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COURSE NUMBER: ART 1205  	 	 	 	 	 	 	6/20/2025 
 
COURSE TITLE: Beginning Drawing 
 
INSTRUCTOR:  	 	 	 	 	CONTACT: 
 
CREDITS: 3 	CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 6  	PREREQUISITES: None 
 
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE 
 
ART 1205 is an introduction to the basic techniques of freehand drawing. Emphasis is on media, concepts, drawing from observation and development of technique. Course meets elective requirements in the Associate of Arts degree program and distributive transfer requirements in the Arts. 
 
COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Drawing concepts - Using various Media: Demonstrate competency in the observation and rendering of observed forms in space using a variety of media. 
 
Drawing concepts - Building Structure with Line: Evidence of strong observational drawing skills in the use of line to build form. 
 
Perspective and Planar analysis: Understanding of 1- and 2-point perspective principles through the planar analysis of objects and their surrounding space. 
 
Drawing Concepts - Composition: Effective overall use of composition evident in drawings. 
 
Rendering of space, volume, light, and shadow: Understanding of effective and appropriate use of light and shadow to describe space and volume. 
 
Advanced Studies: Drawings present clear evidence of ability to undertake advanced and independent study in other areas. 
 
OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 
 
Columbus State Community College's Institutional Learning Goals are an integral part of the curriculum and central to the mission of the college. For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below: 
 
ILG 1 Critical Thinking 
ILG 6 Communication Competence 
ILG 7 Cultural and Social Awareness 
 
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college. 
 
COURSE MATERIALS REQUIRED 
 
Drawing board (with metal clips and rubber band) 
Tablet of newsprint (18” x 24”) 
Sketchbook (at least 8 ½” x 11”) 
Black markers (wide variety of sizes) (nothing that smells too strong) 
Portfolio (to carry and store drawings, must hold the 18” x 24” paper) 
Tablet of heavier white paper (18” x 24”) (“drawing paper”)  
Erasers (pink pearl or white erasers, kneaded eraser) 
Drawing pencils (variety of leads: 2H, 4H, HB, can be bought individually or as a set) Individual pieces of paper (at least 22” x 30”) 
Pencil eraser 
Container to carry drawing tools in 
Charcoal (compressed and vine) 
Conte crayons (black and brown) 
Kneaded eraser 
Ruler, 12” 
India ink and brushes 
Ebony pencils 
Sandpaper block (for pencil and charcoal sharpening) 
Hairspray or fixative 
 
TEXTBOOK(S), MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS  
 
Required: 
 
St. Aubyn, Jacklyn. Drawing Basics. Thompson Wadsworth, 2006. ISBN 0-495-12780-9 
 
Recommended: 
 
Edwards, Betty. The New Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain. Putnam, 1999. ISBN 
0874774241 
 
Betti, Claudia and Teel Sale. Drawing, A Contemporary Approach. Thompson and Wadsworth, 2008. ISBN 0495094919 
 
 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS 
 
Beginning Drawing is a hands-on studio course in which techniques and materials fundamental to the practice of drawing are introduced. Class time is devoted to creation of drawings based on the specific concept being studied. The instructor gives critical feedback and encouragement throughout the drawing process. As the course progresses drawing assignments become more complex. Students are taught through readings, general instruction, class discussions, presentations, demos, and group critiques. Field trips may be an additional instructional element.  
 
STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION 
 
Students must present assignments for critique when assignments are due. All work for the course is saved and evaluated during individual portfolio meetings taking place at midterm and the end of the semester. 
 
· Student’s grades will be based not only on the quality of work, but on the entire performance including mastering of basic skills and concepts covered, resourcefulness, seriousness, initiative, attitude and growth in relationship to the performance of peers. 
· All assignments must be submitted on the scheduled due date. Every student should be prepared to present his or her project to the class at stated termination. Assignments turned in late will be reduced in grade.  
· Students are expected to attend all classes, to work in class as well as at home on assignments. Art supplies and books must be brought to class each day.  
· Students are expected to respect their classmates and instructor. Anyone not able to do so will be asked to leave. Problematic behavior will not be tolerated 
 
GRADING SCALE 
 
90-100 = A 
80-89 = B 70-79 = C 
60-69 = D 
59 and below = E/EN 
 
SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
None 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 
Students must arrive on time and participate in the studio assignments. Regular attendance is very important. Studio experiences and class discussions are impossible to recapture or duplicate. 
 
To avoid falling behind, contact your instructor or a classmate to find out what was covered or assigned the day you missed. It is YOUR responsibility to find out what was missed and make-up that work. 
 
COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS 
 
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at https://www.cscc.edu/academics/syllabus.shtml or on the College website Quick Links “Standard Syllabus Statement: Student Resources, Rights, and Responsibilities”. 
 
UNITS OF INSTRUCTION  
 
Week 1 
· Unit of Instruction: Intro to Drawing/Exploring line/Seeing 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Understanding the importance of observation as it relates to free hand drawing. Developing drawing techniques based on the use of line, specifically contour and blind contour. (Materials: marker) 
· Assigned reading: Chapters 1 (“Groundwork” and 2 “Seeing”) 
· Assessment method: Review of student drawings, critique 
 
Week 2 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploring line/Developing patience  
· Student Learning Outcomes: Further development of observational skills. Demonstrated understanding of line weight and quality. (Materials: marker) 
-Assigned reading: Chapter 3 (“Patience”) 
· Assessment method: Review of student drawings, critique 
 
Week 3 - Unit of Instruction: Negative Space 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Develop an awareness of “negative space” and how it relates to drawing, seeing, and overall composition. (Materials: marker) - Assigned reading: Chapter 4 (“Positive Shapes and Negative Spaces”) 
· Assessment method: Review of student drawings, critique 
 
Week 4 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploring Structure and Texture 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Develop an understanding of an object’s surface and structure through planar analysis and cross contour. (Materials: marker, charcoal pencil, conte crayon) 
· Assigned reading: Chapter 5 (“Structure and Texture”) 
· Assessment method: Review of student drawings, critique 
 
Week 5 - Unit of Instruction: Spatial depth  
· Student Learning Outcomes: Development of techniques used to exhibit volume/depth within one object and throughout the entire composition. Continued use of planes and linear aspects of value to build depth. Exploration of techniques used to create depth and a dynamic composition including cropping, placement and line variation. (Materials: Charcoal pencil, conte crayon) 
· Assigned reading: Chapter 6 (“Spatial Depth and Texture”) 
· Assessment method: Review of student drawings, critique 
 
Week 6 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploration of value, hatching 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Further development of drawings surface/depth through shading, hatching and building value relationships. (Materials: charcoal supplies, erasers) 
· Assigned reading: Chapter 7 (“Value”) 
· Assessment method: Review of student drawings, critique 
 
Week 7 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploration of value, shading and blending 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Building up forms through further exploration of value. Creation of dynamic composition through value, placement, surface and use of the page. (Materials: charcoal supplies, erasers) 
· Assigned reading: Chapters 8 (“Local Value”) and 9 (“Volume and Depth”) 
· Assessment method: Individual mid-term portfolio reviews, critique 
 
Week 8 
· Unit of Instruction: Exploration of value, high contrast 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Development of techniques and materials that allow for high contrast values/dynamic composition. (Materials: charcoal, ink) 
· Assigned Reading: Chapter 11 (“Developing Expression”) 
· Assessment method: Individual mid-term portfolio reviews, critique 
 
Week 9 - Unit of Instruction: Using perspective 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Further exploration of illusionistic space through “sighting perspective”. Building a complex composition through measuring angles and relative distances. 
(Materials: charcoal, graphite, erasers, rulers) 
· Assigned Reading: Chapter 10 (“Perspective”) 
· Assessment method: Review of student drawings, critique 
 
Week 10 - Unit of Instruction: Using perspective (cont’d) 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Further exploration of illusionistic space through “sighting perspective”. Building a complex composition through measuring angles and relative distances. 
(Materials: charcoal, graphite, erasers, rulers) 
· Assigned Reading: Chapter 10 (“Perspective”) Additional reading may be given 
· Assessment method: Review of student drawings, critique 
 
Week 11 - Unit of Instruction: Gesture 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Utilizing careful observation with quick drawing to further enhance seeing and mark-making. Understanding of expressive drawing techniques, further exploration of line. (Materials: charcoal, markers) - Assigned Reading: Chapter 12 (“Using Gesture Drawing”) 
· Assessment method: Review of student drawings, critique 
 
Week 12  - Unit of Instruction: Portraits 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Utilizing gesture techniques to draw people/portraits. Emphasis on careful observation of subject. Further development of linear techniques and value relationships.  
· Assigned Reading: (none/in-class discussion) 
· Assessment Method: Review of student drawings, critique 
 
Week 13 - Unit of Instruction: Large format drawings 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Employing a multitude of concepts learned throughout the semester to produce drawings on a large scale. 
· Assigned Reading: (none/in-class discussion/presentations) 
· Assessment Method: Review of student drawings, critique 
 
Week 14 - Unit of Instruction: Exploring landscape 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Further exploration of spatial depth. Experience with drawing foliage, experience drawing a large scene as opposed to a still life. 
· Assigned Reading: (none/in-class discussion, outdoor drawing project/field trip to conservatory during cold months) 
· Assessment Method: Review of student drawings, critique 
 
Week 15 
· Unit of Instruction: Master study/final project 
· Student Learning Outcomes: Develop an awareness of other artists and their drawing process through viewing and copying master works. Students will utilize this knowledge to create their own unique drawings based on their master studies and concepts learned throughout the quarter.  
· Assigned Reading: (none/in-class discussion, presentation) 
· Assessment Method: Review of student drawings, critique 
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