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COURSE NUMBER: ART 2221  	 	 	 	 	 	 	6/20/2025 
 
COURSE TITLE: Life Drawing 
 
INSTRUCTOR:  	 	 	 	 	CONTACT: 
 
CREDITS: 3 	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 6  	PREREQUISITES: ART1205 
 
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE 
 
Art 2221 emphasizes figure drawing with a foundation in anatomical study. The student will concentrate on proportion and design to further their understanding of the human figure as a complicated three-dimensional form and its metaphoric or literal interpretation through various drawing media. In addition, students will be able to develop a more advanced and informed interpretation of life drawing within historic and cultural contexts. 
 
COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Rendering the Figure: Drawings demonstrate an ability to render the figure with visual acuity.  
 
Human Anatomical Proportions and Structure: Drawings evidence an awareness and utilization of anatomical structure and skeletal landmarks. 
 
Value, Gesture, and Expression: Drawings exhibit a facility in massing form through the rendering of value and expressing the figure through the use of gesture. 
 
Compositional Placement: Drawings indicate a further sophistication in the application of composition and design principles. 
 
OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 
 
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below: 
 
ILG 1 Critical Thinking 
ILG 6 Communication Competence 
 
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college. 
 
COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED 
 
Portfolio to carry and store your work 
Pad of newsprint (18” x 24”) 
Pad of drawing paper (18” x 24”)  
Individual sheets of quality drawing paper (will discuss specifics in class) 
Drawing board w/clips  
Drafting tape  
Erasers (pink pearl, kneaded and pencil erasers) 
Charcoal (compressed, vine 2 packs, white chalk or white pastel) 
Graphite sticks and pencils (wide range 4H to 6B) 
 Conte crayons (black, white, sepia, etc.) 
*Ink pens, markers 
*Black ink (Higgins)  
*Paint brushes (various sizes: round, flat and small brushes for detail) 
 
*Items with an asterisk are not needed right away. 
 
TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS  
 
Required: 
 
Bammes, Gottfried. The Artist’s Guide to Human Anatomy. An Illustrated reference to drawing humans. ISBN 978-0785800545 – Textbook order says “optional.” 
 
Recommended: 
 
Goldstein. Figure Drawing. 2004 
Peck. Atlas of Human Anatomy for the Artist. 1951 
Rubins. Human Figure. 1953 
Lucy Watson. Life Drawing Class: A Comprehensive Course in Figure Drawing Barbara Bradley. Drawing People: How to Portray the Clothed Figure 
 
Optional: 
 
Brown & McLean. Drawing From Life. Cengage. ISBN 9780534613532 
 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS 
 
Art 2221 is primarily a hands on studio course in which the instructor will discuss the specific approach to the drawing from direct observation, evaluation of proportion, and light and shadow modeling. As the course progresses, students will be expected to engage in more complex and challenging assignments. It is expected that students will conspicuously develop their skill and understanding as the semester progresses as well as pursue the more individualized and expressive approach to the figure drawing. Students should avail themselves of the instructor's input during studio time to ensure that an accurate and acceptable solution to the project is attained. Instruction will be delivered in the lecture format, as assigned readings, and through demonstrations. 
 
STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION 
 
Students must present assignments for a critique when assignments are due. All grading is based upon work presented at critiques; therefore, students must have the assignment completed at that time. The basic evaluation guidelines are as follows:  
 
· Precision and Clean Execution: Assignments should be cleanly crafted and neatly executed. 
· Students are also evaluated on their ability to achieve subtle and inventive solutions for the assignment that demonstrate an understanding of approaches to direct observation, proportions, anatomical landmarks, and modeling of the light and shadow. 
· All assignments are graded according to the standards presented in the written guidelines and enhanced and clarified during studio time. 
 
Students can expect to be evaluated based on following: 
 
· Class assignments 
· Homework assignments sketchbook 
· Participation in group critiques 
· Portfolio review at midterm and at the end of semester 
 
GRADING SCALE 
 
90-100 = A 
80-89 = B 70-79 = C 
60-69 = D 
59 and below = E/EN 
 
SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
All electronic devices such as cameras, cell phones, MP3 players, are to be turned off during the drawing sessions. Professional conduct during studio sessions and respect for the model during the break. 
 
Failure to properly conduct oneself during class sessions with the life model results in immediate dismissal from the class and project would have to be completed as a homework assignment. 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 
Students must arrive on time and participate in the studio assignments. Class time is used primarily for hands on production with instructor supervision. Each student is expected to come to class with the necessary tools and materials for the day’s assignment. It is student's responsibility to tell the instructor that they are in class if they arrive late. 
 
NOTE: if more than 1 hour late or if you leave before excused it will be counted as an absence. Students that miss class must make up the work by the following week. 
 
COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS 
 
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at https://www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml or on the College website Quick Links “Standard Syllabus Statement: Student Resources, Rights, and Responsibilities”. 
 
UNITS OF INSTRUCTION  
 
Week 1 
· Unit of Instruction: Measurement and Proportion 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Drawings demonstrate an ability to render the figure with visual acuity 
· Assigned Reading: Bammes, Ch. 1, 2 
· Assessment Methods: Critiques (group and individual) 
 
Week 2 
· Unit of Instruction: Anatomy and Planes (head) 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Drawings demonstrate an ability to render the figure with visual acuity. Drawings evidence an awareness and utilization of anatomical structure and skeletal landmarks 
· Assigned Reading: Bammes, Ch. 4 
· Assessment Methods: Critiques (group and individual). 
 
Week 3 
· Unit of Instruction: Anatomy and Planes (torso) 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Drawings demonstrate an ability to render the figure with visual acuity. Drawings evidence an awareness and utilization of anatomical structure and skeletal landmarks 
· Assigned Reading: Bammes, Ch. 3, 6 
· Assessment Methods: Critiques (group and individual) 
 
Week 4 
· Unit of Instruction: Skeletal Marks (arms and legs) 




Student Learning Outcomes: Drawings demonstrate an ability to render the figure with visual acuity. Drawings evidence an awareness and utilization of anatomical structure and skeletal landmarks 
· Assigned Reading: Bammes, Ch. 5, 8 
· Assessment Methods: Critiques (group and individual) 
 
Week 5 
· Unit of Instruction: Body Planes Value Study 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Drawings demonstrate an ability to render the figure with visual acuity. Drawings evidence an awareness and utilization of anatomical structure and skeletal landmarks. Drawings exhibit a facility in massing form through the rendering of value and expressing the figure through the use of gesture - Assigned Reading: Bammes, Ch. 7, review Ch. 6 
· Assessment Methods: Critiques (group and individual) 
 
Week 6 
· Unit of Instruction: Body planes (continued) 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Drawings demonstrate an ability to render the figure with visual acuity. Drawings evidence an awareness and utilization of anatomical structure and skeletal landmarks. Drawings exhibit a facility in massing form through the rendering of value and expressing the figure through the use of gesture 
· Assigned Reading: Bammes, Ch7, Ch. 9 
· Assessment Methods: Critiques (group and individual), Portfolio review 
 
Week 7 
- Unit of Instruction: Graphite rendering 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Drawings demonstrate an ability to render the figure with visual acuity. Drawings evidence an awareness and utilization of anatomical structure and skeletal landmarks. Drawings exhibit a facility in massing form through the rendering of value and expressing the figure through the use of gesture - Assigned Reading: Bammes, Ch. 9, review Ch. 4, 5, 6, 8 
· Assessment Methods: Critiques (group and individual) 
 
Week 8 
· Unit of Instruction: Graphite Rendering (continued) 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Drawings demonstrate an ability to render the figure with visual acuity. Drawings evidence an awareness and utilization of anatomical structure and skeletal landmarks. Drawings exhibit a facility in massing form through the rendering of value and expressing the figure through the use of gesture - Assigned Reading: Bammes, Ch. 9, review Ch. 4, 5, 6, 8 
· Assessment Methods: Critiques (group and individual) 
 
Week 9 
· Unit of Instruction: Graphite rendering (continued) 
Student Learning Outcomes: Drawings demonstrate an ability to render the figure with visual acuity. Drawings evidence an awareness and utilization of anatomical structure and skeletal landmarks. Drawings exhibit a facility in massing form through the rendering of value and expressing the figure through the use of gesture - Assigned Reading: Bammes, Ch. 9, review Ch. 4, 5, 6, 8 
· Assessment Methods: Critiques (group and individual) 
 
Week 10 
· Unit of Instruction: Expressive drawing 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Drawings demonstrate an ability to render the figure with visual acuity. Drawings evidence an awareness and utilization of anatomical structure and skeletal landmarks. Drawings exhibit a facility in massing form through the rendering of value and expressing the figure through the use of gesture. Drawings indicate a further sophistication in the application of composition and design principles - Assigned Reading: Bammes, review Ch. 2, 3, 9 
· Assessment Methods: Critiques (group and individual) 
 
Week 11 
· Unit of Instruction: Expressive drawing (continued) 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Drawings demonstrate an ability to render the figure with visual acuity. Drawings evidence an awareness and utilization of anatomical structure and skeletal landmarks. Drawings exhibit a facility in massing form through the rendering of value and expressing the figure through the use of gesture. Drawings indicate a further sophistication in the application of composition and design principles - Assigned Reading: Bammes, review Ch. 2, 3, 9 
· Assessment Methods: Critiques (group and individual) 
 
Week 12 
· Unit of Instruction: Experimental surface and materials 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Drawings demonstrate an ability to render the figure with visual acuity. Drawings evidence an awareness and utilization of anatomical structure and skeletal landmarks. Drawings exhibit a facility in massing form through the rendering of value and expressing the figure through the use of gesture. Drawings indicate a further sophistication in the application of composition and design principles 
· Assigned Reading: none 
· Assessment Methods: Critiques (group and individual) 
 
Week 13 
· Unit of Instruction: Experimental surface and materials (continued) 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Drawings demonstrate an ability to render the figure with visual acuity. Drawings evidence an awareness and utilization of anatomical structure and skeletal landmarks. Drawings exhibit a facility in massing form through the rendering of value and expressing the figure through the use of gesture. Drawings indicate a further sophistication in the application of composition and design principles 
· Assigned Reading: none 
Assessment Methods: Critiques (group and individual) 
 
Week 14 
· Unit of Instruction: Experimental surface and materials (continued) 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Drawings demonstrate an ability to render the figure with visual acuity. Drawings evidence an awareness and utilization of anatomical structure and skeletal landmarks. Drawings exhibit a facility in massing form through the rendering of value and expressing the figure through the use of gesture. Drawings indicate a further sophistication in the application of composition and design principles 
· Assigned Reading: none 
· Assessment Methods: Critiques (group and individual) 
 
Week 15 
· Unit of Instruction: Portfolio Reviews and Final Presentations 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Drawings demonstrate an ability to render the figure with visual acuity. Drawings evidence an awareness and utilization of anatomical structure and skeletal landmarks. Drawings exhibit a facility in massing form through the rendering of value and expressing the figure through the use of gesture. Drawings indicate a further sophistication in the application of composition and design principles 
- Assigned Reading: none 
- Assessment Methods: Critiques (group and individual), Portfolio Review 
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