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COURSE NUMBER: CLAS 1226	6/20/2025
COURSE TITLE: Classical Civilization: Byzantium INSTRUCTOR:	CONTACT:
CREDITS: 3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 3	PREREQUISITES: Placement into ENGL 1100
[bookmark: DESCRIPTION_OF_COURSE]DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
This course is a survey of the cultural legacy of the Byzantines. Emphasis is on Byzantine popular culture, court life, religion, art, and literature.
[bookmark: COURSE_STUDENT_LEARNING_OUTCOMES]COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Basic Knowledge: Students will clearly demonstrate the ability to understand and apply basic historical concepts, methodologies, and approaches.
2. Textual Analysis: Students will critically analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources regarding the culture and history of Byzantium.
3. Contextual Examination: Students will critically analyze the history of Byzantium through its intellectual, religious, artistic, and cultural contexts.

4. Breadth: The goals of the course are to introduce to students the vital society of Byzantium, the historical importance of the empire and how this great civilization served as a bridge between East and West, ancient and modern society. Students will explain the cause, effect, and the relevance of specific historical events and or periods within the broader historical context of Byzantine Civilization.
5. Communication: Students will articulate historical arguments in a variety of forms of communication.
[bookmark: OUTCOMES_BASED_ASSESSMENT_OF_STUDENT_LEA]OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:
ILG 1 Critical Thinking
ILG 6 Communication Competence

ILG 7 Cultural and Social Awareness
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.

[bookmark: TEXTBOOK(S),_MANUALS,_REFERENCES,_AND_OT]TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS

Gregory, Timothy E. A History of Byzantium. 2nd edition. Wiley, John & Sons, Incorporated, 2010.

Primary Source Material provided by the instructor
[bookmark: GENERAL_INSTRUCTIONAL_METHODS]GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS

Lecture Discussion
Primary source analysis
Various active and collaborative learning activities

[bookmark: STANDARDS_AND_METHODS_FOR_EVALUATION]STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
Quizzes Examinations Papers
[bookmark: GRADING_SCALE]GRADING SCALE

90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
59 and below = E/EN
[bookmark: SPECIAL_COURSE_REQUIREMENTS]SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
None
[bookmark: COLLEGE_SYLLABUS_STATEMENTS]COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at https://www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml or on the College website Quick Links “Standard Syllabus Statement: Student Resources, Rights, and Responsibilities”.

[bookmark: UNITS_OF_INSTRUCTION]UNITS OF INSTRUCTION
Week 1: The Crisis of the Third Century
· Student Learning Outcomes:
· explain the medieval and modern attitudes towards Byzantium
· describe the institutions of the Roman Empire and the emergence of Christianity and the Christian church
· illustrate the geographical background of Byzantine history
· understand the sources used to study Byzantine History
· identify the emperors who reign during the crisis of the Third century: Decius (249-251), Valerian (253-260), Gellienus (253-268), Claudius Gothicus (268-270) and Aurelian (270-
275)
· put in plain words the political, economic, and social problems and the philosophy and religion in the third century, such as Neoplatonism and Gnostitcism
· Assigned Reading: Gregory, Introduction and Chapter 1 More on Plotinus at:
http://www.iep.utm.edu/plotinus/
· Assessment Methods: class discussion; exam papers
Week 2: The Revival under Diocletian

-Student Learning Outcomes:
· understand the importance of Diocletian reign and the Tetrarchy administration
· expound on the military victories in Britain, Armenia, Syria, and Persia
· identify the various administrative, military, and economic reforms
· examine the religion and culture of the Diocletian era
· critically analyze Diocletian’s edict and its historical and cultural impact

· Assigned Reading: Gregory, Chapter 2
Primary Sources: More on Diocletian’s edict at
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/persec1.html
· Assessment Methods: class discussion; exam papers
Week 3: The Age of Constantine the Great
· Student Learning Outcomes:

· study the rise of Constantine as the sole emperor
· critically analyze and understand the historical and cultural impact of Donatism, Arianism, and other heresies of the era

· understand the importance of the new Capital, Constantinople, and Constantine’s
ambitious building program
· Assigned Reading: Gregory, Chapter 3 Primary Sources: More on the Edict of Milan at
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/edict-milan.html
· Assessment Methods: class discussion; exam papers

Week 4: The Fourth Century: Constantius II to Theodosios I

· Student Learning Outcomes:
· study the Empire after the death of Constantine and the reign of his sons
· examine the policies of Julian the Apostate and his struggle with the Christian Church
· look at carefully on the relationship between the Empire and the barbarian people, especially the Goths
· understand the Germanic peoples and their need for expansion
· analyze the reign of Theodosios the Great and his policies and critically examine the social and economic conditions of the fourth century
· Assigned Reading: Gregory, Chapter 4 Primary Sources:
http://www.tertullian.org/fathers/julian_apostate_galileans_1_text.htm
· Assessment Methods: class discussion; exam papers
Week 5: The Fifth Century

· Student Learning Outcomes:
· understand how Theodosios policies resulted in a permanent division of Europe up to the present time
· examine the influence women in his house, Aelia Flaccila, Eudoxia, Pulcheria, Athenais/Eudokia and Galla Placidia
· identify the Christological controversies: the Nestorian controversy and the Council of Ephesus (431), the Monophysitism and the Council of Chalcedon (451)
· study the emperors of the fifth century: Marcian, Leo I, and Anastasios I
· learn about the construction of Christian space, the organized church, the holy men, and holy women and the institution of monasticism
· Assigned Reading: Gregory, Chapter 5
Reading on: Women and Philanthropy in the History of Hellenism at http://www.goarch.org/ourfaith/ourfaith8144
· Assessment Methods: class discussion; exam papers

Week 6: The Age of Justinian
· Student Learning Outcomes:
· critically examine and discuss the historical and cultural impact of Justinian’s rule
· study the reign of Justin I and Justinian’s early year on the throne and Theodore’s
influence
· comprehend the Nika Revolt
· appreciate Justinian’s achievements, his building program and his Hagia Sophia
Cathedral, his wars of reconquest in the west, and his legal activity
· understand the theological controversy
· be familiar with his later years
· probe into Prokopios’s Secret History and his evaluation of the reign of Justinian
· Assigned Reading: Gregory, Chapter 6
Primary Sources: Procopius of Caesarea: Secret History at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/procop-anec.html

· Assessment Methods: class discussion; exam papers

Week 7: The Byzantine “Dark Ages”: Late Sixth and Seventh Centuries
-Student Learning Outcomes:
· examine the state of the empire under Justinian’s successors, Justin II, Tiberios
Constantine, Maurice, and Phocas
· appreciate the Slavic Invasions and the causes of the “Dark Ages”
· probe into Herakleios reign, the new theological controversies and the Arab invasions
· study the successors of Herakleios, Constantine IV, and Justinian II, and look at the weak emperors and the period near anarchy
· Assigned Reading: Gregory, Chapter 7
Primary Sources: Letters to Monarchs by the Prophet at http://www.pbuh.us/prophetMuhammad.php?f=LT_Monarch
· Assessment Methods: class discussion; exam papers
Week 8: The Isaurian Dynasty and Iconoclasm

-Student Learning Outcomes:
· investigate the Arab attack on Constantinople and how Leo III seized the throne of the empire
· look into the new theological controversy on the theory of Ikons
· study the outbreak of Iconoclasm and the Byzantine society of the eighth century
· explore the reign of Constantine V and the first real division in the Christian church
· survey the reign of Leo IV the Khazar and of his wife Irene

· focus on the first restoration of Ikons and the end of the Iconoclastic controversy

· Assigned Reading: Gregory, Chapter 8
· Assessment Methods: class discussion; exam papers
Week 9: Continued Struggle over Ikons
· Student Learning Outcomes:
· center on Nikephoros’s accession to the imperial throne and the establishment of new
themes
· give attention to Nikephoros’ successor, Michael I Rangabe, and Michael’s recognition of Charlemagne’s claim to the imperial title
· examine the second Iconoclasm
· study the restoration of the Ikons and the ramifications of the end of the Iconoclasm
· appreciate the importance of the Christianization of the Slavs
· Assigned Reading: Gregory, Chapter 9 Primary Sources: More on the Graptoi at
http://www.ccel.org/s/schaff/encyc/encyc11/htm/ii.xv.iii.htm
· Assessment Methods: class discussion; exam papers
Week 10: The Beginnings of the Macedonian Dynasty

-Student Learning Outcomes:
· understand the missionary activity in the Balkans and the Photian Schism
· comprehend Byzantine foreign policy

· Assigned Reading: Gregory, Chapter 10 http://www.nps.gov/archive/elro/glossary/league-of-nations.htm and http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/leagcov.htm
· Assessment Methods: class discussion; exam papers

Week 11: The Apogee of Byzantine Power
· Student Learning Outcomes:
· explore the institution of monasticism and the founding on Mount Athos
· examine the new alliances between Byzantium and the West
· appreciate the Byzantine relations with Russia
· examine the pronoia system versus western feudalism
· understand the devaluation of the Byzantine coinage and decline of the Byzantine army
· recognize the great consequences of the Great Split of 1054 and the Battle of Manzikert

· Assigned Reading: Gregory, Chapter 11
Primary Sources: More on Mount Athos at http://www.macedonian-heritage.gr/Athos/Monastery/Megisti%20Lavra.html
On the Schism of 1054 at http://orthodoxinfo.com/general/greatschism.aspx
· Assessment Methods: class discussion; exam papers
Week 12: The Komnenoi

· Student Learning Outcomes:
· explore the reasons for the First Crusade
· comprehend the influence of the Komnenoi Dynasty
· appreciate the role of aristocratic women in the Byzantine empire
· view the First Crusade from Byzantine perspective
· understand new conflicts between Byzantium and the West
· understand the shifting of power in the Balkans
· Critically examine and understand the impact of The Alexiad and the Speech of Urban II

· Assigned Reading: Gregory, Chapter 12 Primary Sources:
Anna Komneni, The Alexiad at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/AnnaComnena-Alexiad.html, (Books, 1 and 11)
The Speech of Urban II at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/urban2-5vers.html
· Assessment Methods: class discussion; exam papers

Week 13: The Aftermath of the Fourth Crusade
-Student Learning Outcomes:
· focus on the capture of Constantinople and the establishment of a Latin Empire
· examine the dismemberment of the Byzantine empire
· look at the Empire of Trebizond, the Empire of Nicaea and the Empire of Epirus
· Assigned Reading: Gregory, Chapter 13 Primary Sources included in the chapter.
· Assessment Methods: class discussion; exam papers; book review
Week 14: The Beginnings of Decline
-Student Learning Outcomes:
· expand on the politic of Andronikos II and his new alliances with the West and his opposition to the union with Rome
· learn the reasons behind the “Sicilian Vespers”
· appreciate the new Turkish threat

· describe the civil war between John Kantakouzenos and Anna Palaiologina
· put in plain words the Hesychastic movement and the social unrest
· study Serbian expansionism in Macedonia during the reign of Stephan Dusan
· recognize the new trends during the Palaiologian Renaissance, the new religious zeal and the prosperity of the monasteries of Meteora
· identify the new Turkish threat and the Byzantine need for new diplomacy with Rome
· Assigned Reading: Gregory, Chapter 14 Primary Sources in the chapter
· Assessment Methods: class discussion; exam papers
Week 15: The End of the Empire. Byzantium after the Fall of the City
-Student Learning Outcomes:
· study the last attempt by John VIII Palaiologos to secure help from the West, his visit to Florence and Union with Rome
· appraise the courageous defense and the fall of the City
· scrutinize the new ruler: Mehmet II
· analyze the influence of Byzantium on the Italian Renaissance
· survey the Despotate of Mystras as the last seat of the empire
· investigate the milet system
· review the “Heirs” of Byzantium and the Byzantine legacy
· understand the cultural and historical impact of the Decline of the Ottoman Empire

· Assigned Reading: Gregory, Chapter 15 and 16 Primary Sources: More on Constantine XI Palaiologos at http://rumkatkilise.org/constantineXI.htm
· Assessment Methods: class discussion; exam papers
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