, type of performance (see Sims Ch.5), type of song that makes this folk music? How do these elements make your choice of folk music? 
· Briefly explain: What about the lyrics, the music, the story, the website, and the folk group the singer addresses that make this musician fall into the genre you have classified it as? 
· Cite Brunvand or one of our handouts to support your analysis. Use MLA citation, please.
· Assessment Methods: Find some folk music or folksinger Analysis Essay and oral presentation.

Week 8
· Unit of Instruction: Preparing for fieldwork
· Student Learning Outcomes: Students should begin to understand the nature of fieldwork in folklore and learn to craft fieldwork research proposals.
· Assigned Reading: Sims Ch 7 Fieldwork and Ethnography; Handouts covering the Fieldwork assignment and creation of the folklore research proposal.
· Students will be assessed by completing the following in class assignment and practice field report: 
· Practice field work: in pairs, and using pen and paper visit a common area of our campus and collect the following data from two people:  
· Do you know any riddles? Tell me a riddle that you know and where you know it from. When you come back to the classroom write up the data in a summary describing the text, context, and textures of the experience. Once completed share your data with the class.
· Assessment Methods: practice fieldwork assignment.

	Week 9
· Unit of Instruction: Preparing for fieldwork
· Student Learning Outcomes Students should be able to understand the nature of fieldwork in folklore and be able to craft fieldwork research proposals.
· Assigned Reading: Sims Ch 8. Examples of Folklore projects.
· Students will be assessed by completing and presenting the following document: 
· a proposal that clearly states the topic, your purpose in selecting that topic, and your strategy for 	beginning your fieldwork. The proposal MUST include the following information:
· The genre of folklore and what you plan to collect (i.e., Oral/verbal:  a variety of stories about “Cry 	Baby Bridge;” legends about Ohio ghosts; your family’s Polish American foodways and recipes; your 	roommates’ finals-week superstitions and traditions; your family’s “bad vacation” stories, family 	courtship narratives.
· The folk group(s) from which you plan to collect your data (i.e., your mom and dad, friends, roommates, coworkers)
· Your strategy and schedule for collecting.
· When will you conduct your interviews or your data gathering? 
· How will you do your collecting —formally, informally, with your phone, camera?
· how many participants do you expect to have, and what kinds of questions might you ask them?
· list five or more questions you will ask: As discussed in class, make sure they are not yes/no
· A short explanation of what interests you in this topic, why you want to collect this kind of stuff, and what you think you might find out by doing so.
· A brief description of your preliminary research: The preliminary research involves locating and 	reading other materials that are available about your topic and writing up a summary of your research process and reading, and an explanation about how this background material might help you approach your own fieldwork. 
-Assessment Methods Research Proposal.

Week 10
· Unit of Instruction: Customary Folklore: superstitions
· Student Learning Outcomes: Students should be able to recognize, appreciate, and discuss aspects of customary folklore, specifically superstitions using appropriate folkloric terms and critical theoretical frameworks.
· Assigned Reading: Brunvand Ch. 14: Superstitions
· Students will be assessed both orally and in writing by answering the following questions.
· Define Superstition according to the reading. Name three types of Superstitions from the reading and give an example of each one. Collect one superstition NOT in your book (and not online): what is it, who told you and where did they get it?
-Assessment Methods: Discussion and short response to assigned readings. Superstition quiz.

Week 11
· Unit of Instruction: Customary Folklore: customs and festivals
· Student Learning Outcomes: Students should be able to recognize, appreciate, and discuss the importance of and aspects of customs and festivals using appropriate folkloric terms and critical theoretical frameworks.
-Assigned Reading: Brunvand Ch 15: customs and festival
-Students will be assessed both orally and in writing by answering the following questions:
· Define Custom. Name two types of Customs mentioned in your reading for today and give an example of each. Describe a custom from your family or a folk group you belong to.
· Briefly explain what makes you say this is a custom using support from our text.
 -Assessment Methods: Discussion and short response to assigned readings.

Week 12
· Unit of Instruction: Folklore Team teach.
· Student Learning Outcomes: Students will be able to choose and present information and activities on the folklore categories agreed upon in a group. Students should appreciate and discuss chosen folklore using appropriate literary conventions and critical theoretical frameworks.
· Assigned Reading: Team teach handouts.
· Students will be assessed both orally and in writing by answering the following questions: 
· Describe the team topic and how it meets the grading criteria according to the class handout. 
· Assessment Methods: Discussion and short response to assigned reading.

Week 13
· Unit of Instruction: Folklore Team Teach
· Student Learning Outcomes: Students should be able to recognize, appreciate, and discuss various genres of short fiction and novel using appropriate literary conventions and critical theoretical frameworks.
· Assigned Reading: to be determined by each team but cleared by instructor.
· Student teams will be assessed by the following criteria: 
· Preparation, Depth of Material Covered, 
· Team class activity—engage the class in a hands-on activity, 
· Use of visual aids: are the examples excellent and meaningful? 
· Appropriate use of time about an hour—broken into chunks, 
· Overall Creativity and Enthusiasm, 
· The Plan Handout; and 
· MLA Works Cited page.
-Assessment Methods: Presentations

Week 14
· Unit of Instruction: Material Folklore: Folk Crafts, arts, and Foodways
· Student Learning Outcomes: Students should be able to recognize, appreciate, and discuss various genres of material folklore.
· Assigned Reading: Brunvand Ch 21
· Students will be assessed by answering the following questions both orally and in writing: 
· According to our reading, define folk craft. What makes something a folk craft or folk art? Give two examples of each; one from our reading and one from your own experience/ Explain how this relates to our class discussions and our reading.
· Assessment Methods: Discussion and short response to assigned.

Week 15
· Unit of Instruction: Material Folklore: foodways
· Student Learning Outcomes: Students should be able to recognize, appreciate, and discuss various genres of nonfiction using appropriate literary conventions and critical theoretical frameworks.
· Assigned Reading: Brunvand Ch 23: Folk Foods
· Students will be assessed by answering the following questions both orally and in writing:
· Students will bring a dish or snack to share and present the answers to the following questions: 
· How does the dish you brought carry on traditions in your family or in one of your folk groups? Be sure to be specific—refer to text or handouts. 
· Where does the recipe come from and how has it been made in your life? 
· Are there specific ways to eat it? 
· When does your family, or do you prepare this?
· Assessment Methods: Discussion and short oral foodways presentation; Fieldwork project final.
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