[image: ]Human Services & Applied Sciences Department
Interpreter Education Program

ASL: 1100 - Introduction to Deaf Community
Instructor: Pronouns:
Email Address:
Ofﬁce Hours:
Class Meetings Days/Times: Campus Closed:
CREDIT HOURS: 2
CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 3
PREREQUISITES: Placement into ENGL 1100
Be sure to check the Academic Calendar for other dates pertaining to the Fee payment deadline and the last day to drop your courses.
COURSE TEXTBOOKS AND MATERIALS REQUIRED: Leigh I., Andrews, J., & Harris, R. (2022). Deaf
Culture: Exploring Deaf Communities in the United States. SECOND EDITION. San Diego, CA. Plural Publishing, Inc.
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: This course is designed to provide students with an overview of the Deaf Community. It focuses on the following areas of deafness: social, cultural, and educational experiences. This course also examines the employment trends and local programs and services available to the community. Additional information about the deaf community is introduced via outside readings, class discussions, and suggested cultural experiences outside of class time. This class is an Entrance Requirement for admission into the Interpreting Education Program Associate Degree program.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES GOALS:
An Introduction to Deaf Community student will be able to:
· Describe Audiology as it relates to deaf people.
· Describe Coping and Family Support as it relates to deaf people.
· Describe Etiology, Spiraling Effects, and Labels as they relate to deaf people.
· Describe Cochlear Implants as they relate to deaf people.
· Describe and identify Educational Options, the role of Interpreters, and related terminology as they relate to deaf people.
· Describe rehabilitation services and employment for deaf people.
· Describe Federal and State Laws as they relate to deaf people.
· Describe Audism as it relates to deaf people.
· Describe the languages and modes of communication used in the Deaf Community.
· Describe the Deaf President Now Protests at Gallaudet University.
· Describe and identify Adaptive Devices as they relate to deaf people.
· Name and describe public and private organizations that serve the deaf community.










has
· 
Describe the characteristics of Children of Deaf Adults.
· Develop a basic understanding of the unique relationship between deaf and hearing people at Martha’s Vineyard during the 1800s.
· Discuss the International Deaf Organizations and their impact on United States Deaf Organizations and visa versa.
GENERAL EDUCATION OUTCOMES:
Columbus State Community College’s Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. The Interpreting Education Program faculty
determined that these outcomes include the following competencies for this course:
· Critical Thinking
· Communication Competence
· Cultural and Social Awareness
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Demonstration, workbook activities, video-based activities, class activities and discussions, and use of Blackboard.
ASSESSMENT
Columbus State Community College is committed to the assessment (measurement) of student achievement of academic outcomes. This process addresses the issues of what you need to learn in your program of study and if you are learning what you need to know. The assessment program at Columbus State has four speciﬁc and interrelated purposes: (1) to improve student academic achievements, (2) to improve teaching strategies, (3) to document successes and identify opportunities for program improvement, and (4) to provide evidence for institutional effectiveness. In class, you are assessed and graded on your achievement of the course outcomes. You may also be required to participate in broader assessment activities.
EVALUATION OF STUDENT PROGRESS: The assignments will be weighted by the following percentages:


	Chapter Tests (4 Multi-Chapter Tests)
	30%

	
	

	Active Learning:
	

	Real-Life Application Project
	25%

	Class Participation
	25%

	Assignments
	20%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS:
CHAPTER TESTS (30%)
The chapter tests will assess comprehension of the subject materials covered in the chapters as well as an understanding of cultural concepts presented and discussed in classes. Students who diligently read and attend classes should do well. If you miss class on the day of the test, a makeup test will NOT be given without prior approval from the course instructor.

ACTIVE LEARNING (70%)
REAL-LIFE APPLICATION PROJECT (25%)
As a culminating activity, students will complete a real-world application project that ties together key concepts learned throughout the semester. This hands-on project is designed to provide meaningful insight into the everyday experiences of the Deaf community. Conducted over several weeks, the project will conclude with an in-class presentation where students share their findings and reflections.
CLASS PARTICIPATION (25%)
Your success in this class depends on your motivation, active presence, and engagement. This includes participating in discussions, contributing observations, joining class activities, and sharing relevant examples from your own experiences. Lack of attendance, preparation, or participation will be reflected in your final grade.
ASSIGNMENTS (20%)
Assignments are thoughtfully designed to support and reinforce the topics and skills covered in class—they are not busy work. All assignments must be your own original work, follow the guidelines provided, and reflect college-level thought and presentation.
Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the scheduled due date. Late work will not be accepted. Being absent does not exempt you from submitting an assignment on time. If you are absent, you must email the assignment to the instructor before the start of class. Then, on the day you return, you must submit a printed copy of the assignment along with a printed copy of your email showing the date and time it was sent. Highlight this information and staple it to the front of the assignment.
GRADING SCALE
100% - 90% = A, 89% - 80% = B, 79% - 70% = C, 69% - 60% = D, 59% - 0% = E
NOTE: A grade of C or higher is required in this course to enroll in IEP 1102: Beginning ASL II and IEP 1150: Linguistics of ASL & English.
Please be aware that a grade of “C” or better is required in this course to fulfill graduation requirements and/or Deaf Studies Certificate requirements.
INSTRUCTOR FEEDBACK
Instructors will make a reasonable attempt to give feedback on student assignments and tests to students within ten business days of assignment submission/test completion. Instructors do not return graded assignments in a class when outstanding assignments are pending submission.
STUDENT CONCERNS
If a student has concerns about any content, policies, or practices in this class, this concern should be addressed to the instructor directly. If the situation cannot be resolved through this discussion, the student should contact the lead faculty for the course, Dr. Marsha Moore mmoore188@cscc.edu
You may contact the Program Coordinators Dr. Royce Carpenter rcarpent@csc.edu & Assistant Professor Sara Yurkovic syurkovi@cscc.edu and/or Department Chairperson Stacey Raymond sraymon1@cscc.edu

INTERPRETER EDUCATION PROGRAM LANGUAGE PHILOSOPHY
Columbus State Community College's Interpreter Education Program is committed to an
ASL/sign-centered philosophy. All ASL/ IEP-focused interactions (including but not limited to ASL/IEP program meetings and IEP classroom and lab interactions) will maintain this commitment. In the presence of people who use sign language as their primary form of communication during these interactions, in Union Hall, second-ﬂoor hallways, and restrooms, hallways, all hearing ASL/IEP faculty and staff will use the language preferred by that person to communicate with one another. Students in the IEP program will try their best to do the same. If a non-signer is present during these interactions, an interpreter may be requested for that non-signer.
ASL COURSE LANGUAGE POLICY
Students will be introduced to a very rich deaf culture and community and will learn about the deaf culture, trends, and history of the Deaf Community. If inappropriate use of spoken language or disrespect of the culture is apparent and excessive, based on the instructor’s discretion, students may be asked to leave for the remainder of the class.
RESPECTING DEAF SPACE
Learning about the Deaf Community and its culture requires a foundational understanding of and an agreement to respect Deaf space. Deaf space in this class prioritizes visual access and equality.
Throughout the course, you will learn how to respect Deaf space. For example, paying attention in a Deaf space means maintaining eye contact with signers who are in class teaching you Deaf Culture. Participating in Deaf space means ensuring that you sit up and dress appropriately, and during recordings, your camera angle allows your signs to be visible. If participating in remote Deaf spaces, the requirement is that your camera is turned on and your microphone is muted for the entirety.

Remember to get involved with the Deaf Community! The more you interact with Deaf people and learn about their culture, the more you’ll know. Check out the next Silent Weekend and join us at other events listed outside of the ASL lab (UN 245).
ATTENDANCE
Attendance is critical to the classroom's educational experience and your success in ASL. Students are encouraged to be on time and stay for the entire class. Learning about the Deaf Community requires active engagement and discussion with other class members in a classroom or real-world environment. If an emergency occurs and a student cannot attend class, they should inform the instructor via email before the absence or as soon as possible. It is the student’s responsibility to contact a classmate to ﬁnd out about future assignments. It is also a good idea to check Blackboard.
Remember that there are no make-up tests, quizzes, homework, or ﬁnals.

AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING BY STUDENTS
Audio and video recording, transmission, or distribution of class content (e.g., lectures, discussions, demonstrations, etc.) by students is strictly prohibited unless the course instructor has provided written permission via the syllabus or a signed form. Authorization to record extends solely to students in that particular course. Transmitting, sharing, or distributing course content on public, commercial, or social media sites is strictly prohibited.
RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATIONS
It is the College’s policy to reasonably accommodate the sincerely held religious beliefs and practices of all students. The policy allows a student to be absent for up to three days each academic semester for reasons related to faith, religion, or spiritual beliefs.

Students planning to use religious beliefs or practices accommodations for course requirements must inform the instructor in writing no later than 14 days after the semester begins. The instructor is then responsible for scheduling an alternative time and date for the assessment, which may be before or after the original time and date of the assessment. These alternative accommodations will remain conﬁdential. It is the student's responsibility to ensure that all assessments and course assignments are completed.
Students with concerns should refer to the grievance process within Policy 7-16, Student Religious Accommodations. Students with concerns can also contact the Executive Assistant for the Ofﬁce of Academic Affairs at academicaffairs@cscc.edu or 614-287-5024.
RESPECTFUL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
It is important that we create a learning environment free of distractions. Please turn off ALL cell phones and other electronic devices during class. Texting during class is unacceptable! If an emergency text of call is necessary, students may excuse themselves from the classroom.
Personal laptops/notebooks used in class must be used for classroom purposes only and may not become a disruption or distraction to other students. This includes having them charged; there are not enough outlets for everyone to plug in.
USE OF BLACKBOARD AND EMAIL ACCOUNT
Always use your CSCC email account to contact your instructor. The instructor will use Blackboard to post grades, communicate with students via email, provide course materials for students, and post the course schedule and activity due dates. Students must print their copies of course materials and have them in class on the assigned due dates. Course materials may not be copied or used in
non-CSCC-related activities without the express written permission of CSCC. Students must regularly check their email and the Blackboard Announcements, Course Calendar, and Tasks for important course information. If you need assistance accessing your CSCC accounts, contact the Help Desk at 614.287.5050.
PHYSICAL CONTACT IN IEP CLASSES
Courses in the Interpreting Education Program may necessitate physical contact between students and/or instructors. This contact may include demonstrating culturally appropriate attention-getting behaviors, modeling deaf-blind communication, and/or remediating students' sign production, etc.
STUDENTS RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCESSING INFORMATION
The Interpreter Education Program goes to great lengths to offer opportunities to its students to access important information related to the college, program, and individual student needs. There are many ways that deadlines, reminders, and announcements are communicated: posted outside the IEP lab (UN 245), in many classrooms, on Blackboard, or sent to your CSCC email account. Also, the CSCC website (www.CSCC.edu) has important information about registration, fee deadlines, etc. In all cases noted above, it is your responsibility, as a student, to access information from one or more of the multiple sources. Stay informed.
GENERATION ONE TRAILBLAZERS
Are you the ﬁrst in your family to attend college? Then GOT is the group for you! The Generation One Trailblazers (GOT) is a resource group for ﬁrst-generation college students at Columbus State Community College. We provide peer support, mentoring, and other academic resources to help you make it through college. In particular, GOT sponsors social activities, workshops, and other events to help you achieve your academic goals. We also connect you with college resources and help you learn

the proper expectations to succeed in college. Check out our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/gotcscc for more information. Or email got@cscc.edu if you’d like to be enrolled in the ﬁrst-generation Blackboard organization. Congratulations on your achievements thus far! You don’t have to go through it alone. Let GOT help guide the way in blazing a new trail for you and your family!
COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”.
For additional information about your options at Columbus State Community College or to file a complaint online, please visit our webpage at: http://www.cscc.edu/services/title-ix/

Columbus State Community College
INTRODUCTION TO THE DEAF COMMUNITY Course
Semester:
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE: Every effort has been made to produce a schedule that contains accurate and up-to-date information; however, this schedule is a tentative guideline and subject to change. Please check your CSCC email and Blackboard daily for any schedule changes that may occur.

	Date
	Class Topics
	Homework/Test Dates

	Week 1
	Introduction Syllabus Course expectations Use of interpreters IDC - Truth or Myth?
	Read Chapter 1

IDC Interview Assignment
- BB

	
	Chapter 1:
Deaf Community: Past and Present
	Read Chapter 2

	Week 2
	Martin Luther King Day, No Class
	

	
	Chapter 2:
Causes of Being Deaf and Auditory Innovations, including Cochlear Implants
	Cochlear Implant Debate
– Pros & Cons Research for Debate next class (class
to be divided into 2
groups for debate)

	Week 3
	In-Class Cochlear Implant Debate – Pros & Cons

Videos: Sound and Fury Parts 1 and 2
TED Talk: Heather World
	Read Chapter 3

Assignment: Sound and Fury Reflection Paper

	
	Chapter 3: American Sign Language Guest Speaker
	Assignment: 5 Fun Facts about Martha’s Vineyard

	Week 4
	Martha’s Vineyard History
	
Read Chapter 4

	
	Review for Chapter Test (Chapters 1-3)
	

	Week 5
	In-Class Class Debate: Methods of Teaching Deaf Children (Teams will identify the best
	Units 1-3 Test (Beginning of class)



	
	language methods to teach Deaf Children)

Chapter 4: How Deaf Children Think, Learn, and Read
	Language Methods Debate – Pros & Cons Research for Debate next class (class to be divided into two groups for debate)

	
	Oralism vs Manualism
	Read Chapter 5

	Week 6
	Video: “Your Name Is Jonah”

Chapter 5: Deaf Education and Deaf Culture and Multiculturalism
	Read Chapter 6

Assignment: And My Name Is Jonah Reflections Paper

	
	Chapter 6: Deaf Identities
Video: D/deaf Identity
Video: Austin Vaday Sign Language is my Superpower

Guest Speaker
	Assignment: Create Your Own Identity Path & submit on BB

	Week 7
	Video: “Love is Never Silent” (CODA)

Discussion
	

	
	Finish Love is Never Silent (CODA) Class Discussion

Review for Chapter Test (Chapters 4-6)
	Read Chapter 7

Assignment: Love Is Never Silent Reflections Paper

	Week 8
	Chapter 7: Deaf Communities Within the Deaf Community
	Units 4-6 Test (Beginning of class)

	
	Midterm: Team Challenge (In-Class)
	Midterm Questions on BB –
Be Ready to discuss them in Class (Teams)

	
Monday March 10-15
	
SPRING BREAK - NO CLASSES
	

	Week 9
	Video: The Hammer
	Read Chapter 8

	
	Finish The Hammer
	Read Chapter 9



	
	Chapter 8: Navigating Lives Video: Audism Unveiled Deaf Gain
Hearing Privilege
	
Assignment: The Hammer Reflections Paper

	Week 10
	DeafBlind – PPTs
Video: DeafBlind Protactile
Video: DeafBlind History from Helen Keller to Today
Video: Deafblind and Thriving Guest Speakers
	Assignment: Watch the Deaf President Now Video and answer questions on BB

	
	Chapter 9: Technology and Accessibility
Captioning Project Assignment Guidelines Review for Chapter Test (Chapters 7-9)
	Read Chapter 10

	Week 11
	Chapter 10: Deaf People and the Legal System: Education, Employment, and Criminal Justice

Guest Speaker
	Units 7-9 Test (Beginning of class)

Read Chapter 11

	
	Chapter 11: Arts, Literature, and Media

Team Project Assignment – Technology, Art, Literature, and Media
	

	Week 12
	Presentations: Team Projects Team Project Discussion
	

	
	Video: Through Deaf Eyes
TED Talk: Christine Sun Kim
	Read Chapter 12

Assignment: Through Deaf Eyes & Christine Sun Kim Reflection Paper

	Week 13
	Chapter 12: Advocating and Career Opportunities
	Read Chapter 13



	
	Chapter 13: Final Thoughts on Deaf Culture and Its Future
	

	Week 14
	Captioning Project Presentations
	Captioning Project Presentations PPTs due on BB (Part 1)
Captioning Project papers due on BB (Part 2)

	
	International Deaf Organizations
	

	Week 15
	Deaf Etiquette
· Deaf Norms
· Deaf Bing
· What Deaf People Want Interpreters to Know
	Assignment: Final Reflections – See BB for details

	
	Chapters 1-13 Semester Review

Review for Final Test (Chapters 10-13)
	

	Week 16
	FINALS Week
	Chapters 10-13 Test (Beginning of class)



*** Tentative schedule and assignments are subject to change by the instructor ***
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