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ARTS AND HUMANITIES DIVISION
Languages & Communication






COURSE NUMBER:  ARAB 1101		COURSE TITLE: Beginning Arabic I

CREDITS:	4			

PRE-REQUISITES: Placement into ENGL 1100
CO-REQUISITES: n/a

COURSE DESCRIPTION: ARAB 1101 presents an introduction to the fundamentals of the Arabic language with practice in listening, reading, speaking and writing. Course includes studies in Arabic culture. 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
•	Master the Arabic alphabet and sound system, be able to distinguish and pronounce all Arabic sounds, and write accurately from dictation
•	Initiate social interactions, ask for basic information, introduce oneself and others, ask basic directions, and be aware of basic cultural aspects of social interaction in the Arab world
•	Be able to talk about and describe oneself, family, activities, and objects.  
•	Comprehend simple written texts and audio/video clips on familiar topics
•	Ask about personal information, professions, dates, school subjects, schedules, daily routines and time.
•	Write simple paragraphs about oneself and others; fill in forms with basic information about oneself.
•	Be familiar with some of the differences between formal and commonly spoken Arabic.


OUTCOMES BASED ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 
For this course, students are expected to demonstrate the skills associated with the Institutional Learning Goals (ILG) identified below:
· 1. Communication Competence 
· 2. Cultural and Social Awareness 
· 3. Professional & Life Skills 
In class students are assessed on their achievement of these outcomes. Names will not be used when reporting results. Outcomes-based assessment is used to improve instructional planning and design and the quality of student learning throughout the college.


COURSE MATERIALS:
Jusuur 1: Arabic Alphabet Workbook by Sarah Standish, Richard Cozzens & Rana Abdul-Aziz
Jusuur 1: Beginning Communicative Arabic by Sarah Standish, Richard Cozzens & Rana Abdul-Aziz


STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION:
In-class activities, exams, vocabulary and lesson quizzes, homework assignments, participation in listening and speaking drills, dictation exercises, writing practices, the mid-term and the final exams (including oral tests). 
· Oral tests will be related to what is covered in class. Pronunciation, fluency, breadth of vocabulary, and appropriate, functional usage of the Arabic language will be considered. The oral exams can be in form of a conversation between instructor and student OR you may do a skit with your classmates (maximum of 4 students per group). 


GRADING SCALE
	Attendance & Participation 
	15%

	Homework
	20%

	Midterm Exam
	20%

	Tests & Quizzes
	25%

	Final Exam
	20%

	Total 
	100%




COLLEGE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
Columbus State Community College required College Syllabus Statements on College Policies and Student Support Services can be found at www.cscc.edu/syllabus or on the College website Quick Links “Syllabus Statements”.

 


Attendance Policy 
Students are expected to attend all class sessions and actively participate in communicative activities. Because language acquisition depends heavily on interaction and consistent practice, excessive absences may negatively impact participation grades and language development. 

Instructional Methods 
· Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) 
· Pair and group speaking activities 
· Listening comprehension exercises 
· Guided reading and writing practice 
· Cultural inquiry and discussion 
· Integrated Performance Assessments (IPAs) 
· Authentic video resources from the Jusuur program [press.georgetown.edu], [jusuurtextbook.com] 
 

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION, OUTCOMES AND ASSESSMENT ALIGNMENT
				
Unit 1: Arabic Alphabet and Literacy Foundations 

Weeks 1-4 
	Component 
	 Description 

	Unit of Instruction
	 Arabic alphabet, sounds, vowels, writing system, classroom language 

	Essential Question
	 How does the Arabic writing system work? 

	
	

	Skills
	 Letter recognition, pronunciation, reading simple words, writing letters 

	Cultural Focus
	 Arabic-speaking world, language diversity 

	Assessment Methods
	 Alphabet quizzes, pronunciation assessments, reading checks, writing samples



Weekly Breakdown 
Week 1 
· Introduction to Arabic language and culture 
· Letters أ - ث 
· Greetings and classroom expressions 



Week 2 
· Letters ج - ز 
· Writing practice 
· Pronunciation drills 
Week 3 
· Letters س - غ 
· Beginning reading skills 
Week 4 
· Letters ف - ي 
· Short and long vowels 
· Unit assessment 

Unit 2: Greetings and Personal Identity 

Weeks 5-8 
	Component 
	 Description 

	Unit of Instruction
	 Greetings, introductions, nationalities, languages, numbers 

	Essential Question
	 How do we introduce ourselves and communicate basic personal information? 

	 
	

	Skills
	 Interpersonal speaking, listening comprehension, basic writing 

	Cultural Focus
	 Greetings and social etiquette 

	Assessment Methods
	 Oral interviews, vocabulary quizzes, dialogue presentations 



Weekly Breakdown 
Week 5 
· Greetings and introductions 
· Introducing oneself and others 
Week 6 
· Countries and nationalities 
· Languages spoken 
Week 7 
· Numbers and age 
· Personal information 
Week 8 
· Personal profile project 
· Unit exam


Unit 3: Family and Relationships 

Weeks 9-12 
	Component 
	 Description 

	Unit of Instruction
	 Family members, family relationships, descriptions 

	Essential Question
	 How do we describe our family and relationships? 

	 
	

	Skills
	 Description, paragraph writing, oral presentations 

	Cultural Focus
	 Family roles and values in Arab societies 

	Assessment Methods
	 Family tree project, paragraph writing, oral presentation 



Weekly Breakdown 
Week 9 
· Family vocabulary 
Week 10 
· Possessive structures 
· Talking about family members 
Week 11 
· Physical and personality descriptions 
Week 12 
· Family tree project and unit exam 

 
Unit 4: Hospitality and Social Interaction 

Weeks 13-16 
	Component 
	 Description 

	Unit of Instruction
	 Invitations, hospitality, food and social customs 

	Essential Question
	 How do people interact socially in Arabic-speaking cultures? 

	
	 

	Skills
	 Role play, speaking, listening 

	Cultural Focus
	 Arab hospitality traditions 

	Assessment Methods
	 Role plays, speaking assessments, cultural reflections 



Weekly Breakdown 
Week 13 
· Hospitality customs 
Week 14 
· Invitations and responses 
Week 15 
· Food and beverages 
· Social gatherings 
Week 16 
· Semester review 
· Semester final examination 
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