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COLUMBUS STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Languages and Communication Department

COURSE: COMM 2245 Introduction to Film 
CREDITS:  3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK:  3		PREREQUISITES: ENGL 1100 or 2367

Prerequisites: Engl 1100 or equivalent with a grade of “C” or higher
Description of Course: This course will introduce students to cinema by analyzing the elements of film technique: literature, story, drama, editing, movement, acting, sound, photography, mise en scene, and theory. Film as cultural product will also be considered. Course activities will include critical viewing, tests, and writing assignments.
Student Learning Outcomes:
Students will
1. Acquire a language of cinematic terminology.
2. View feature length films and evaluate them using cinematic terminology.
3. Complete synthesis analyses of feature length films.
4. Present analyses of the films in essays and examinations.
5. Develop critical viewing skills by establishing criteria for judging the quality of a film.
6. Develop a descriptive definition of cinema as a collaborative art form.
7. Develop enthusiasm for and appreciation of cinema.
8. Develop desire to share their appreciation of cinema with others.

INSTITUTIONAL LEARNING GOALS:

Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course COMM 1105, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals identified below:
ILG# 1 Critical Thinking
ILG# 5 Technical Competence
	ILG# 6 Communication Competence
	ILG# 7 Cultural and Social Awareness

Course Material Requirements
1. Consistent and reliable access to a computer updated per CSCC guidelines and the Internet
2. You will be expected to purchase at least one movie ticket and to rent/borrow other films. 
Textbook: Bordwell, David. Film Art. 13th ed. New York: McGraw Hill, 2024. When you registered for the course you received instant access to all course materials.
General Instructional Methods:
During the course, students will
· view feature length films
· review a film in a theater
· view documentary/instructional films
· read the textbook
· practice use of cinematic terminology
· write short papers
· prepare synthesis analyses of feature length films
· take quizzes and examinations
Assessment: Columbus State Community College is committed to assessment (measurement) of student achievement of academic outcomes. This process addresses the issues of what you need to learn in your program of study and if you are learning what you need to learn. The assessment program at Columbus State has four specific and interrelated purposes: to improve student academic achievement
 In class you are assessed and graded on your achievement of the outcomes for this course. You may also be required to participate in broader assessment activities.
Methods for Evaluation:
LearnSmart			60 points
Quizzes			120 points
Short Response Writings 	100 points
Film Review			 20 points
Long Synthesis Analysis 	100 points
Final Exam			100 points
Grading Scale:
A 450-500 90%
B 400-449 80%
C 350-399 70%
D 325-349 65%
E 324-0 64% and below
SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Course Content: Film is an art. Both form and content in art are often controversial. You may view and analyze films whose form and content you may find controversial for one reason or another. Films may include language, nudity, adult situations, violence, or other forms or content that you may find distasteful or offensive. Film substitutions will not be made to accommodate your belief systems. Intellectual participation will be expected.
Film Review and Film Assignments: You are required to view at least one film in a movie theatre at your own expense. While most films for the course are available in Blackboard through a CSCC subscription service, on occasion you may be responsible for film rental or purchase to complete an assignment.
Testing: All tests may be completed from your home computer.
ATTENDANCE POLICY
Weekly participation in the course will be required in the form of Blackboard discussions, readings, comments on peer work, the completion of tests and exams and quizzes, and the completion of assignments.
COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”.
Units of Instruction:
	
	UNIT OF
INSTRUCTION
	LEARNING
OBJECTIVES/GOALS
	ASSESSMENT
METHODS
	ASSIGNMENTS

	Week 1
	
	
	
	Register for Connect

Read all course materials (syllabus and Blackboard announcements)

Look ahead to films for the term

	Week 2
	Chapter 1: Film as Art
	LO: 1 - 8
	Discussion board, film review,
exercises, quizzes
	Discussion board 1

LearnSmart chapter 1

Quiz 1


	Week 3
	Chapter 2: Film Form
	LO: 1 - 8
	Discussion board, film review,
exercises, quizzes
	Watch film: Dances with Wolves

Discussion board 2

LearnSmart chapter 2

Quiz 2


	Week 4
	Chapter 3: Narrative Form
	LO: 1 - 8
	Discussion board, film review,
exercises, quizzes
	Discussion board 3

LearnSmart chapter 3

Quiz 3


	Week 5
	Chapter 4: Mise-en-scene
	LO: 1 - 8
	Discussion board, film review,
exercises, quizzes
	Watch film: Being John Malkovich

Discussion board 4

LearnSmart chapter 4

Quiz 4


	Week 6
	Chapter 5: Cinematography
	LO: 1 - 8
	Discussion board, film review,
exercises, quizzes
	Watch film: Big Fish

Discussion board 5

LearnSmart chapter 5

Quiz 5


	Week 7
	Chapter 6: Editing
	LO: 1 - 8
	Discussion board, film review,
exercises, quizzes
	Watch film: The King’s Speech

Discussion board 6

LearnSmart chapter 6

Quiz 6


	Week 8
	Look ahead to Long Synthesis Paper

Look ahead to Film Review
	LO 1 - 8
	Film review
	Watch one of the following films: Black Panther, Crazy Rich Asians, or Singin' in the Rain 

Watch an “art” film now playing in theatre

	Week 9
	Chapter 7: Sound in Cinema
	LO: 1 - 8
	Discussion board, film review,
exercises, quizzes
	Watch film: Billy Elliot

Discussion board 7

LearnSmart chapter 7

Quiz 7


	Week 10
	Chapter 8: Style and Form
	LO: 1 - 8
	Discussion board, film review,
exercises, quizzes
	Watch film: Citizen Kane

Discussion board 8

LearnSmart chapter 8

Quiz 8


	Week 11
	Chapter 9: Film Genres
	LO: 1 - 8
	Discussion board, film review,
exercises, quizzes, essay
	Watch film: Rear Window

Discussion board 9

LearnSmart chapter 9

Quiz 9

Film Review


	Week 12
	Chapter 10: Documentary, Experimental, and Animated Films
Chapter 11: Film Criticism

	LO: 1 - 8
	Discussion board, film review,
exercises, quizzes
	Watch film: The Clock

Discussion board 10

LearnSmart chapters 10 and 11

Quizzes 10 and 11


	Week 13
	Chapter 12: Historical Changes in Film Art

Film Adaptations
	LO: 1 - 8
	Discussion board, film review,
exercises, quizzes
	Watch film: Choose your favorite film

Discussion board 12

LearnSmart chapter 12

Quiz 12


	Week 14
	Work on final draft of Long Synthesis Analysis
	LO: 1 - 8
	 Film review, essay
	

	Week 15
	Submit Long Synthesis Analysis 
	LO: 1 - 8
	Film review, essay
	Long Synthesis Analysis

	Week 16
	Finals Week
	LO: 1, 4, 5, 6
	Exam
	 Final exam
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