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COURSE NUMBER: CLAS 2228	10/15/2025
COURSE TITLE: Women in the Ancient Mediterranean INSTRUCTOR:	CONTACT:
CREDITS: 3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 3	PREREQUISITES: Placement into ENGL 1100

[bookmark: DESCRIPTION_OF_COURSE]DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

This course will look at the role of women over thousands of years of history throughout the Mediterranean, from northern Africa in the south to Roman territory in northern Europe and from the Mesopotamians in the east to the Celts in the west. We will explore each culture/era through the role of women in their religious stories and rituals, legal codes, education, family position, and war, paying close attention to their role as subjects and creators of art and literature. We will analyze these issues through the lens of various women’s biographies, both unremarkable commoners and royalty, through a critical examination of primary sources which will include literature, inscriptions, coinage, art, and archaeology. Throughout this study students will understand social constructs that included or excluded certain segments of society and how that ideology forms the root of culture. This will be a reading and writing heavy course.

[bookmark: COURSE_STUDENT_LEARNING_OUTCOMES]COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. Basic Knowledge: Understand the ideologies and artistic expressions of women’s place in various ancient cultures through the study of law, religion, medicine, and social position.

2. Textual Analysis: Apply critical thinking to the analysis of primary and secondary sources. Be able to interpret primary sources within the historical context of the society under study; critically analyze and compare ethical viewpoints from cultures other than the student’s own.
3. Contextual Examination: Explain the cause, effect, and the relevance of specific historical ideologies within the broader historical context of civilization; Clearly demonstrate the ability to understand and apply basic historical concepts, methodologies and approaches.

4. Breadth: Analyze cultures throughout a span of thousands of years and spanning thousands of miles from all corners of the Mediterranean.

5. Communication: Understand and articulate diverse historical interpretations and forms of communication.
[bookmark: OUTCOMES_BASED_ASSESSMENT_OF_STUDENT_LEA]OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING

Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:
ILG 1 Critical Thinking
ILG 6 Communication Competence ILG 7 Cultural and Social Awareness

In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.
[bookmark: TEXTBOOK(S),_MANUALS,_REFERENCES,_AND_OT]TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS

Middleton, Guy D. and Jenifer Neils. Women in the Ancient Mediterranean World: From the Paleolithic to the Byzantines. Cambridge University Press.

Primary source readings on our course site
Other sources used:
Giovanni Boccaccio De Mulieribus Claris Christine de Pizan The Book of the City Ladies Primary sources packet
Secondary sources packet

[bookmark: GENERAL_INSTRUCTIONAL_METHODS]GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Lecture Discussion
Primary source analysis
Various active and collaborative learning activities

[bookmark: STANDARDS_AND_METHODS_FOR_EVALUATION]STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
Examinations Research Paper Presentation
Study questions about primary and secondary sources Class participation

[bookmark: GRADING_SCALE]GRADING SCALE

90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
59 and below = E/EN
[bookmark: SPECIAL_COURSE_REQUIREMENTS]SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
None
[bookmark: COLLEGE_SYLLABUS_STATEMENTS]COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS

Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at https://www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml or on the College website Quick Links “Standard Syllabus Statement: Student Resources, Rights, and Responsibilities”.
UNITS OF INSTRUCTION

Week 1
Unit of Instruction: Introduction to the study of women in the ancient world
Assignment: Secondary Sources reader
Assessment Methods: class discussion
Week 2
Unit of Instruction: Women in Prehistory
Assignment:	Text: Chapter 1. Women in Caves
2. A Woman of Catalhoyuk
3. A Woman of Gozo Primary Sources reader
Secondary Sources reader
Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings and class discussion

Week 3
Unit of Instruction: Mesopotamia
Assignment:	Text: Chapter 5. Simatum and Kirum (Syrian)
9. Puduhepa (Hittite)
15. Atossa (Persian)
23. Mariamne (Jewish) Primary Sources reader
Secondary Sources reader
Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings and class discussion

Week 4
Unit of Instruction: Mesopotamia continued
Week 5
Unit of Instruction: Egypt
Assignment:	Text: Chapter 4. Merneith
8. Hatshepsut
12. Naunakhte Primary Sources reader Secondary Sources reader
Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings and class discussion

Week 6
Unit of Instruction: Egypt continued
Week 7
Unit of Instruction: Early Bronze Age
Assignment:	Text: Chapter 7. The Priestess of Anemospilia (Minoan)
10. Eritha and Karpathia (Mycenae)
11. Hatiba (Cyprus) Primary Sources reader Secondary Sources reader
Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings and class discussion
Week 8
Unit of Instruction: Classical Greece
Assignment:	Text: Chapter 13. Herse (Athens)
14. Pkpupes (Amazon)
17. Aristonice (Delphi)
18. Neaira (Athens)
19. Phanostrate (Attika) Primary Sources reader
Secondary Sources reader
Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings and class discussion
Week 9
Unit of Instruction: Hellenistic Greece
Assignment:	Text: Chapter 20. Olympias (Macedonian)
24. Cleopatra Selene (Ptolemaic) Primary Sources reader
Secondary Sources reader
Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings and class discussion
Week 10
Unit of Instruction: Etruria and Rome

Assignment:	Text: Chapter 21. Seianti Hanunia Tlesnasa (Etruscan)
22. Terentia (Roman)
25. Eutychis (Greek slave in Pompeii)
26. Achillia and Amazon (gladiatrices) Primary Sources reader
Secondary Sources reader
Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings and class discussion
Week 11
Unit of Instruction: Rome continued

Week 12
Unit of Instruction: Those Against Rome
Assignment:	Text: Chapter 28. Zenobia (Palmyra) Primary Sources reader
Secondary Sources reader
Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings and class discussion
Week 13
Unit of Instruction: Christianity and Islam
Assignment:	Text: Chapter 27. Perpetua (Christian)
28. Hypatia Primary Sources reader Secondary Sources reader
Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings and class discussion

Week 14
Unit of Instruction: Byzantium
Assignment:	Text: Chapter 30. Theodora (Byzantine) Primary Sources reader
Secondary Sources reader
Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings and class discussion

Week 15
Unit of Instruction: Middle Ages
Assignment:	Primary Sources reader
Secondary Sources reader
Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings and class discussion
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