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Columbus State Community College 
English Department 

 
Course and Number: Introduction to Science Fiction—ENGL 2240 
Professor Rita Rice: rrice@cscc.edu 
Office: 4106 Nestor Hall 
Phone: 287.5818 
Office Hours for Spring 2015: Tuesday and Thursday 9-11 am & 12:30-1:30 pm 
 
CREDITS: 3    CLASS HOURS PER WEEK: 3  PREREQUISITES: ENGL 
2367,2467,2567,2667 or the equivalent with a C or better 
 
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE (AS IT APPEARS IN THE COLLEGE CATALOG): 
The historical roots and literary forms of science fiction are introduced.  From their 
readings and viewing of films, students will write critiques, reports, and research papers 
about science fiction as a literary genre. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
 

1. Science Fiction Historical and Chronological Divisions: Students will gain a clear 
understanding of science fiction as a genre of literature and be able to identify 
ancient to modern texts that constitute the science fiction literary cannon in 
addition to the literary conventions of themes, styles, settings, and characters. 
 

2. Major 19th and 20th century classic science fiction: Students will develop 
knowledge of major science fiction writers of the past two centuries and their 
works from short stories and novels or novellas. 
 

3. Science Technology and Society: Students will demonstrate an understanding of 
the implications, both positive and negative, of major social, political, and 
scientific events and issues inherent in the interaction between science  
technology and society that helped to shape the foundations of science fiction. 
 

4. Philosophical Ideas and Attitudes: Students will identify and analyze some of the 
major philosophical ideas of science fiction writers and their impact on humanity 
and the world we live in. 
 

5. Current and Future Science: Students will be able to identify and develop 
knowledge from science fiction literature on the genre's contributions to humanity 
about how those scientific ideas impact our real world and be able to 
demonstrate creative thinking using science fiction to analyze and consider its 
current and future impact on humanity. 

 
GENERAL EDUCATION GOALS: 

1. Engage in critical thinking 
2. Communicate effectively 
3. Demonstrate an understanding of community and civic responsibility 
4. Scientific and technological effectiveness 
5. Demonstrate information literacy skills 

 
EQUIPMENT AND MATERIAL REQUIRED: 
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Smart classroom needed for DVDs, presentations and lectures; Cloud connectivity 
essential. 
 
TEXTBOOK, MANUALS, REFERENCES, AND OTHER READINGS: 
Warrick, Patricia S.,Charles G Waugh and Martin H. Greenberg. Science Fiction: The 
Science Fiction Research Association Anthology. New York: HarperCollins, 1995. 
 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS: 
Lecture, readings, and class discussion of science fiction short stories and novels, DVD 
film assessment and discussion of a few comparable works that we cover in print. 
 
ASSESSMENT:        
Columbus State Community College is committed to assessment (measurement) of 
student achievement of academic outcomes.  This process addresses the issues of what 
you need to learn in your program of study and if you are learning what you need to 
learn.  The assessment program at Columbus State has four specific and interrelated 
purposes: (1) to improve student academic achievements; (2) to improve teaching 
strategies; (3) to document successes and identify opportunities for program 
improvement; (4) to provide evidence for institutional effectiveness.  In class you are 
assessed and graded on your achievement of the outcomes for this course.  You may 
also be required to participate in broader assessment activities. 
 
 
STANDARDS AND METHODS FOR EVALUATION: 
 

Discussion Board Responses 20% 

Essay 1         10% 

Essay 2         15% 

Proposal                                  10% 

Research Paper                      30% 

Final Exam                              15% 

 
GRADING SCALE: 
A= 90-100 B= 80-89 C= 70-79 D= 60=69 E= 0 
 
SPECIAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
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UNITS OF INSTRUCTION 
Please provide a weekly course schedule indicating the Units of Instruction, learning 
objectives/goals, assigned readings, assignments, and exams.   
 
Week 1 
- Unit of Instruction:  Defining the Genre and Critical Modes of Literary Criticism--
Introduction to Science Fiction Genre, terms, and themes. 
- Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will develop a knowledge of the literary 
devices and thematic elements that constitutes science fiction literature. 
- Assigned Reading:  Cambridge Guide to Science Fiction excerpts by Farah  
Mendlesohn, editor and author, Chronological Chart of Science Fiction works in time, 
Science Fiction Definitions, “The Star” by H. G. Wells. 
- Assessment Methods:  Written reading responses, class discussion. 
 
Week 2 (continued) 
- Unit of Instruction:  Defining the Genre and Critical Modes of Literary Criticism--
Introduction to Science Fiction Genre, terms, and themes. 
- Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will develop a knowledge of the literary 
devices and thematic elements that constitutes science fiction literature. 
- Assigned Reading:  Cambridge Guide to Science Fiction by Farah Mendlesohn, 
editor and author, Chronological Chart of Science Fiction works in time, Science Fiction 
Definitions, “The Star” by H. G. Wells. 
- Assessment Methods:  Written reading responses, short essay response. 
 
Week 3 
- Unit of Instruction:  Science Technology and Society 
- Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the 
implications, both positive and negative, of the consequences inherent in the relationship 
between science technology and society. 
- Assigned Reading:  “The Birthmark” by Hawthorne, Vonnegut’s “Harrison Bergeron,” 
Delany’s “Driftglass,” Bradbury’s “There Will Come Soft Rains,” Harlan Ellison’s “I Have 
No Mouth and I Must Scream,” John Varley’s “Options,” E. M. Forster’s “The Machine 
Stops.” 
- Assessment Methods: Written Reading responses. 
 
Week 4 (continued) 
- Unit of Instruction:  Science Technology and Society 
- Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the 
implications, both positive and negative, of the consequences inherent in the relationship 
between science technology and society. 
- Assigned Reading:  “The Birthmark” by Hawthorne, Vonnegut’s “Harrison Bergeron,” 
Delany’s “Driftglass,” Bradbury’s “There Will Come Soft Rains,” Harlan Ellison’s “I Have 
No Mouth and I Must Scream,” John Varley’s “Options,” E. M. Forster’s “The Machine 
Stops.” 
- Assessment Methods: Written Reading responses, and a short critical essay on one 
of the selected works. 
 
Week 5 (continued) 
- Unit of Instruction:  Science Technology and Society 
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- Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the 
implications, both positive and negative, of the consequences inherent in the relationship 
between science technology and society. 
- Assigned Reading:  “The Birthmark” by Hawthorne, Vonnegut’s “Harrison Bergeron,” 
Delany’s “Driftglass,” Bradbury’s “There Will Come Soft Rains,” Harlan Ellison’s “I Have 
No Mouth and I Must Scream,” John Varley’s “Options,” E. M. Forster’s “The Machine 
Stops.” 
- Assessment Methods: Written Reading responses. 
 
Week 6 (continued) 
- Unit of Instruction:  Science Technology and Society 
- Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the 
implications, both positive and negative, of the consequences inherent in the relationship 
between science technology and society. 
- Assigned Reading:  “The Birthmark” by Hawthorne, Vonnegut’s “Harrison Bergeron,” 
Delany’s “Driftglass,” Bradbury’s “There Will Come Soft Rains,” Harlan Ellison’s “I Have 
No Mouth and I Must Scream,” John Varley’s “Options,” E. M. Forster’s “The Machine 
Stops.” 
- Assessment Methods: Written Reading responses, and a short critical essay on one 
of the selected works. 
 
Week 7 (continued) 
- Unit of Instruction:  Science Technology and Society 
- Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the 
implications, both positive and negative, of the consequences inherent in the relationship 
between science technology and society. 
- Assigned Reading:  “The Birthmark” by Hawthorne, Vonnegut’s “Harrison Bergeron,” 
Delany’s “Driftglass,” Bradbury’s “There Will Come Soft Rains,” Harlan Ellison’s “I Have 
No Mouth and I Must Scream,” John Varley’s “Options,” E. M. Forster’s “The Machine 
Stops.” 
- Assessment Methods: Written Reading responses. 
 
Week 8 
- Unit of Instruction:  Invaders and Explorers/Utopias and Dystopias 
- Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will identify and analyze some of the major 
philosophical ideas of science fiction writers and their impact on humanity and the world 
we live in. 
- Assigned Reading:  Henry Kutter’s “Private Eye,” Ursula K. Le Guin’s “Nine Lives,” 
Daniel Keyes’ “Flowers for Algernon,”Arthur C. Clarke’s “The Sentinel,” Issac Asimov’s 
“Nightfall,” Joanna Russ’ “When It Changed,” Stanley G. Weinbaum’s “A Martian 
Odyssey,” Octavia Butler’s “Bloodchild,” Alfred Bester’s “The Men Who Murdered 
Mohammed,” and John W. Campbell Jr.’s “Who Goes There?” 
- Assessment Methods:  Written reading responses. 
 
Week 9 (continued) 
- Unit of Instruction:  Invaders and Explorers/Utopias and Dystopias 
- Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will identify and analyze some of the major 
philosophical ideas of science fiction writers and their impact on humanity and the world 
we live in. 
- Assigned Reading:  Henry Kutter’s “Private Eye,” Ursula K. Le Guin’s “Nine Lives,” 
Daniel Keyes’ “Flowers for Algernon,”Arthur C. Clarke’s “The Sentinel,” Issac Asimov’s 
“Nightfall,” Joanna Russ’ “When It Changed,” Stanley G. Weinbaum’s “A Martian 
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Odyssey,” Octavia Butler’s “Bloodchild,” Alfred Bester’s “The Men Who Murdered 
Mohammed,” and John W. Campbell Jr.’s “Who Goes There?” 
- Assessment Methods:  Written reading responses, one 2-4 page critical essay. 
 
Week 10 (continued) 
- Unit of Instruction:  Invaders and Explorers/Utopias and Dystopias 
- Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will identify and analyze some of the major 
philosophical ideas of science fiction writers and their impact on humanity and the world 
we live in. 
- Assigned Reading:  Henry Kutter’s “Private Eye,” Ursula K. Le Guin’s “Nine Lives,” 
Daniel Keyes’ “Flowers for Algernon,”Arthur C. Clarke’s “The Sentinel,” Issac Asimov’s 
“Nightfall,” Joanna Russ’ “When It Changed,” Stanley G. Weinbaum’s “A Martian 
Odyssey,” Octavia Butler’s “Bloodchild,” Alfred Bester’s “The Men Who Murdered 
Mohammed,” and John W. Campbell Jr.’s “Who Goes There?” 
- Assessment Methods:  Written reading responses. 
 
Week 11 (continued) 
- Unit of Instruction:  Invaders and Explorers/Utopias and Dystopias 
- Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will identify and analyze some of the major 
philosophical ideas of science fiction writers and their impact on humanity and the world 
we live in. 
- Assigned Reading:  Henry Kutter’s “Private Eye,” Ursula K. Le Guin’s “Nine Lives,” 
Daniel Keyes’ “Flowers for Algernon,” Arthur C. Clarke’s “The Sentinel,” Issac Asimov’s 
“Nightfall,” Joanna Russ’ “When It Changed,” Stanley G. Weinbaum’s “A Martian 
Odyssey,” Octavia Butler’s “Bloodchild,” Alfred Bester’s “The Men Who Murdered 
Mohammed,” and John W. Campbell Jr.’s “Who Goes There?” 
- Assessment Methods:  Written reading responses, one 2-4 page critical essay. 
 
Week 12 
- Unit of Instruction:  Current & Future Trends/Future Shock and the Research Paper 
- Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to identify and develop 
knowledge from science fiction literature on the genre’s contributions to humanity and 
how those “scientific,” ideas impact our real world, and they will be able to make creative 
but logical “predictions” about real science now and what we might have or need in the 
future. 
- Assigned Reading:  H. G. Wells’ “The Country of the Blind” and Margaret Atwood’s 
novel The Handmaid’s Tale.  (This novel can be switched out for another over time.) 
- Assessment Methods:  Written reading responses on the short story and the novel, 
Library Research Worksheet.  
 
Week 13 (continued) 
- Unit of Instruction:  Current & Future Trends/Future Shock and the Research Paper 
- Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to identify and develop 
knowledge from science fiction literature on the genre’s contributions to humanity and 
how those “scientific,” ideas impact our real world, and they will be able to make creative 
but logical “predictions” about real science now and what we might have or need in the 
future. 
- Assigned Reading:  H. G. Wells’ “The Country of the Blind” and Margaret Atwood’s 
novel The Handmaid’s Tale.  (This novel can be switched out for another over time.) 
- Assessment Methods:  Written reading responses on the novel, Annotated 
Bibliography for the Research Paper. 
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Week 14 (continued) 
- Unit of Instruction:  Current & Future Trends/Future Shock and the Research Paper 
- Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to identify and develop 
knowledge from science fiction literature on the genre’s contributions to humanity and 
how those “scientific,” ideas impact our real world, and they will be able to make creative 
but logical “predictions” about real science now and what we might have or need in the 
future. 
- Assigned Reading:  H. G. Wells’ “The Country of the Blind” and Margaret Atwood’s 
novel The Handmaid’s Tale.  (This novel can be switched out for another over time.) 
- Assessment Methods:  Written reading responses on the novel, Comprehensive Final 
Exam. 
 
Week 15 (continued) 
- Unit of Instruction:  Current & Future Trends/Future Shock and the Research Paper 
- Student Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to identify and develop 
knowledge from science fiction literature on the genre’s contributions to humanity and 
how those “scientific,” ideas impact our real world, and they will be able to make creative 
but logical “predictions” about real science now and what we might have or need in the 
future. 
- Assigned Reading:  H. G. Wells’ “The Country of the Blind” and Margaret Atwood’s 
novel The Handmaid’s Tale.  (This novel can be switched out for another over time.) 
- Assessment Methods: Research Paper (6-10 pages with  Works Cited), Oral 
Presentations. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY:  
 
Because this course requires class participation, interpersonal interaction, and peer 
review, students should attend all classes for the full class time.  English 2240 is NOT a 
correspondence class.  Students with more than the equivalent of one week of absence 
may find their grades seriously affected; students with more than the equivalent of two 
weeks of absence may be in danger of failing the course.  Faculty are under no 
obligation to provide make-up assignments for students who have missed class. 

 
STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT     
Procedure No. 7-10(G), effective July 1, 2010 
As an enrolled student at Columbus State Community College, you have agreed 
to abide by the Student Code of Conduct as outlined in the Student Handbook.  
You should familiarize yourself with the Code.  The Columbus State Community 
expects you to exhibit high standards of integrity, respect, and responsibility.  
Any confirmed incidence of misconduct, including plagiarism and other forms of 
cheating, will be treated seriously and in accordance with College Policy and 
Procedure 7-1-0.  Academic misconduct (cheating) is described as: 

a) Using open textbooks, notes, electronic devices, or other assistance 
during an examination, except those that have been authorized by the 
instructor. 

b) Copying from another person’s work during an examination. 

c) Collaborating with another person on an assignment in a manner not 
authorized by the instructor. 



7 
 

d) Obtaining, distributing, or using the contents of an unadministered test. 

e) Substituting for another student or permitting any person to substitute for 
oneself in an examination. 

f) Submitting an assignment purporting to be the student’s original work 
which has been wholly or partly created by another person. 

g) Presenting as one’s own ideas, organization, or wording of another person 
without acknowledgement of sources. 

h) Knowingly permitting one’s own work to be submitted by another student 
as if it were the student’s own. 

Plagiarism (English Department Policy) 
Plagiarism, such as borrowing passages or whole documents from the Internet or 
other sources, and presenting another author’s actual words, ideas, organization, 
or conclusions as one’s own, will not be tolerated.  Students who borrow another 
writer’s material must document their sources accordingly.  Students who present 
as their own the material written by others will be reported to the Dean of Student 
Life and penalized. A confidential record of the incident will be kept on file 
pursuant to the Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).   Because 
the penalty is severe, ranging from zero for the assignment to failing for the 
course to academic dismissal, all students should avoid the slightest hint that 
they have used borrowed material without giving credit. 
 
 
ADA POLICY:        
It is Columbus State policy to provide reasonable accommodations to students 
with documented disabilities.  If you would like to request such accommodations 
because of physical, mental or learning disability, please contact the Department 
of Disability Services, 101 Eibling Hall, 614.287.2570 (V/TTY).  Delaware 
Campus students may also contact an advisor in the Student Services Center, 
first floor Moeller Hall, 740.203.8000 – Ask for Delaware Campus advising, or 
www.cscc.edu/delaware, for assistance. 
 
FINANCIAL AID ATTENDANCE REPORTING   
Columbus State is required by federal law to verify the enrollment of students 
who participate in Federal Title IV student aid programs and/or who receive 
educational benefits through the Department of Veteran’s Affairs. It is the 
responsibility of the College to identify students who do not commence 
attendance or who stop attendance in any course for which they are registered 
and paid. Non-attendance is reported each semester by each instructor, and 
results in a student being administratively withdrawn from the class section. 
Please contact the Financial Aid Office for information regarding the impact of 
course withdrawals on financial aid eligibility. 
 
LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY 
To be determined by instructor. 

http://www.cscc.edu/delaware
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WITHDRAWAL FROM COURSE 
If you decide to drop this course, you must do so officially.  Please refer to the 
official college calendar for information about the last day to withdraw.  Failure to 
withdraw officially from a course will result in a failing grade recorded on your 
transcript. Schedule Adjustment Forms are available from the 
Counseling/Advising Center or the Registration Office. 
 
COURSEWORK EXPECTATIONS 
Columbus State’s policy states that students at schools receiving funds from the 
State of Ohio should be expected to do 30 hours of work for each credit earned. 
That means students should expect to spend about 2 hours on work outside of 
class for each hour spent in class (Policy Number 5-05). Students need to be 
aware of their out-of-class responsibilities, and they need to be aware that the 
inability to fulfill the requirements for a course may result in failure. 
 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT SERVICES 
The English department offers multiple free tutoring services that may be 
beneficial to you. The Columbus Campus Writing Center is located in 102 
Columbus Hall; visit tutoring.cscc.edu to make an appointment.  Services are 
also available at Delaware and at some regional learning centers. The Online 
Writing Center (OWC) can be accessed by logging onto Blackboard using your 
username and password and looking under "My Organizations." You can find 
hours and other information about Writing Center services by visiting the English 
Department website (http://www.cscc.edu/academics/departments/english/) 
and following the links for the Writing Centers. 
 
 
GENERAL CLASSROOM CONDUCT 
Please turn off communication devices (mobile phones, pagers, etc.) during class 
to the point that no one knows you even possess such a device.  You should 
not be receiving or sending communications via these implements during class 
either.  The intent of this course is to focus on ideas, NOT feelings.  Please 
respect a person’s right to speak during a class discussion, including me. Visitors 
or recording devices are not permitted in the classroom without advanced 
permission from the instructor. Please do not bring children to class or leave 
them unsupervised in the building. Occasionally, the instructor may need to invite 
other faculty or participants to class.  Per college rules, there should be no 
eating, drinking, or tobacco use in the classroom. 
 
 
WEATHER CONDITIONS POLICY: 
     
In the event of severe weather or other emergencies which could force the 
college to close or to cancel classes, such information will be broadcast on radio 
stations and television stations.  Students who reside in areas which fall under a 
Level III emergency should not attempt to drive to the college even if the college 
remains open. 
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Assignments due on a day the college is closed will be due the next scheduled 
class period.  If an examination is scheduled for a day the campus is closed, the 
examination will be given on the next class day.  If a laboratory is scheduled on 
the day the campus is closed, it will be made up at the next scheduled laboratory 
class.  If necessary, laboratory make-up may be held on a Saturday.  If a clinical 
is missed because of weather conditions: (insert department policy). 
 
Students who miss a class because of weather-related problems with the class is 
held as scheduled are responsible for reading and other assignments as 
indicated in the syllabus.  If a laboratory or examination is missed, contact me as 
soon as possible to determine how to make up the missed exam or lab.  
Remember!  It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with reading and other 
assignments when a scheduled class does not meet, whatever the reason. 
 
In the event the college is forced to close during Final Examination Week, exams 
scheduled for the first missed date will be rescheduled for (date), in the same 
location at the same time scheduled.  Exams scheduled for a second missed 
date will be rescheduled for _____.  Thus, our final exam is scheduled for (date) 
at _____ o’clock.  If the college is closed that day, the exam will be held on (date) 
at _____ o’clock.  If our exam is the second day the college has been closed, the 
exam will be held on (date) at _____ o’clock. 
 
 
FINANCIAL AID ATTENDANCE REPORTING   (required wording) 
Columbus State is required by federal law to verify the enrollment of students 
who participate in Federal Title IV student aid programs and/or who receive 
educational benefits through the Department of Veteran’s Affairs. It is the 
responsibility of the College to identify students who do not commence 
attendance or who stop attendance in any course for which they are registered 
and paid. Non-attendance is reported quarterly by each instructor, and results in 
a student being administratively withdrawn from the class section. Please contact 
the Financial Aid Office for information regarding the impact of course 
withdrawals on financial aid eligibility. 
 


