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COURSE NUMBER: EMS 1109 COURSE TITLE: Search & Rescue-Wilderness EMT 
 
CREDITS: 5.0  CLASS/CONTACT HOURS PER WEEK:  3.6 lecture; 4.4 lab 
 
PREREQUISITES:  None   
 
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: This course will prepare the student to function in many search and rescue situations and improve missing person incident interoperability. The course will focus on responses to urban, rural, and wilderness environments.  The course is taught over and above the minimum requirements of NASAR (National Association of Search and Rescue) for the SAR Technician – Level III certification and students can challenge the NASAR on-line exam upon completion of the course. 
 
COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
· Explain the concepts of wilderness search and rescue 
· Demonstrate the skills needed to conduct a missing person search 
· List the NASAR safety and survival principles 
· Explain general and basic missing person incident management 
 
PROGRAM OUTCOMES:  Demonstrate technical proficiency in all skills necessary to fulfill the role of an entry level paramedic. 
 
OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING  
For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below: 
ILG # 1 Critical Thinking  
ILG # 3 Quantitative Skills  
ILG # 5 Technical Competence  
ILG # 6 Communication Competence 
 
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college. 
 
COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED / SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Dress for classroom experience is casual. Dress for Field Training Exercise (FTX), your Lab sessions, is as follows: Keeping weather in mind, it is best to dress in layers. Blue jeans or BDU type long pants are required, sturdy footwear such as hiking or military style boot (ankle support). No flip-flops, sandals, or other open toe shoes. Clothing cannot display any offensive language or graphics. Visible tattoos cannot display any offensive language or graphics.   Knives and firearms are always inappropriate to have in class. The use of a multi tool is appropriate during FTX Lab sessions.    
 
TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS 
No textbook required for this course.  All course materials will be provided. 
 
Optional Reading: 
Lost Person Behavior, Robert J. Koester, ISBN-13: 978-1879471399 (optional) The SAS Guide to Tracking, Bob Carss, ISBM-13-1599214375 (optional) 
 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS 
Classroom, Field Training Exercises, skills labs, video, and mock scenarios. 
 
FTX SESSIONS (Lab) 
We will be meeting out of class several times during the course in various locations within Delaware County. A map and schedule will be provided.  Any student who arrives to an FTX session dressed inappropriately or acts in an unsafe manner will be asked to leave and will not receive credit for the FTX session.  FTX sessions CAN NOT be made up.  If you miss an FTX session you will get a zero for that session.  
 
STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION 
Grading is based on points earned through testing, activities and field training exercises. The current possible points and grade scale can be located on the course schedule. 
 
IMPORTANT TO NOTE:  Classroom group activities and Field Training Exercises (FTX) - CAN NOT BE MADE UP! It is the student’s responsibility to attend class.  Quizzes and test can be made up if the student is absent on the next day of attendance. 
 
GRADING SCALE Total Possible Points for the course: 	525  	 	90% -100%- A = 495-525 	 	 80% -89%  - B = 440-494 70%-79%-    C=385-439 60%-69%      D=330-384 Less than 60%  E= 320 or less 
 
PLAGIARISM  
No portion of work created by someone else may be used in any assignment of this course without proper citations of the author in an acceptable source citation format.  You must not copy information from the textbook or any other published source without giving credit.   
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 
Attendance will be taken at the start of each class. Though attendance, by policy, is not a part of the grade for the course, participation in all activities is vital to the successful completion of this course.  Students who miss class are responsible to keep up with coursework including textbook readings, handouts, and lecture notes.  
 
COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS 
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”. 
 
 
UNITS OF INSTRUCTION 
Introduction to Search & Rescue and Incident Command 
Search & Rescue Resources 
Search Philosophy Search Operations & Tactics 
Land Navigation & Orienteering 
Clue Awareness & Mantracking 
Rescue Operations and Communications 
The Search Incident Manager 
Missing Person Behavior & Search Data 
The Search Area 
SAR Safety, Survival & Equipment 
Emergency Actions During Remote Medical Incidents 
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	EMS1107 - SEARCH & RESCUE - CLASS SCHEDULE (Spring Semester, January-May)

	Keep track of classes by placing a next to completed days.

	Lec 
Hrs
	Lab 
Hrs
	
	Class Day
	Topics, testing and Exercises
	Lec 
Hrs
	Lab 
Hrs
	
	Class Day
	Topics, testing and Exercises

	4.0
	0
	o
	Day 1
	Course Introduction
	4.0
	0.0
	o
	Day 14
	SAR Equipment & 24 Hour SAR Pack

	
	
	
	
	Search and Rescue Background
	
	
	
	
	Wilderness Safety

	
	
	
	
	Legal & Ethical Considerations
	4.0
	0.0
	
	
	Review

	4.0
	0
	o
	Day 2
	The Incident Command System
	
	
	o
	Day 15
	Quiz #4

	
	
	
	
	Search & Rescue Resources
	4.0
	0.0
	o
	Day 16
	Wilderness Survival

	
	
	
	
	SAR Communications
	
	
	
	
	

	4.0
	0.0
	o
	Day 3
	Review
	0.0
	4.0
	o
	Day 17
	FTX#1: Wilderness Survival

	
	
	
	
	Quiz #1
	
	
	
	
	

	2.0
	2.0
	o
	Day 4
	Land Navigation
	2.0
	2.0
	o
	Day 18
	Clue Consciousness & Tracking

	2.0
	2.0
	o
	Day 5
	Orienteering
	0.0
	4.0
	o
	Day 19
	FTX#2: Tracking & Clue Recognition

	4.0
	0.0
	o
	Day 6
	Review
	4.0
	0.0
	o
	Day 20
	Review

	
	
	
	
	Quiz #2
	
	
	
	
	Quiz #5

	0.0
	4.0
	o
	Day 7
	Wilderness Medical Considerations & 
Equipment
	4.0
	0.0
	o
	Day 21
	Wilderness Rescue Operations

	3.0
	1.0
	o
	Day 8
	Introduction to Urban Search & Rescue
	0.0
	4.0
	o
	Day 22
	Ropes & Knots

	
	
	
	
	USAR Structure Markings
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	USAR Operations & Tactics
	0.0
	4.0
	o
	Day 23
	FTX#3: Rescue Operations

	
	
	
	
	Wide Area Search Operations & Tactics
	
	
	
	
	

	4.0
	0.0
	o
	Day 9
	Review
	4.0
	0.0
	o
	Day 24
	Review

	
	
	
	
	Quiz #3
	
	
	
	
	Quiz #6

	2.0
	2.0
	o
	Day 10
	Introduction to Search Theory
	0.0
	4.0
	o
	Day 23
	FTX#4: Missing Person Incident #1

	
	
	
	
	Missing Person Behavior
	
	
	
	
	

	2.0
	2.0
	o
	Day 11
	Resource Allocation & ICS Forms
	4.0
	0.0
	o
	Day 25
	FTX #4 Review

	
	
	
	
	Tabletop Missing Person Exercise
	
	
	
	
	

	4.0
	0.0
	o
	Day 12
	Midterm (1) Exam Review
	0.0
	4.0
	o
	Day 26
	FTX#5: Missing Person Incident #1

	4.0
	0.0
	o
	Day 13
	Midterm (1) Exam
	4.0
	0.0
	o
	Day 27
	FTX #5 Review

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Midterm (2) Exam Review

	Total Lecture Hrs:
	39.0
	4.0
	0.0
	o
	Day 28
	Midterm (2) Exam / NASAR Exam (Opt)

	Total Lab Hrs:
	13.0
	
	
	
	
	

	GRADING
	Points Each	Testing Area	Totals	% of Grade	Grade Scale
20	Quizes	60	10% A = 90% (549 points) 50	FTX	250	41% B = 80% (488 points)
	100	Midterm Exam	200	33% C = 70% (427 points)
	10	Worksheets	100	16% D = 60% (366 points)
	Total Available Points:	610
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