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COURSE NUMBER: ART 2230  	 	 	 	 	 	 	6/20/2025 
 
COURSE TITLE: Color Theory 
 
INSTRUCTOR:  	 	 	 	 	CONTACT: 
 
CREDITS:  3 	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK:  6  	PREREQUISITES: ART 1206 
 
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE 
 
This studio course is a guided exploration of color that examines the theory and artistic application of basic, intermediate, and advanced color principles through student projects, creative experimentation, lecture, and demonstration. Topics of inquiry and application include: color terminology, color schemes, effective observational image making, the principles of color organization, additive and subtractive mixing systems, and a thorough analysis of artists' pigments. In addition, students will learn and demonstrate how to critique and judge effective color communication. 
 
COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
· Demonstrate an understanding of color perception, color theory, and color application. 
 
· Demonstrate an understanding of color materials, techniques, and their application: making informed color choices as it is directed toward effective communication in composition. 
 
· Developing critical analysis during application and evaluation as an understanding of color complexities, organizational relationships, and expression. 
 
OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 
 
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below: 
 
ILG 1 Critical Thinking 
ILG 6 Communication Competence 
 
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college. 
 
COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED 
 
· Utrecht Bristol for swatches (22X30), Butter Board for mounting. Ruler and      straight edge, Graphite Pencils, Scissors, Rubber Cement and Rubber Cement Eraser; Liquitex Acrylic Paints (At least: Acra Red, Cadmium Yellow Medium Hue, Cobalt Blue Hue, Utrecht Black and White.  Water container, palette for mixing, paint brushes (Optional: 1”X1” punch) 
· Acrylic Medium, paint brushes, stretched and prepared canvas at least 30" X 30" in perimeter 
· X-acto Knife, Color Pencils 
 
TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS  
 
Itten, Johannes. The Elements of Color. Van Nostrand Reinhold Company. 
 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS 
 
Art 2230 is primarily a hands-on studio course in which the instructor will discuss color elements and principles, present visual problems, and help students to find effective solutions to exercises and projects.  As the course progresses, students will be given more complex and challenging problems in the form of projects.  It is expected that students will conspicuously develop their skill and understanding as the semester progresses.  Students should avail themselves of the instructor's input during studio time to ensure that an accurate and acceptable solution to the project is attained. 
 
STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION 
 
Students must present assignments for a critique when assignments are due.  All grading is based upon work presented at critiques; therefore, students must have the assignment completed at that time. The basic evaluation guidelines are as follows:  
· Precision and Clean Execution: Assignments should be cleanly crafted and neatly executed. 
· Students are also evaluated on their ability to achieve subtle and inventive solutions for the assignment that demonstrate an understanding of design elements and principles. 
· All assignments are graded according to the standards presented in the written guidelines and enhanced and clarified during studio time. 
 
GRADING SCALE 
 
90-100 = A 
80-89 = B 
70-79 = C 
60-69 = D 
59 and below = E/EN 
 
SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
None 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 
Students must arrive on time and participate in the studio assignments. Class time is used primarily for hands on production with instructor supervision. Each student is expected to come to class with the necessary tools and materials for the day’s assignment. It is student's responsibility to tell the instructor that they are in class if they arrive late. 
 
NOTE: if more than 1 hour late or if you leave before excused it will be counted as an absence. Students that miss class must make up the work by the following week. 
 
COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS 
 
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at  https://www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml or on the College website Quick Links “Standard Syllabus Statement: Student Resources, Rights, and Responsibilities”. 
 
UNITS OF INSTRUCTION  
 
Week 1 
· Unit of Instruction: Color Basics and relationships, Color Circle, and Color Sphere - Student Learning Outcomes: Demonstrate an understanding of color principles and organization through classroom exercises and projects. Demonstrate the ability to apply critical thinking skills through the application of color and design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: pp. 15-32; pp. 64-78 
· Assessment Methods: Critique 
 
Week 2 
· Unit of Instruction: Contrast of Hue and Saturation and Value Modulation - Student Learning Outcomes: Demonstrate an understanding of color principles and organization through classroom exercises and projects. Demonstrate the ability to apply critical thinking skills through the application of color and design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: pp. 34-36 - Assessment Methods: Critique 
 
Week 3 
· Unit of Instruction: Light Dark Contrast and Color Modulation 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Demonstrate an understanding of color principles and organization through classroom exercises and projects. Demonstrate the ability to apply critical thinking skills through the application of color and design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: pp. 37-44 - Assessment Methods: Critique 
 
Week 4 - Unit of Instruction: Cold/Warm Contrast 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Demonstrate an understanding of color principles and organization through classroom exercises and projects. Demonstrate the ability to apply critical thinking skills through the application of color and design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: pp. 45-48 - Assessment Methods: Critique 
 
Week 5 
· Unit of Instruction: Complementary Contrast 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Demonstrate an understanding of color principles and organization through classroom exercises and projects. Demonstrate the ability to apply critical thinking skills through the application of color and design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: pp. 49-51 - Assessment Methods: Critique 
 
Week 6 - Unit of Instruction: Simultaneous Contrast 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Demonstrate an understanding of color principles and organization through classroom exercises and projects. Demonstrate the ability to apply critical thinking skills through the application of color and design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: none - Assessment Methods: Critique 
 
Week 7 
· Unit of Instruction: Principle of Extension 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Demonstrate an understanding of color principles and organization through classroom exercises and projects. Demonstrate the ability to apply critical thinking skills through the application of color and design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: pp. 69-63 - Assessment Methods: Critique 
 
Week 8 - Unit of Instruction: Value Study 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Demonstrate an understanding of color principles and organization through classroom exercises and projects. Demonstrate the ability to apply critical thinking skills through the application of color and design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: pp. 55-58 - Assessment Methods: Critique 
 
Week 9 
- Unit of Instruction: Project I 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Demonstrate an understanding of color principles and organization through classroom exercises and projects. Demonstrate the ability to apply critical thinking skills through the application of color and design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: pp. 79-93 - Assessment Methods: Critique 
 
Week 10 
- Unit of Instruction: Continue Project I 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Demonstrate an understanding of color principles and organization through classroom exercises and projects. Demonstrate the ability to apply critical thinking skills through the application of color and design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: none - Assessment Methods: Critique 
 
Week 11 - Unit of Instruction: Continue Project I 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Demonstrate an understanding of color principles and organization through classroom exercises and projects. Demonstrate the ability to apply critical thinking skills through the application of color and design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: none - Assessment Methods: Critique 
 
Week 12 - Unit of Instruction: Project II 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Demonstrate an understanding of color principles and organization through classroom exercises and projects. Demonstrate the ability to apply critical thinking skills through the application of color and design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: none - Assessment Methods: Critique 
 
Week 13 - Unit of Instruction: Continue Project II 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Demonstrate an understanding of color principles and organization through classroom exercises and projects. Demonstrate the ability to apply critical thinking skills through the application of color and design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: none - Assessment Methods: Critique 
 
Week 14 
- Unit of Instruction: Continue Project II 
- Student Learning Outcomes: Demonstrate an understanding of color principles and organization through classroom exercises and projects. Demonstrate the ability to apply critical thinking skills through the application of color and design principles. 
- Assigned Reading: none - Assessment Methods: Critique Week 15 - Unit of Instruction: Continue Project II 
- Student Learning Outcomes: Demonstrate an understanding of color principles and organization through classroom exercises and projects. Demonstrate the ability to apply critical thinking skills through the application of color and design principles. 
- Assigned Reading: none - Assessment Methods: Critique 
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