 “Science fiction is any idea that occurs in the head and doesn't exist yet, but soon will, and will change everything for everybody, and nothing will ever be the same again. As soon as you have an idea that changes some small part of the world you are writing science fiction. It is always the art of the possible, never the impossible.” – Ray Bradbury
 
ENGL 2240- Introduction to Science-Fiction
 
Instructor: 

DEPARTMENT INFO: Nestor Hall 420, Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., (614) 287-2531
CREDITS: 3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 3	
PREREQUISITES:  ENGL 1100 with a C or higher; OR ENGL 2367, 2467, 2567, 2667 with a C or higher

 
 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Office hours are times where your instructor is available to answer any question you might have, or to work with you on a particular project or reading assignment. The pre-set hours do not require an appointment. A link will be sent to you for those sessions. Any session you’d like outside of those pre-assigned hours will require an appointment.

Office Location:
email:  
 
Description of Course
The historical roots and literary forms of science fiction are introduced.  From their readings and viewing of films, students will write critiques and research papers about science fiction as a literary genre.
 
Textbook Information
 
Weslyan Anthology of Science Fiction, Arthur B. Evans, ed.; Istvan Csicsery-Ronay, Jr., ed.; Joan Gordon, ed.; Veronica Hollinger, ed.; Rob Latham, ed.; Carol McGuirk, ed.


Student Learning Outcomes
 
By the end of the course, students should be able to:

· Employ principles, terminology, and methods of literary criticism in order understand and interpret science fiction works.
· Analyze and interpret primary works of science fiction as a literary genre.
· Explore a wide range of science fiction stories and how their imaginative ideas reflect critical thought. 
· Understand the historical context and cultural impacts of science fiction. 
· Convey concepts and evidence related to human endeavors as explored in science fiction.

 
 
Institutional Learning Goals
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals identified below:


· ILG #1: Critical Thinking
· ILG #6:  Communication Competence
· ILG #7: Cultural and Social Awareness
 
Students are assessed on achievement of these outcomes.  Names will not be used when reporting results.  Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.



 
COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED
Access to a computer for the following: word-processing, internet and library researching, emailing, using Blackboard, saving work electronically, etc. Notebooks and pens or a laptop are helpful.
 
 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Active and Collaborative learning, short lecture, readings, and discussion of science fiction short stories.


STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION:
 
	Essay One
	25%
	1,000 words
	Textual Response
 

	Essay Two
	25%
	1,500 words
	Critical Analysis
 

	Mid-Term
	10%
	750 words
	Short Critical Analysis
 

	Final Exam
	15%
	1,200 words
	Comparative Analysis
 

	Homework/In-class
	25%
	TBD
	Responses and In-class Work

	Total
	100%
	 
	 


 
 
 
GRADING SCALE
90-100=A      80-89=B      70-79=C      65-69=D      Below 65=E
 
COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at this website.

CLASSROOM CIVILITY
This course will serve as our community. We will meet, read, write, talk, and learn together. In order for each member of our community to think, learn, and grow, we must all feel safe and welcome. It is okay for us to disagree, have differences of opinion, and to ask questions, but we must be kind and respectful to each member of our community. Supporting our classroom community means communicating respectfully, refraining from behaviors that distract from learning, and respecting the perspectives of our peers. Each student should be familiar with CSCC's Student Code of Conduct, available at this website. 

ATTENDANCE 
Attendance is being present and participating in the academic course community, whether in a synchronous class, an online asynchronous environment, or both. Class attendance is essential to learning and succeeding as a student and writer. To successfully meet the course objectives, it is essential to engage with instructional materials and actively participate in class activities. Missing these activities may impact your ability to achieve your desired outcomes and your grade in the course. If you miss class activities, you should communicate with your instructor as soon as possible. Instructors are under no obligation to provide make-up assignments or extend deadlines. You should also be aware of how missing class applies to Financial Aid Attendance Reporting policies. 

STARFISH ATTENDANCE REPORTING
Throughout this term, you may receive emails from notices@starfishsolutions.com regarding your grade or performance in the class.  The emails and recommended actions are designed to help you be successful.  Some notices are automated based on your attendance while others are manually sent by your instructor or other support services at the college. Your instructor may request a meeting with you, or request that you visit other Columbus State services, including tutoring, the learning center, student services, or the retention specialist.  You may also be contacted directly by one of these services, or an advisor, as a result of the notifications. While you do not need to login to the Starfish system to receive the notifications, you may do so to change how you receive the messages, or to view contact information in your student profile.  To log in to Starfish, you should login to Blackboard and click on the Starfish link (left hand-side under Tools).  If you have any questions, please contact your instructor.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
[bookmark: _Hlk194487550]The English Department values academic integrity as essential to building and maintaining a learning community that fosters excellence in educational and scholarly activities. Any work completed for this course provides an opportunity for learning and growth. Plagiarism (i.e., presenting another author’s words, ideas, or organization as one’s own without attribution) hinders this growth, opposes academic integrity, and undermines student credibility. While students may face demands on time, fear of failure, and confusion about how to cite or paraphrase source material, it is the student’s responsibility to seek out guidance on avoiding plagiarism. Remember, every student is an integral part of building a community of trust. To promote academic integrity, if plagiarism is identified in an assignment, it may earn a zero and be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. To learn more about academic integrity at Columbus State, we recommend the resources available at this website.

USE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI)
The submission of work generated by artificial intelligence (AI) (without explicit permission from the instructor) constitutes a violation of CSCC's student code of conduct. Faculty may use AI/plagiarism-detection tools in order to ensure that student writing is original and human-created.



