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Communication 2208: Communication for the Mass Media

PREREQUISITES: ENGL 1100 or equivalent	CREDITS: 3
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:
This course prepares students to communicate effectively with the mass media (newspapers, magazines, radio and television) through press conferences, news releases, feature stories, research reports and statements. Students will prepare and present a portfolio of news and feature stories, brochures, flyers, research and other course assignments.

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES:
1. Students will learn the characteristics of various mass media.
2. Students will know the difference between writing for print media and broadcast media.
3. Students will learn how to evaluate and write for various audiences.
4. Students will write news stories for print and broadcast media.
5. Students will apply appropriate professional standards for grammar, style and accuracy in their work.
6. Students will be able to identify the advantages and disadvantages of employing different media to reach different audiences and achieve specific goals.
7. Students will prepare a portfolio of their work.

COURSE MATERIALS
Access to a computer with Internet connection for completion of all assignments.
TEXTBOOK AND OTHER READINGS:
Required: Jan Johnson Yopp and Katherine C. McAdams. Reaching Audiences: A Guide to Media Writing.
Allyn and Bacon
Optional: The Associated Press Stylebook and Brief on Media Law
COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENT: STUDENT RESOURCES, RIGHTS, AND RESPONSIBILITIES.
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”.

STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION:
Course Questionnaire Week 1 = 5 points
Discussion posts/replies worth 12 points X 5 = 60 points Assignment from calendar worth 20 points X 5 = 100 points Assignment from calendar worth 35 points X 3 = 105 points Assignment from calendar worth 55 points X 2 = 110 points Final Feature Story = 80 points
Course Total = 460 points
GRADING SCALE
100-90% A;
80-89% B;
70-79% C;
65-69% D;
64%- E/EN

	
Week
	Course
Learning Outcomes
	
Reading
	
Assignments

	1
	
CLO #1
	
-Syllabus
	-Assignment due: Complete/Submit Course Questionnaire for 5 points

-Assignment due: Discussion #1 Post for 9 points

	2
	CLO #1,
#3
	Chapter 1, “Understanding Today’s Audience”
	- Assignment due: Textbook homework assignment (Exercise 3 from Chapter 1) for 20 points

-Assignment due: Discussion #1 Replies for 1.5 points each

	3
	CLO #3,
#5
	Chapter 2 “Tools for Writers: Spelling, Grammar, Style, and Math”
	- Assignment: Begin thinking about Final Feature Story (due finals week)

	4
	
CLO #3,
#5, #6
	
Chapter 3, "Editing for Audiences”
	· Assignment due: Exercise 2 from Chapter 3 for 20 points

· Assignment due: Discussion #2 Post for 9 points

	5
	
CLO #1,
#3, #5
	Chapter 4, “Guidelines for Good Writing”
	- Assignment due: Exercise 1 from Chapter 4 – pick 2 and Exercise 2 from Chapter 4 –pick 2 for
20 points

- Assignment due: Discussion #2 Replies for 1.5 points each

	6
	CLO #4,
#5, #7
	Chapter 5, "Getting to the Point"
	- Assignment due: Exercise 1 from Chapter 5 and Exercise 5 from Chapter 5 – pick 1, write a lead for 35 points

	7
	CLO #2,
#6
	Chapter 6, “Beyond the Lead: Writing the Message”
	· Assignment: Begin Exercise 3 from Chapter 6
(due NEXT week)

· Assignment due: Discussion #3 Post for 9 points



	8
	CLO #4,
#5, #7
	Chapter 7, “Specific Story Formats”
	· Assignment due: Exercise 3 from Chapter 6 for 55 points
· Assignment due: Discussion #3 Replies for 1.5 points each

	9
	
CLO #3,
#4, #5, #7
	Chapter 8, “Writing for Digital Delivery”
	- Assignment due by 11:59pm EST Sunday 3/27: Exercise 2 from Chapter 8 for 20 points

	10
	CLO #3,
#4, #5, #7
	Chapter 9, “Research and Observation”
	- Assignment due: Exercise 3 from Chapter 9 - at least 4 different sources needed for 35 points

	11
	
CLO #3,
#5, #6
	Chapter 10, “Interviewing, Quotes, and Attribution”
	· Assignment: Continue to work on Final Feature Story (due finals week)

· Assignment: Discussion #4 Post due for 9 points

	12
	CLO #1,
#3, #5, #6
	Chapter 11, “Recognizing Bias and Stereotypes” AND Chapter 12, “Legal and Ethical Issues”
	· Assignment due: Exercise 5 from Chapter 12 – pick 2 and explain for 20 points
· Assignment due: Discussion #4 Replies for 1.5 points each

	13
	CLO #2,
#4, #5, #7
	Chapter 13, “Broadcast Media”
	- Assignment due: Exercise 4 from Chapter 13 for 35 points

	14
	
CLO #3,
#5, #6
	Chapter 14, “Strategic Communication”
	· Assignment: Begin Exercise 2 from Chapter 14
(Due NEXT week)

· Assignment due: Discussion #5 Post due for 9 points

	15
	CLO #3,
#4, #5, #6,
#7
	Chapter 14, “Strategic Communication”
	· Assignment due: Exercise 2 from Chapter 14 for 55 points

· Assignment due: Discussion #5 Replies due for
1.5 points each

	16
	
	
	



	
	CLO #4,
#5, #7
	
	Assignment due: Final Feature Story (see Blackboard guidelines) for 80 points
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