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COURSE NUMBER: CLAS 1225	6/20/2025
COURSE TITLE: Classical Civilization: Rome

INSTRUCTOR:	CONTACT:
CREDITS: 3	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 3	PREREQUISITES: Placement into ENGL 1100
[bookmark: DESCRIPTION_OF_COURSE]DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

This course is a survey of the culture and ideas of Ancient Rome. Emphasis is on the literature, history, ideas, art, and theater of the Ancient Romans.
[bookmark: COURSE_STUDENT_LEARNING_OUTCOMES]COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. Basic Knowledge: Students will clearly demonstrate the ability to understand and apply basic historical concepts, methodologies, and approaches.
2. Textual Analysis: Students will apply critical thinking to the analysis of primary and secondary sources. Be able to interpret primary sources within the historical context of the society under study.
3. Contextual Examination: Students will critically analyze and compare ethical viewpoints from cultures other than their own. Students will be expected to understand and articulate diverse historical interpretations.
4. Breadth: The goals of the course are to introduce to students the evolving society of Rome, the historical importance of the empire and how Roman institutions are current in our world today. Students will be expected to explain the cause, effect, and the relevance of specific historical events and or periods within the broader historical context of civilization.
5. Communication: Students will articulate historical arguments in a variety of forms of communication.
[bookmark: OUTCOMES_BASED_ASSESSMENT_OF_STUDENT_LEA]OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING

Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:

ILG 1 Critical Thinking
ILG 6 Communication Competence ILG 7 Cultural and Social Awareness

In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.
[bookmark: TEXTBOOK(S),_MANUALS,_REFERENCES,_AND_OT]TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS

Mary T. Boatwrite, Daniel J. Gargola and Richard J. A.	Talbert. The Romans. From Village to Empire. Oxford University Press, 2004.
Primary Source Material provided by the instructor

[bookmark: GENERAL_INSTRUCTIONAL_METHODS]GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Lecture Discussion
Primary source analysis
Various active and collaborative learning activities
[bookmark: STANDARDS_AND_METHODS_FOR_EVALUATION]STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION
Quizzes Examinations Papers

[bookmark: GRADING_SCALE]GRADING SCALE
90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
59 and below = E/EN

[bookmark: SPECIAL_COURSE_REQUIREMENTS]SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
None
[bookmark: COLLEGE_SYLLABUS_STATEMENTS]COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at https://www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml

or on the College website Quick Links “Standard Syllabus Statement: Student Resources, Rights, and Responsibilities”.
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Week 1: Early Italy
· Student Learning Outcomes:
The students will be able to:
· describe the Mediterranean world before the appearance of the Romans in the Italian peninsula
· explain the beginning of writing, the emergence of the elite, the first cities and monumental architecture
· understand warfare in the Orientalizing and Archaic Periods and the first social and economic organizations
· study the Greek cities of Southern Italy and Sicily and the importance of the Etruscans
· Assigned Reading:
Boatwright, et al., Chapter 1

· Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings; quizzes
Week 2: Rome’s First Century
-Student Learning Outcomes:
Through this unit the students will be able to:
· understand the importance of primary sources
· expound on the beginning of the Republic
· identify Rome’s neighbors in the fifth century
· record the Struggle of the Orders
· Assigned Reading:
Boatwright et al., Chapter 2 Primary Sources from the textbook:
Dates of Rome’s Kings According to Varro
Plutarch, Romulus 11
· Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings; quizzes
Week 3: Rome and Italy in the Fourth c. B.C.
· Student Learning Outcomes:
This unit focuses on:
· the Roman officials, the Senate and the various assemblies of citizens
· the city, its gods, and its priests

· the importance of warfare and the civic order
· the dominance of Rome in Latium and Campania
· the Samnite wars and the wars in central and northern Italy and the conquest of the south

· Assigned Reading:
Boatwright et al., Chapter 3 Primary Sources from the textbook:
Livy, Servius Tullius’s Creation of the Census Dionysius of Halicarnassus, The Roman Games
· Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings; quizzes
Week 4: The Beginnings of a Mediterranean Empire
· Student Learning Outcomes:
The students will be able to:
· study the importance of sources
· examine the first and second Punic wars
· learn how the governors, provinces and empire intertwined
· understand the relationship between Rome and Spain, Greece, Asia Minor and North Africa
· Assigned Reading:
Boatwright et al., Chapter 4 Primary Sources from the textbook:
Triumph of Scipio Africanus Livy, Romans’ Vow of 217 Strabo, Slave Trade on Delos
· Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings; quizzes
Week 5: Italy and Empire
· Student Learning Outcomes:
This unit will teach students to:
· appreciate on how the relations between Rome, its Municipia and the allies were changing
· examine the influence Roman and Italian elite
· understand the new demographic and the economic changes
· study the new personalities risen in the political stage Scipio Aemilianus, Tiberius Gracchus, and Gaius Gracchus

· Assigned Reading: Boatwright et al., Chapter 5
Primary Sources from the textbook:

Polybius and Livy, Scipio Africanus’ Army Loots Cartago Nova The Background to Tiberius Gracchus’ Land Proposal (Appian)
· Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings; quizzes
Week 6: Italy threatened, Enfranchised, Divided
· Student Learning Outcomes:
This unit concentrates on:
· the changes in the Roman army
· the various civil wars
· Assigned Reading:
Boatwright et al., Chapter 6 Primary Sources from the textbook:
Sallust, Marius’ Bid for the Consulship
· Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings; quizzes
Week 7: The Domination of Sulla and Its Legacy

-Student Learning Outcomes:
The student will be able to:
· examine the Roman state under Sulla’s dictatorship
· learn about the new Senate, Tribunate, Equites and Courts
· probe into the lives of the Roman citizens and their governors
· study the civil wars and the war in the east
· understand the roles of Crassus and Cicero in Rome
· Assigned Reading:
Boatwright et al., Chapter 7 Primary Sources from the textbook:
Cicero’s Defense of Sextus Roscius Sallust, Pompey’s Letter from Spain

· Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings; quizzes
Week 8: End of the Republic: Caesar’s Dictatorship
-Student Learning Outcomes:
The students will focus on:
· the Triumvirate between Crassus, Pompey and Caesar
· Caesar’s rise to power as a dictator
· Caesar’s impact on Rome

· Assigned Reading: Boatwright et al., Chapter 8
· Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings; quizzes; exam

Week 9: Augustus and the Transformation of the Roman World
· Student Learning Outcomes:
This unit concentrates on:
· Caesar’s assassination and the second triumvirate
· the famous battle of Philippi
· the clash between Antony and Octavian
· Octavian as sole ruler of the Roman state
· society in the Augustan Age
· the consequences of the Augustan age
· Assigned Reading:
Boatwright et al., Chapter 9 Primary Sources from the textbook:
Laudatio Turiae
The Julio-Claudian Family Oath of Loyalty

· Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings; quizzes
Week 10: The Early Principate (A.D. 14-69): The Julio-Claudians
-Student Learning Outcomes:
Students will be able to:
· understand the importance of Augustus’s changes
· examine the lives and policies of Tiberius, Caligula, and Nero
· Assigned Reading:
Boatwright et al., Chapter 10 Primary Sources from the textbook:
Senatorial Decree Concerning the Elder Gnaeus Piso
Claudius’s Speech on the Admission of Gauls to the Senate

· Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings; quizzes
Week 11: The Civil War of 68-69, and Life in the Early Empire
· Student Learning Outcomes: This unit focuses on:

· the Civil war of 68-69 and Vespasian’s victory
· the major changes in the empire
· the “beneficial ideology”
· the role of women and the importance of local languages and culture
· new religious practices and the Imperial Cult
· Assigned Reading:
Boatwright et al., Chapter 10

· Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings; quizzes
Week 12: Institutionalization of the Principate: Military Expansion and Its Limits
· Student Learning Outcomes:
Completion of this unit will enable students to:
· explore the institutionalization of the Principate
· study the lives and accomplishments of Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian
· debate if this new era was a better era
· evaluate the policies of the emperors Nerva, Trajan, and Hadrian
· Assigned Reading:
Boatwright et al., Chapter 11 Primary Sources from the textbook:
The Antonine Family
Hadrian Inspects Troops at Lambaesis, Numidia
· Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings; quizzes; historical paper

Week 13: The Empire and the Provinces (69-138)
-Student Learning Outcomes:
Students will learn about:
· the new cities and the citizens of the empire
· the theater, circuses, chariot racing and the processions
· the importance of amphitheaters and gladiatorial games
· education in the empire
· the state religion and the imperial cult
· Assigned Reading:
Boatwright et al, Chapter 11
· Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings; quizzes

Week 14: Italy and the Provinces: Civil and Military Affairs (138-235)
-Student Learning Outcomes:
Students will be able to:
· study the reign and philosophy of the stoic emperor Marcus Aurelius
· learn about the struggles of Commodus and his rule as a sole Augustus after 180
· appreciate the importance of Roman Law and Roman Citizenship
· examine the emergence of Christianity and its importance to the Roman society
· Assigned Reading:
Boatwright et al., Chapter 12 Primary Sources from the textbook:
A Greek Provincial Praises Roman Citizenship Morbidity and Mortality in the Roman Empire The Severan Family
Deification Ceremonies for Pertinax in Septimius Severus’s Rome Grant of Roman Citizenship (Tabula Banasitana)
Pliny, Trajan, and Christians
· Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings; quizzes

Week 15: The Third Century, the Dominate, and Constantine
-Student Learning Outcomes:
This unit will look into:
· the changes of the mid-third century and the reign of Aurelian
· the reign of Diocletian and the new administrative system, the Tetrarchy
· the dissolution of the Tetrarchy and the Rise of Constantine to the imperial throne as a sole Augustus
· Constantine’s new policies

· Assigned Reading:
Boatwright et al., Chapter 13 Primary Sources from the textbook:
The Tetrarchs Introduce their edict on Maximum Prices
Galerius’ Edict on Toleration (Lactantius)
· Assessment Methods: study questions on primary source readings; quizzes; exam
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