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COURSE NUMBER: ART 1207  	 	 	 	 	 	 	6/20/2025 
 
COURSE TITLE: Three-Dimensional Design 
 
INSTRUCTOR:  	 	 	 	 	CONTACT: 
 
CREDITS:  3 	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK:  6  	PREREQUISITES: ART 1206 
 
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE 
 
ART 1207 is aimed at developing the student's basic understanding of three-dimensional visual communication through the exploration of three-dimensional principles. Students learn through the process of solving visual art problems. Solutions to these problems are achieved through the fabrication of three-dimensional art objects. Various techniques and media that are common to this area of study are systematically addressed. 
 
COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Formal principles of 3-D: Learn and understand the application of formal principles and elements of 3-D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design in three-dimensional work (physicality). 
 
Critical thinking: Begin to understand and analyze three-dimensional design principles with consideration to form and compositional application of material. Students will develop creative and reflective skills, evaluating design solutions as challenges are presented. 
 
OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 
 
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below: 
 
ILG 1 Critical Thinking 
ILG 6 Communication Competence 
ILG 7 Cultural and Social Awareness 
 
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college. 
 
COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED 
 
Drawing Journal - medium to large 10 "x 12" or 11" x 14" 
Watercolor paper #60 
Watercolor pigments primary colors, mixing tray 
Hairbrushes, # 2, # 4, # 6 
Tracing paper, pad or roll 
X- acto knife, extra # 11 blades 
Staedtler eraser 
Transfer paper, roll 
Franklin (white) glue Sharpies: fine, medium, chisel Plaster Paris # 10 pounds.  
Mixing bowl 
Plastic sculpture rasps, ceramic/sculpture tools, knife 
18 and 22 gauge metal wire 
Cutting pliers, regular pliers 
Wood bases, 4 o 5 
Plasticene clay 
Glue gun, refill glue sticks 
Matt knife 
Black/white/grey acrylic pigment 
Bristol board, mat board 
Scissors 
Sculpture wax, paraffin 
Foam core, sheet, 4' x 4' 
Other found objects for construction project 
 
TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS  
 
Required: 
 
Pentak, Roth, Lauer. Design Basics 2D and 3D. 8th ed. Cengage. ISBN 9781133310402 
 
Recommended Reading:  
 
Kelly, James J. The Sculptural Idea. 4th ed. Waveland Press, 2004. ISBN 1-57766-259-8 
 
Zelanski, Paul and Mary Pat Fisher. Design Principles and Problems. 2nd ed. Wadsworth Group/Thompson Learning Publisher, 1996. ISBN 0-1501615-6 
 
Wong, Wucius. Principles of Form and Design. John Wiley and Sons, 1993. ISBN 0-471-28552-8 
 
Art in America: American Crafts (periodical) 
 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS 
 
The course is an introductory studio course meant to expose and examine the possibilities of three-dimensional design (3-D art with various processes, media, and techniques). The objective is to broaden the individual creative understanding of form.  The course includes both theory and practice, encouraging students to research ideas, plan designs, and experiment with techniques in constructing a piece of art.  Students are to explore many concepts, processes, approaches, and expressions toward individual creativity.   
 
Lectures and demonstrations to be presented, along with suggested reading, journal keeping/ drawing, toward assigned projects. Studio time is used primarily for hands-on production with instructor’s supervision. Many projects will require time beyond scheduled class hours for completion.   
 
Class critiques will be an important learning experience both in terms of receiving feedback from fellow students and learning to articulate your experiences in completing the projects. Each student will be required to complete a portfolio of their projects that will demonstrate their individual accomplishments in the course.     
 
STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION 
 
Students must meet the due date for all projects to be critiqued. Grading is based on the projects presented at critiques. Assignments must be complete. Evaluation guidelines to follow are: 
 
· Craftsmanship should be clean and well executed. 
· Student should articulate how and in what way they resolve the project, expressing their understanding of the principles of 3-D design. 
· Assignments are graded according to the criteria in the assignment sheets presented in the written form and enhanced and clarified during studio time. 
· Finals week, student presents a portfolio of all projects demonstrated throughout the semester. Instructor and student will meet to discuss areas of growth and/or attention, as an overall assessment.  
 
GRADING SCALE 
 
90-100 = A 
80-89 = B 70-79 = C 
60-69 = D 
59 and below = E/EN 
 
SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
None 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 
Students must arrive on time and participate in the studio assignments. Class time is used primarily for hands on production with instructor supervision. Each student is expected to come to class with the necessary tools and materials for the day’s assignment. It is student's responsibility to tell the instructor that they are in class if they arrive late. 
 
NOTE: if more than 1/2 hour late or if you leave before excused it will be counted as an absence. Students that miss class must make up the work by the following week. 
 
COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS 
 
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at  https://www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml or on the College website Quick Links “Standard Syllabus Statement: Student Resources, Rights, and Responsibilities”. 
 
UNITS OF INSTRUCTION  
 
Week 1 
· Unit of Instruction: Introduction to Course, 2-D/3-D Cube 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Learn and understand the application of formal principles and elements of 3- D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design in three-dimensional work (physicality). Begin to understand the critical thinking involved in direct application of design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: Design Basics 2D and 3D. 8th ed, pp. 1-14 
· Assessment Methods: Critique, class discussions, sketch book journal assignment. Individual point assessment. 
 
Week 2 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploring Form and Mass (subtractive method). 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Learn and understand the application of formal principles and elements of 3-D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design in three-dimensional work (physicality). Begin to understand the critical thinking involved in direct application of design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: Design Basics 2D and 3D. 8th ed, pp. 15-31 - Assessment Methods: Critique and individual point assessment. 
 
Week 3 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploring Planes and Texture (subtractive method). 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Learn and understand the application of formal principles and elements of 3-D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design in three-dimensional work (physicality). Begin to understand the critical thinking involved in direct application of design principles




Design Basics 2D and 3D. 8th ed, pp. 32-48. 
· Assessment Methods: Critique and individual point assessment 
 
Week 4 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploring 3-D in Line, Volume, and Mass. 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Learn and understand the application of formal principles and elements of 3-D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design in three-dimensional work (physicality). Begin to understand the critical thinking involved in direct application of design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: Design Basics 2D and 3D. 8th ed, pp. 49-55 
· Assessment Methods: Critique and individual point assessment 
 
Week 5 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploring 3-D in Line, Contour. 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Learn and understand the application of formal principles and elements of 3-D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design in three-dimensional work (physicality). Begin to understand the critical thinking involved in direct application of design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: Design Basics 2D and 3D. 8th ed, pp. 56-70 
· Assessment Methods: Critique and individual point assessment 
 
Week 6 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploring Molding, Mass, and Plane, (additive methods). 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Learn and understand the application of formal principles and elements of 3-D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design in three-dimensional work (physicality). Begin to understand the critical thinking involved in direct application of design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: Design Basics 2D and 3D. 8th ed, pp. 71-84 
· Assessment Methods: Critique and individual point assessment 
 
Week 7 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploring Molding, Plane, and Textural Contrasts (additive methods). - Student Learning Outcomes: Learn and understand the application of formal principles and elements of 3-D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design in three-dimensional work (physicality). Begin to understand the critical thinking involved in direct application of design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: Design Basics 2D and 3D. 8th ed, pp. 85-106 
· Assessment Methods: Critique and individual point assessment 
 
Week 8 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploring Planes and Layered positive/negative space (additive methods) - Student Learning Outcomes: Learn and understand the application of formal principles and elements of 3-D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design in three-dimensional work (physicality). Begin to understand the critical thinking involved in direct application of design principles.
Design Basics 2D and 3D. 8th ed, pp. 106-122 
· Assessment Methods: Critique and individual point assessment 
 
Week 9 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploring Sculpture in Plane composition; Color/Line. 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Learn and understand the application of formal principles and elements of 3-D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design of 3-D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design in three-dimensional work (physicality). Begin to understand the critical thinking involved in direct application of design principles - Assigned Reading: Design Basics 2D and 3D. 8th ed, pp. 122-140 
· Assessment Methods: Critique and individual point assessment 
Week 10 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploring Sculpture Construction (found object. Study in Mass, Volume, Planes, Line, Texture, and Color. 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Learn and understand the application of formal principles and elements of 3-D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design in three-dimensional work (physicality). Begin to understand the critical thinking involved in direct application of design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: Design Basics 2D and 3D. 8th ed, pp. 141-158 
· Assessment Methods: Critique and individual point assessment 
 
Week 11 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploring Found Object Construction, Gesture, Plane/Volume 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Learn and understand the application of formal principles and elements of 3-D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design in three-dimensional work (physicality). Begin to understand the critical thinking involved in direct application of design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: Design Basics 2D and 3D. 8th ed, pp. 159-165 
· Assessment Methods: Critique and individual point assessment 
 
Week 12 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploring Modular construction 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Learn and understand the application of formal principles and elements of 3-D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design in three-dimensional work (physicality). Begin to understand the critical thinking involved in direct application of design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: Design Basics 2D and 3D. 8th ed, pp. 166-174 
· Assessment Methods: Critique and individual point assessment 
 
Week 13 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploring Embellished Object. 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Learn and understand the application of formal principles and elements of 3-D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design in three-dimensional work (physicality). Begin to understand the critical thinking involved in direct application of design principles.
Hand out assignment sheet. 
· Assessment Methods: Critique and individual point assessment 
 
Week 14 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploring Relief Sculpture (casting) 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Learn and understand the application of formal principles and elements of 3-D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design in three-dimensional work (physicality). Begin to understand the critical thinking involved in direct application of design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: Design Basics 2D and 3D. 8th ed, pp. 175-193 
· Assessment Methods: Critique and individual point assessment 
Week 15 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploring Metamorphic Object and Volume 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Learn and understand the application of formal principles and elements of 3- D. Demonstrate the organization of visual design in three-dimensional work (physicality). Begin to understand the critical thinking involved in direct application of design principles. 
· Assigned Reading: Hand out assignment hand out sheet. 
· Assessment Methods: Critique and individual point assessment 
image1.jpg
COLUMBUS
STATE

COMMUNITY COLLEGE




