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ARTS AND SCIENCES DIVISION
Languages and Communication Department
 


COURSE: COMM 1100: 	Introduction to Communication Theory 
CREDITS:  3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK:  3		
PREREQUISITES: ENGL 1100 or 2367

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE 
Introduction to Communication Theory provides an overview of some of the major theories, perspectives and approaches guiding our understanding of communication in various contexts.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Demonstrate understanding of elements of the communication process and the requisite skills for becoming effective communicators in a variety of contexts 
2. Define and explain basic terms, principles, and theories of interpersonal, group, organizational, intercultural, public, and/or media communication 
3. Critically apply communication theories to a variety of contexts 
4. Identify major theorists in the field of communication 
5. Demonstrate understanding of the foundation of communication theory in preparation for advanced study 

INSTITUTIONAL LEARNING GOALS
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course COMM 1100, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals identified below:
1. ILG#1 Critical Thinking
1. ILG#6 Communication Competence
1. ILG#7 Cultural and Social Awareness

In class students are assessed on your achievement of these outcomes.  Names will not be used when reporting results.  Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.

TAG Outcomes:
	1. Demonstrate understanding of elements of the communication process and the requisite skills for becoming effective communicators in a variety of contexts

	2. Define and explain basic terms, principles, and theories of interpersonal, group, organizational, intercultural, public, and/or media communication

	3. Critically apply communication theories to a variety of contexts

	4. Identify major theorists in the field of communication

	5. Demonstrate understanding of the foundation of communication theory in preparation for advanced study



COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED
Consistent and reliable access to a computer updated per CSCC guidelines and the Internet

TEXTBOOK, MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS
West, Richard and Turner, Lynn.  Introducing Communication Theory: Analysis and Application. New York: McGraw-Hill. 2024 Release. You have instant access to this text and all learning materials upon enrollment.
Other readings as assigned will be posted on Blackboard

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Lectures, readings, class discussion 

STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
Due dates can be found under the "Assignments" button on the site):
Quizzes                                               	150
LearnSmart 				 75
Final Exam                                         	 100
Discussion Board Posts		 70
Discussion Board Responses		 30
Research Paper			 75
To determine the final grade, scores of individual grades will be added together. 
GRADING SCALE
	Excellent	A	90 – 100%
	Good		B	80 – 89%
	Average	C	70 – 79%
	Poor		D	65 – 69%
Failing		E	Below 65% 

SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Late Work: Late work is not accepted for any reason. Work submitted after the deadline will not be graded and, as such, will earn 0 points.

ATTENDANCE POLICY
Weekly participation in the course will be required in the form of Blackboard discussions, readings, comments on peer work, the completion of tests and exams and quizzes, and the completion of assignments.

COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”.

Week 1
-Unit of instruction: Thinking about Communication/Thinking about the Field
-Student learning outcomes: Students will gain knowledge of course description, goals, outcomes, text, evaluations standards, policies, and instructional units. Students will gain understanding of the field of communication theory (LO: 1 – 5)
TAG Outcomes: 1 – 5 
-Assessment methods:
LearnSmart readings, exercises, and quizzes
Discussion board postings
Responding to peer comments

Week 2
-Unit of instruction: Thinking about Theory and Research
-Student learning outcomes: Students will learn the basic elements of communication theory research (LO: 1,2,5)
TAG Outcomes: 1 – 5
-Assessment methods:
LearnSmart readings, exercises, and quizzes
Discussion board postings
Responding to peer comments

Week 3
-Unit of instruction: Social Exchange
-Student learning outcomes: Students will learn the basic elements the social exchange theory (LO: 1-5)
TAG Outcomes: 1 – 5 
-Assessment methods:
LearnSmart readings, exercises, and quizzes
Discussion board postings
Responding to peer comments

Week 4
-Unit of instruction: Expectancy Violations
-Student learning outcomes: Students will learn the basic elements of expectancy violations communication theory (LO: 1-5)
TAG Outcomes: 1 – 5 
-Assessment methods:
LearnSmart readings, exercises, and quizzes
Discussion board postings
Responding to peer comments

Week 5
-Unit of instruction: Uncertainty Reduction
-Student learning outcomes: Students will learn the basic elements of interpersonal communication theory (LO: 1-5)
TAG Outcomes: 1 – 5 
-Assessment methods:
LearnSmart readings, exercises, and quizzes
Discussion board postings
Responding to peer comments


Week 6
-Unit of instruction: Social Penetration
-Student learning outcomes: Students will learn the basic elements of interpersonal communication theory (1-5)
TAG Outcomes: 1 – 5 
-Assessment methods:
LearnSmart readings, exercises, and quizzes
Discussion board postings
Responding to peer comments


Week 7
-Unit of instruction: Groupthink
-Student learning outcomes: Students will learn the basic elements of interpersonal communication theory (1-5)
TAG Outcomes: 1 – 5 
-Assessment methods:
LearnSmart readings, exercises, and quizzes
Discussion board postings
Responding to peer comments


Week 8
-Unit of instruction: Structuration
-Student learning outcomes: Students will learn the basic elements of the structuration communication theory (1-5)
TAG Outcomes: 1 – 5 
-Assessment methods:
LearnSmart readings, exercises, and quizzes
Discussion board postings
Responding to peer comments


Week 9
-Unit of instruction: The Rhetoric
-Student learning outcomes: Students will learn the basic elements of group and public communication theory (1-5)
TAG Outcomes: 1 – 5 
-Assessment methods:
LearnSmart readings, exercises, and quizzes
Discussion board postings
Responding to peer comments


Week 10
-Unit of instruction: Narrative Paradigm
-Student learning outcomes: Students will learn the basic elements of the narrative paradigm communication theory (1-5)
TAG Outcomes: 1 – 5 
-Assessment methods:
LearnSmart readings, exercises, and quizzes
Discussion board postings
Responding to peer comments

Week 11
-Unit of instruction: Cultivation
-Student learning outcomes: Students will learn the basic elements of the cultivation communication theory. (1-5)
TAG Outcomes: 1 – 5 
-Assessment methods:
LearnSmart readings, exercises, and quizzes
Discussion board postings
Responding to peer comments

Week 12
-Unit of instruction: Uses and Gratifications
-Student learning outcomes: Students will learn the basic elements of mass communication theory. (1-5)
TAG Outcomes: 1 – 5 
-Assessment methods:
LearnSmart readings, exercises, and quizzes
Discussion board postings
Responding to peer comments

Week 13
-Unit of instruction: Media Ecology
-Student learning outcomes: Students will learn the basic elements of the media ecology communication theory. (1-5)
TAG Outcomes: 1 – 5 
-Assessment methods:
LearnSmart readings, exercises, and quizzes
Discussion board postings
Responding to peer comments

Week 14
-Unit of instruction: Communication Accommodation
-Student learning outcomes: Students will learn the basic elements of the communication accommodation communication theory. (1-5)
TAG Outcomes: 1 – 5 
-Assessment methods:
LearnSmart readings, exercises, and quizzes
Discussion board postings
Responding to peer comments

Week 15
-Unit of instruction: Standpoint
-Student learning outcomes: Students will learn the basic elements of the standpoint communication theory. (1-5)
TAG Outcomes: 1 – 5 
-Assessment methods:
LearnSmart readings, exercises, and quizzes
Discussion board postings
Responding to peer comments
Research paper

Week 16
Student learning outcomes: Students will learn the basic elements of the standpoint communication theory. (1-5)
TAG Outcomes: 1 – 5 
- Assessment Methods:  
Fina exam


2

image1.jpeg
COLUMBUS STATE

LANGUAGES AND
COMMUNICATION




