Columbus State Community College
English Department

COURSE: ENGL 2268 Writing Creative Nonfiction

INSTRUCTOR:  Ann Palazzo

CONTACT INFO: apalazzo@cscc.edu

OFFICE HOURS (Zoom): Mon./Tues. 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. and Wed. 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. and by appointment
DEPARTMENT INFO: Nestor Hall 420, Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., (614) 287-2531
PREREQUISITES: Co-requisite of ENGL 1100
 
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:
Students are introduced to the fundamental techniques of writing creative nonfiction. Using peer group analysis and workshop techniques, students will develop short pieces in creative nonfiction which will be developed into a comprehensive body of work by the end of the semester.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Demonstrate knowledge of the historical context which produces creative nonfiction
· Read about and discuss the major social, political, philosophical, and technological events forming the foundation of creative nonfiction in various cultures and time periods.  

Practice techniques used to analyze a text
· Students will synthesize, integrate, and connect information by creative nonfiction using techniques associated with the various subgenres
· Students will evaluate and incorporate appropriate sources into formal written assignments.

Practice critical reading, writing, and discussion of creative nonfiction
· Students will read and discuss the stylistic conventions associated with creative nonfiction, apply literary strategies in their own writing, and evaluate unpublished student submissions in a workshop format.

Communicate effectively
· Use the appropriate elements of creative nonfiction to articles which are stylistically and soundly developed.
· Work collaboratively by reading student submissions and discussing suggestions for improvement in a workshop environment.

Collaborate during the writing process in a social setting
· Work with others to improve their own and others’ texts
· Balance the advantages of relying on others with taking responsibility for their own work

Demonstrate rhetorical knowledge
· Write about nonfiction using standard literary terminology and other literary conventions
· Write clearly and effectively in standard English appropriate to the audience and purpose by completing a series of writing assignments.

Adapt composing processes to electronic environments
· Demonstrate responsible and effective use of electronic source material.
· Use technological resources searching for and obtaining source materials for a research paper.  

GENERAL EDUCATION GOALS:
1. Critical Thinking
2. Effective Communication
3. Community and Civic Responsibility
4. Information Literacy

EQUIPMENT AND MATERIAL REQUIRED:
Access to a computer for the following: word-processing, Internet and library researching, emailing, using Blackboard, saving work electronically, etc.

TEXTBOOK, MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS:
Miller, Brenda, and Suzanne Paola. Tell It Slant: Creating, Refining, and Publishing Creative Nonfiction. Third Edition. New York: McGraw-Hill 9781260454598

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS:
Lecture, class discussion, peer revision and editing activities, writing workshops. Individual conferences with instructor.  Electronic interaction via discussion boards.  
 
ASSESSMENT: 						
Columbus State Community College is committed to assessment (measurement) of student achievement of academic outcomes.  This process addresses the issues of what you need to learn in your program of study and if you are learning what you need to learn.  The assessment program at Columbus State has four specific and interrelated purposes: (1) to improve student academic achievements; (2) to improve teaching strategies; (3) to document successes and identify opportunities for program improvement; (4) to provide evidence for institutional effectiveness.  You are assessed and graded on your achievement of the outcomes for this course, and may also be required to participate in broader assessment activities.

STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION:
 
	Class Participation..........................
	20%

	Event Participation Assignment....
	10%

	Creative Articles (4)..…................
	40%

	Writing Exercises………………...
	20%

	Finished Portfolio..........................
(Revised Work)
	10%



GRADING SCALE:
Grading for Creative Articles will follow English Department standards, which are based on content, organization, expression, and mechanics. To compute final course grades, the following values are assigned to the standard letter grades of A through E:
 90-100= A   80-89=B    70-79=C.   60-65=D.   Below 65 = E


ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
This course requires class participation, interpersonal interaction via the discussion board, and online workshops.  Students with more than the equivalent of one week of absence may find their grades seriously affected; students with more than the equivalent of two weeks of absence may be in danger of failing the course.  

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT:				 
As an enrolled student at Columbus State Community College, you have agreed to abide by the Student Code of Conduct as outlined in the Student Handbook.  You should familiarize yourself with the student code.  The Columbus State Community College expects you to exhibit high standards of academic integrity, respect and responsibility.  Any confirmed incidence of misconduct, including plagiarism and other forms of cheating, will be treated seriously and in accordance with College Policy and Procedure 7-10.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
The English Department values academic integrity as essential to building and maintaining a learning community that fosters excellence in educational and scholarly activities. Any work completed for this course provides an opportunity for learning and growth. Plagiarism (i.e., presenting another author’s words, ideas, or organization as one’s own without attribution) hinders this growth, opposes academic integrity, and undermines student credibility. While students may face demands on time, fear of failure, and confusion about how to cite or paraphrase source material, it is the student’s responsibility to seek out guidance on avoiding plagiarism. Remember, every student is an integral part of building a community of trust. To promote academic integrity, if plagiarism is identified in an assignment, it may earn a zero and be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. To learn more about academic integrity at Columbus State, we recommend the resources available at:
https://www.cscc.edu/academics/academic-integrity/

USE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI)
The submission of work generated by artificial intelligence (AI) (without explicit permission from the instructor) constitutes a violation of CSCC's student code of conduct. Faculty may use AI/plagiarism-detection tools in order to ensure that student writing is original and human-created.

FOCUS ATTENDANCE REPORTING: 
This course is part of FOCUS--a student success tool (powered by Starfish®) at Columbus State. Throughout this term, you may receive emails from FOCUS@cscc.edu regarding your grade or performance in the class. The emails and recommended actions are designed to help you be successful. In addition, your instructor may request a meeting with you or request that you visit other Columbus State services, including tutoring, the learning center, student services, or the retention specialist. You may also be contacted directly by one of these services, or an advisor, as a result of the notifications. While you do not need to login to the FOCUS system to receive the notifications, you may do so to change how you receive the messages, or to view contact information in your student profile. To log in to FOCUS, you should login to Blackboard and click on the FOCUS link (left hand-side under Tools). If you have any questions, please contact your instructor.

GENERAL COURSE CONDUCT
Course materials, content, and discussions may involve controversial issues. Please treat these subjects with the sensitivity they deserve. All perspectives and those who hold diverse viewpoints are encouraged as long as they are respectfully addressed. Also, be sure to review netiquette policies prior to posting on our discussion board or drafting emails.  

COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at https://www.cscc.edu/syllabus

WITHDRAWAL FROM COURSE
If you decide to drop this course, you must do so officially.  Please refer to the official college calendar for information about the last day to withdraw.  Failure to withdraw officially from a course will result in a failing grade recorded on your transcript.  Students interested in dropping a course should first visit for more information: https://www.cscc.edu/academics/drop-a-class.shtml

COURSEWORK EXPECTATIONS
Columbus State’s policy states that students at schools receiving funds from the State of Ohio should be expected to do 45 hours of work for each credit earned. That means students should expect to spend about 2 hours on work outside of class for each hour spent in class (Policy Number 5-05). Students need to be aware of their out-of-class responsibilities, and they need to be aware that the inability to fulfill the requirements for a course may result in failure.

WRITING CENTERS
The Columbus State Writing Centers offer help with any writing project, including coursework, scholarship and transfer essays, and job search materials. The Columbus Campus Writing Center is located in the Library, 102 Columbus Hall. Services are also available at Delaware and at some regional learning centers. For more information about the various locations, hours of service, how to make an appointment, as well as online tutoring options, visit the Writing Center website: https://www.cscc.edu/academics/departments/english/writing-center.shtml 


  

