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COURSE NUMBER:  EMS 2001 COURSE TITLE: Disaster Planning & Incident Command Systems 
 
CREDITS:  2.0   CLASS/CONTACT HOURS PER WEEK: Online course; expect to spend 2-4 hours per week 
 
PREREQUISITES:  EMS 1860   
 
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: This course is for pre-hospital providers and public health officials as an introduction to disaster planning. Students will evaluate the history and types of disasters, both natural and man-made and develop disaster plans involving public health agencies. For course completion each student will be developing an actual disaster plan. 
 
COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Students who complete the Disaster Planning & Incident Command course will be able to: 
· Complete Federal Emergency Management Agency required training for emergency responders (IS 100 and IS 700) 
· Recognize and identify differences between man-made and natural disasters. 
· Integrate public health responses with outcomes from the disaster and how to prepare for similar disasters in the future. 
· Conduct a needs assessment for disaster planning. 
· Identify obstacles/challenges in developing and implement disaster plans. 
· Develop community disaster preparedness, mitigation, and response plans for natural and man-made events. 
 
PROGRAM OUTCOMES:  Demonstrate technical proficiency in all skills necessary to fulfill the role of an entry level EMT or paramedic. 
 
OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING  
For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below: 
ILG # 1 Critical Thinking  
ILG # 6 Communication Competence 
 
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college. 
 
TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS 
Public Health Emergency Preparedness, A Practical Approach for the Real World 
Authors: Suzet McKinney and Mary Elise Papke 
Publisher: Jones and Bartlett Learning 
ISBN #: 978-1-284-06925-9 
 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS 
Instructor guided assignments, case study scenarios, discussion board participation, and independent research. 
 
STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION 
	IS 100/IS 700:  
	10 points possible (IS 100 certificate 5 points, IS 700 certificate 5 points) 

	Reaction Paper: 
	20 points possible (2 Reaction Papers, each worth 10 points) 

	Discussion Boards: 
	45 points possible (9 Discussion Boards, each worth 5 points) 

	Disaster Plan/Final: 
	25 points possible (Disaster Plan, worth 25 points) 

	Total Possible:  
	100 points 


 
 
GRADING SCALE 
Final grades will be based on the following scale: 
	             100 - 90 points = 
	A 

	              89 - 80 points = 
	B 

	              79 - 70 points = 
	C 

	              69 - 60 points = 
	D 

	              59 -   0 points = 
	E 


 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 
As an online class, attendance is determined by your participation. Students are expected to participate in weekly course activities.  Assignments not completed by due dates will not be accepted and the student will receive a “0” for a grade. 
 
COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS 
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”. 
 
UNITS OF INSTRUCTION 
Part I:  Public Health Emergency Preparedness 
a. What is Public Health Emergency Preparedness? 
b. Legal Issues in Public Health Emergency Preparedness. 
 
Part II: Hazards and Threats 
a. Chemical, Biological, Nuclear and Explosive Events 
b. Natural Disasters and Unintentional Emergencies 
c. Pandemics 
d. Epidemiology and Surveillance in Preparedness and Response 
 
Part III:  The Preparedness Cycle 
a. Hazard Assessment and Planning 
b. Training, Exercising, and Evaluating 
 
 
Part IV:  Incident Management 
a. Multiagency Coordination Systems, Information Sharing, and Interoperability 
b. Community Preparedness and Recovery 
c. Crisis and Emergency Risk Communication 
d. Medical Countermeasures 
e. Medical Surge 
 
Part V:  Conclusion 
a. Leadership for the Future of Public Health Preparedness 
 
	 
	UNIT OF 
INSTRUCTION 
	LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES/GOALS 
	ASSESSMENT METHODS 
	ASSIGNMENTS 
	ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE 

	Week 1 
 
	History of 
Emergency 
Management 
	Define public health 
emergency preparedness. 
 
 
Describe how mitigation impacts disaster planning. 
 
 
Define the roles and responsibilities of the 
Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
(FEMA) 
 
	Formative discussion 
	Discussion Board Ch 1 in text 
	Sunday of Week 1 by 23:59. 

	Week 2 
 
	Legal Issues in 
Public Health 
Emergency 
Preparedness 
	Define the roles and responsibilities of the 
Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
(FEMA) 
 
Identify the impact of laws that affect EMS operations regarding response to disasters. 
	Formative discussion  Summative FEMA course completion with exam. 
	Discussion Board FEMA course assignment 
Ch 2 in text 
	Sunday of Week 2 
by 23:59   
 
FEMA Course IS 100 and IS 700 are due Sunday of Week 7 by 23:59. 

	Week 3 
 
	Hazards & Threats 
	Compare and contrast disasters- one man made and one natural). Identify any changes in preparedness from lessons learned in previous events.  
 
	Formative discussion; 
 summative written assignment. 
	Written Essay Chapters 3- 5 in text. 
	Sunday of Week 3 by 23:59. 



	 
	UNIT OF 
INSTRUCTION 
	LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES/GOALS 
	ASSESSMENT METHODS 
	ASSIGNMENTS 
	ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE 

	Week 4 
 
	Hazards & Threats 
	Reflect on personal experience in the EMS work setting related to the recent pandemic. 
 
 
	Formative discussion 
	Discussion Board Ch 6 in text 
	Sunday of Week 4 by 23:59. 

	Week 5 
 
	Preparedness Cycle 
	Develop an EMS specific plan on responding to a specific type of disaster. 
 
	Formative discussion; formative assignment 
	Disaster Plan 
Outline – Written 
Assignment #1 
	Sunday of Week 5 by 23:59. 

	Week 6 
 
	Hazards & Threats 
	Reflect on personal experience with a response that included a hazardous material component and analyze using concepts learned so far in the course. 
 
	Formative discussion  
	Discussion Board Chapters 7-8 in text. 
	Sunday of Week 6 by 23:59. 

	Week 7 
 
	Incident 
Management 
	Describe the Incident 
Command System 
 
Describe roles and responsibilities of local first responders and emergency managers. 
 
	Summative FEMA course completion with exam. 
	FEMA Course Assignment 
	FEMA Course IS 100 and IS 700 are due Sunday of Week 7 by 23:59. 
 

	Week 8 
 
	Incident 
Management 
	Identify audiences and customers to communicate with during a disaster. 
 
Identify obstacles to communication during a disaster. 
 
	Formative discussion 
	Discussion Board Chapter 9 in text. 
	Sunday of Week 8 by 23:59. 

	Week 9 
 
	Preparedness Cycle 
	Consider the disaster response resources in your area and how those agencies might be utilized/incorporated into a community-wide response. 
 
	Formative discussion 
	Discussion Board Chapter 10 in text. 
	Sunday of Week 9 by 23:59. 



	 
	UNIT OF 
INSTRUCTION 
	LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES/GOALS 
	ASSESSMENT METHODS 
	ASSIGNMENTS 
	ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE 

	Week 10 
 
	Incident 
Management 
	Discuss the duties/responsibilities/ education/authority required of a public information officer in your community.  
	Formative discussion 
	Discussion Board Chapter 11 in text 
	Sunday of Week 10 by 23:59. 

	Week 11 
 
	Incident 
Management 
	Describe how social and economic factors affect communities at risk during a disaster.  
 
Describe how mitigation impacts disaster planning. 
 
	 Formative discussion 
	Discussion Board Ch 12 in text. 
	Sunday of Week 11 by 23:59. 

	Week 12 
 
	Hazards & 
Threats 
Terrorism 
	Describe how social and economic factors affect communities at risk during a disaster. 
 
 Apply course concepts learned to analysis of recent disaster event. 
 
	 Formative discussion 
	Discussion Board Ch 13-14 in text 
	Sunday of Week 12 by 23:59. 

	Week 13 
 
	Risk Assessment
Incident 
Management 
Preparedness 
Cycle 
	 Apply course concepts learned to analysis of recent disaster event. 
	Formative discussion Summative written assignment 
	Disaster Response 
Analysis-Written 
Assignment #2 
	Sunday of Week 13 by 23:59. 

	Week 14 
 
	Disaster Plan Development 
	Give examples of how recovery efforts apply to disaster planning before an incident and in recovering post incident. 
 
Identify a special needs 
population and determine considerations they 
may need when preparing disaster plans.  
 
 
	Formative written assignment 
	Disaster Plan Draft posted to discussion board. 
	Sunday of Week 15 by 23:59 

	 
	UNIT OF 
INSTRUCTION 
	LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES/GOALS 
	ASSESSMENT METHODS 
	ASSIGNMENTS 
	ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE 

	Week 15 
 
	Disaster Plan 
Development 
Draft 
	Give examples of how recovery efforts apply to disaster planning before an incident and in recovering post incident. 
 
Identify a special needs 
population and determine considerations they 
may need when preparing disaster plans. 
	Formative written assignment Formative discussion 
	Disaster Plan 
Development Draft
	Sunday of Week  15 by 23:59 

	Week 16 
 
	Finals Week 
	Create a Disaster Plan for the agency in which you are employed or desire to become employed. 
	Summative written assignment 
	Final Disaster Plan 
And peer feedback posted on Discussion Board 
	Sunday of Week 16 by 23:59. 
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