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Columbus State Community College is committed to ongoing outcomes assessment for
continuous improvement of student learning and teaching strategies. The assessment process
allows for faculty to explore ways to continually improve student learning, course design, the
effectiveness of programs, and overall teaching and learning. Unlike evaluation, which looks at
mastery of content, assessment looks at the process of learning. Assessment should enhance
learning and should reflect the outcomes, purpose, and direction of learning design. Assessment
also provides the means for transformative learning by providing relevant, clear, and timely
feedback to students and other stakeholders.

(A) Definition of Outcomes Assessment for Student Learning

Outcomes assessment is the process for ongoing measurement and continuous
improvement of student learning at Columbus State Community College and has specific
and interrelated purposes:
e To improve student academic achievement;
To improve teaching strategies;
To document best practices;
To identify opportunities for systemic improvements; and
To provide evidence for institutional effectiveness.

(B) Outcomes Assessment Process:

The Columbus State assessment process is ongoing and mission driven. This
process includes the assessment of student learning outcomes, course learning
outcomes, program outcomes, and general education goals. In addition, the
process validates program outcomes.

© The President shall establish procedures to administer this policy.
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